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The Occasion of which Insufferable Disaster, after a serious Enquiry,
and Discussion of the Point by the Learned of the Faculty, we can
Attribute to nothing more than the Excessive use of that Newfangled,
Abominable, Heathenish Liquor called COFFEE, which Riffling
Nature of her Choicest Treasures, and Drying up the Radical Mois-
ture, has so FEunucht our Husbands, and Crippled our more kind
Gallants, that they are become as Impotent, as Age, and as unfruitful

as those Desarts whence that unhappy Berry is said to be brought.*®
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Coffee collects and settles the Spirits, makes the erection more
Vigorous, the Ejaculation more full, adds a spiritualescency to the
Sperme, and renders it more firm and sitable to the Gusto of the

womb. . . .2°

19 The Women’s Petition Against Coffee. Representing to Publick Consideration.
The Grand Inconveniences accruing to their Sex from the Excessive Use of
that Drying, Enfeebling Liquor. Presented to the Right Honourable Keepers of
the Liberty of Venus (London, 1674) 2.

20 The Mens Answer to the Womens Petition Against Coffee, Vindicating Their
own Performances, and the Vertues of that Liquor, from the Undeserved
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Aspersions lately cast upon them by their Scandalous Pamphlet (London, 1674)
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. . . the pretended She came into Bed; but quiver’d like an Aspin-leaf;
and I, poor Fool that I was! pitied her much.—But well might the

2L N )N— T R T2,
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barbarous Deceiver tremble at his vile Dissimulation, and base
Designs . ..and my Confusion, when the guilty Wretch took my
Left-arm, and laid it under his Neck, as the vile Procuress held my

Right; and then he clasp’d me round my Waist!?®

He was as rude as possible to me; but I remembered, Mamma, the
instructions you gave me to avoid being ravished, and followed them,
which soon brought him to terms, and he promised me, on quitting my
hold, that he would leave the bed.

O Parson Williams, how little ave all the men in the world

compared to thee! My master was as good as his word.?*
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% Samuel Richardson, Pamela; or, Virtue Rewarded, eds. Thomas Keymer and
Alice Wakely (Oxford: Oxford UP, 2001) 203.

2 Henry Fielding, Joseph Andrews and Shamela, ed. Martin C. Battestin
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1961) 324.
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