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Dracula in Mexico: A Study of Carlos Fuentes’s “Vlad”

Carlos Fuentes is one of the best known writers of the Boom of Latin American
Literature in the 1960s. Scholars have mostly focused on Fuentes’ search for Mexican
identity in his works. The other aspects of his works, however, such as his uses of
points of view, his international experience, and especially the ‘relativity’ in his use of
parody and in his descriptions of otherness, families and politics, have not sufficiently
be focused on. This paper aims to show how the “relativity” functions in “Vlad,”
a fantastic story by Fuentes which was published in 2004 along with five others in
Inquieta compariia. | also aim to examine the recent interest of Fuentes by focusing on
European Dracula and other texts and movies, which are referred to in “Vlad.”

Dracula, the famous novel by Bram Stoker, has been read as an expression of
oppositions between countries and between communities, or of xenophobia. By
reading “Vlad” we find that Dracula also contains an aspect of cultural amalgamation,
which appears in the descriptions of vampire bats that in reality inhabit only Middle
and South America. “Vlad” draws attention to that cultural mixture in Dracula. And
a close reading of the story makes it clear that vampires once were gods in Mexican
indigenous culture. The metamorphosis from European Dracula to Mexican Dracula
shows Fuentes’s text’s “relativity.”

[t is possible to read “Vlad” as a parody, because the story contains many details
from previous texts and movies about vampires. The European vampire becomes a
god in Mexico, and this can be seen by examining characters’ names in “Vlad.” Even
though it is one of Fuentes’s fantastic stories, “Vlad” indicates his recent interest in

relativity, which can only be expressed in the relation of otherness.
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