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OSHIDORI

There was a falconer and hunter, named Sonjo, who lived in the district called Tamura-no-Gd,
of the province of Mutsu. One day he went out hunting, and could not find any game. But on his
~way home, at a place called Akanuma, he perceived a pair of oshidori (mandarin-ducks), swimming
&omogow in a river that he was about to cross. To kill oshidori is not good ; but Sonjo happened
to be very hungry, and he shot at the pair. His arrow pierced the male: the female escaped into
the rushes of the farther shore, and disappeared. Sonjo took the dead bird home, and cooked it.

That night he dreamed a dreary dream. It seemed to him that a beautiful woman came into
his room, and stood by his pillow, and began to weep. So bitterly did she weep that Sonjo felt
as if his heart were _oomsw torn out while he mmmonom. And the woman cried to him : “Why—oh !
why did you kill him?—of what wrong was he guilty?...At Akanuma we were so happy together—
and you killed him!... What harm did he ever do you? Do you even know what you have done?—
oh! do you know what a cruel, what a wicked thing you have done?...Me too you have killed—
for T will not live without my husband!...Only to tell you this I came.”...Then again she wept
aloud—sobitterly that the voice of her crying pierced into the marrow of the listener’s bones ; —
and she sobbed out the words of this poem:

Hi kurureba
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Sasoeghi mono wo—
Akanuma no
Makomo no kure no
Hitori-ne zo uki |
(At the coming of twilight I invited him to return with me—! Now to sleep alone in the shadow
of the rushes of Akanuma—ah! what misery unspeakable!) And after having uttered these verses
she exclaimed: “Ah, you do not know—you caunot know what you have done! But A._o.LBoH.HS%b
when you go to Akanuma, you will see—you will see....” So saying, and weeping very piteously,
she went away.
When Sonjo awoke in the morning, this dream remained so vivid in his mind that he was

greatly troubled. He remembered the words: “But to-morrow, when you go to Akanuma, you will

see—you will see.” And he resolved to go there at once, that he might learn whether his dream

was anything more than dream.

| So he went to Akanuma;and there, ~when he came to the river-bank, he saw the female
oshidori swimming alone. In the same moment the bird perceived Sonjd ; but, instead of trying to
escape, she swam straight toward him, looking at him the while in a strange fixed way. Then with

her beak, she suddenly tore open her own body, and died before the hunter’s eyes. ...
210 | QO [+ KmE ] VS0 QR®E0°
S K X @ v om &
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JIU-ROKU-ZAKURA

In Wakegori, a district of the province of Iyo, there is a very ancient and famous cherry-
tree, called ‘“Jiu-roku-zakura,” or “the Cherry-tree of the Sixteenth day,” because it blooms every
year upon the sixteenth day of the first month (by the old lunar calendar)—and only upon that
day. Thus the time of its flowering is the Period of Great Cold—though the natural habit of a
cherry-tree is to wait for the spring season before venturing to blossom. But the Jiu-roku-zakura
blossoms with a life that is not—or, at least, was not originally—its own. There is the ghost of
a man in that tree.

He was a samurai of Iyo;and the tree grew in his garden;and it used to flower at the usual
time—that is to say, about the end of March or the beginning of April. He had played under that
tree when he was a child ; and his parents and grandparents and ancestors had hung to its

blossoming branches, season after season for more than a hundred years, bright strips of colored

paper inscribed with poems of praise. He himself became very old—outliving all his children;and .

there was nothing in the world left for him to love except that tree. And lo! in the summer of a
certain year, the tree withered and died !

Excedingly the old man sorrowed for his tree. Then kind neighkors found him a young and
beautiful cherry-tree, E&&Eim@ it in his garden—hoping thus to comfort him. And he thanked
them, and pretended to be glad. But really his heart was full of pain: for he had loved the old
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tree so well that nothing could have consoled him for the loss of it.

At last there came to him a happy thought ! he remembered a way by which the perishing tree
might be saved. (It was the sixteenth day of the first month.) Alone he went into his garden,
and bowed down before the withered tree, and spoke to it, saying: “Now deign, I beseech you,
once more to zooan because I am going to die in your stead.” (For it is believed that one can
really give away one’s life to another person, or to a creature, or even to a tree, by the favor of
the gods; —and thus to transfer one’s life is expressed by the term “migawari ni tatsu,” “to act
as a substitute.”) Then under that tree wm spread a white cloth, and divers coverings, and sat
down upon the coverings, and performed hara-kiri after the fashion of a samurai. And the ghost
of him went into the tree, p:@ made it blossom in that same hour.

And every year it still blooms on the sixteenth day of the first month, in the season of snow.
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“Besides, I should like, when my time comes, to be laid away in some Euddhist graveyard of
the ancient kind—so that my ghostly company should be ancient, caring nothing for the fashions
and the changes and the disintegrations of Meiji. That old cemetery kehind my garden would te
a suitable place. Everything there is beautiful with a teauty ow exceeding and startling queeress;
each tree and stone has been shaped by some old, old ideal which no longer exists in any living

brain; even the shadows are not of this time and sun, but of a world forgotten, that never Lknew

steam or electricity or magnetism. Also in the boom of the big bell there is a quaintness of tone ,
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which waken feelings, so strangely far-away from all the nineteenth century part of me, that the
faint blind stirrings of them make me afraid —deliciously afraid. Never do I hear that billowing
peal but I become aware of a striving and a fluttering in the abyssal part of my ghost—a sensation
as of memories struggling to reach the light beyond the obscurations of a million million deaths
and births. I hopo to remain within hearing of that bell... And considering the possibility of my
being doomed to the state of a Jiki-ketsu-gaki, I want to have my chance of being reborn in some
bamboo flower-cup, or mizutame, whence I migat issue softly, singing my thin and pungent song,

to bite some people that I know.”

— 132 —





