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Task-based
Lanquage Teaching

o TBLT challenges mainstream views
about Llanguage teaching

o The principle that language
learning will progress where
learners’ natural language
learning capacity can be
nurtured




Task-based
Lanquage Teaching

o Synthetic s:ji.mbi

d a sequence ﬁfrom Linguistic
simplicity to linguistic complexity

o Analytic svuaba

o Organized around the purposes
for learning a language




Task-based
Lanquage Teaching

o Research shows that learners do
not learn Linguistic unikts one at
a time

o They induce the Linguistic
information from the samples
they are working on




Task-based
Lanquage Teaching

o Theories of lanquage learning behind
TBLT

o KrasheW's Iv\pué vacw%hesis
a Swain's (}uﬁpuﬁ vaa&hesis
o Lowhg's Interaction ijoﬁkesis

3 \fjgcwﬁswj’s Zone of Proximal
Development theory

Thursday, July 4, 13



Task-based
Lanquage Teaching

o The syllabus is composed of tasks

e Many definitions of what a kask is, but
two elements:

o (a) a process of working toward a
goal or outcome, and

o (b) a focus on meaning rather than
form.




Task-based
Lanquage Teaching

o In general, a task is that is which:

o Each interactankt holds a different
portion of iformation which must
be exchanged and manipulated in
order to reach the task outcome.




Task-based
Lanquage Teaching

o Roth itnteractanks are requ&red ko
request and supply this information to
each other.

o Interactants have the samwe or
aomvergav& qoals,

o Only one acceptable outcome is possible
fyom their attempts to meet the goal
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Task-based
Lanquage Teaching

e Many types of basks:

o (&) jigsaw

o (b) information gap activibies
o (c) problem solving

o (d) decision making

o (e) opinion gap
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o Tasks developed from pedagogic
taskes, which are developed from
target tasks, which are developed
ﬂfm'm real-world tasks, which are
developed from needs analysis
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o In a bkaske sequence there is:
o A pre-task stage

o Learnhers get to lnow the topic and the
language required for it

o A task stage
o Learwners do the kasie
o A pas&-—-&o\sw stage

o Learners report on the task or have a funal
product
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Some ‘Primtiptesz




o The class activities have a
perae&vcad purpose and a clear
oubtcome

o The logical thinking processes
to compteée the taslke are
brolken dowin inko smaller s%eps
o The demand on the learner

speakeer should be jus% above
EK@. learner’s activity to do
the kaslke without h@.?[p




oThe teacher seeks ways of
ivolving the students in
Ehe process

o The teacher uses whatever
Llanquaqge necessary to
aomprehemd the lesson

o The teacher Frovid@.s the
correct target form by
recasting:




. when when is your birthday.
. uh Ju- Ju::ne twenty:: one.

. June twenty first?=
. =first. yeah.

. oh okay




oThe teacher provides good
models of the tarqget
Language

o The teacher does nok
interrupt when the students
are focused on meaning

aStudent receive feedback on
their perﬂformavxte




oThe students have nput into
the desigi way they

carry task
o The Os% Faske Pubtic
presemhﬁom makees bthe

students focus on accuracy
o
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oSome other task types:
oUnfocussed/Focussed
o Converqgent/Divergent

o Twowwav / O-Mamwmj

aeke




A TBLT class
sequence




Pre-task (including topic and task)
The teacher

* introduces and defines the topic
* uses activities to help students recall/learn useful words and phrases
 ensures students understand task instructions
* may play a recording of others doing the same or a similar task

The students

* note down useful words and phrases from the pre-task activities and/or the recording
* may spend a few minutes preparing for the task individually

Task cycle

Task Planning | Report
The students The students | The students

* do the task in pairs/small groups. It may be * prepare to report to the class how they did e present their spoken reports to the class, or
based on a reading/listening text the task and what they discovered/decided circulate/display their written reports

* rehearse what they will say or draft a written

The teacher version for the class to read

* acts as monitor and encourages students

| The teacher

| * acts as chairperson, selecting who will speak
The teacher | next, or ensuring all students read most of
 ensures the purpose of the report is clear the written reports
* acts as language adviser may give brief feedback on content and form
* helps students rehearse oral reports or | * may play a recording of others doing the
organise written ones same or a similar task

Language focus

Analysis Practice
The students The teacher

* do consciousness-raising activities to identify and process » conducts practice activities after analysis activities where
specific language features from the task text and/or necessary, to build confidence
transcript

: The students
* may ask about other features they have noticed

* practise words, phrases and patterns from the
The teacher analysis activities
* reviews each analysis activity with the class |  practise other features occurring in the task
* brings other useful words, phrases and text or report stage
patterns to students’ attention * enter useful language items in their
* may pick up on language items language notebooks
from the report stage
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Arquments Against
Task-RBased

o Littlewood (2007)




Arqument 1

Classroom Manhagement
The need for teacher
conkrol

Qespomse

Focused
Taskes
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Arqument 2

Minimal Demainds on
Compe&evwe

Skudents use the bare
minimum to get bj

f&esyanse
Task desigin so thak

WMOTE &omptex ouk Fm,%

resulks
Inecrease mwotivakion




Arqument 3

Avoidance of English
Students may not use
English as the medium

Kes Pomse

Task desiqn so that
skudents are r@.qmred ko

use thglish to compw.&@.
Fhe basie

Inecrease mobtivatkion




Argument 4

Conflict with educational
values and Eraditions
Knowledge accumulation
and khowledqge
Eransmission

Qesgomse

Learning a foreigqn lanquaqge
Ls atr@.&c&j oubside bthe
culbture

Increase wotivakion



Arqument §

ImcampaEibii.EEv wikh Fmbi&c
assessment demands
Enkrance examinations

Qesgomse

Nohe
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o Ancther criticism is Ehat
it is very difficulk to
sequence Faskes

oA Lot of research on this
EOPE;&




Task-based Lanquaqge
Teaching #1

o 1. What are the qoals of teachers who
use this method?

o To facilitate the students’
language learning by engaging
thena i basks that have a clear

oubtcomwe




Task-based Lanquaqge
Teaching #2

o 2. What is the role of the teacher? Whak
is the role of the students?

o Teacher:

o Choose taslks
o Create tasks within the ability and
needs of the students
o Skudents
o communicate eﬂfﬂf@;t&vetj




Task-based Lanquaqge
Teaching #3

o 3 What are some characteristics of
the teaching/learning Faro&ess?

o A kasle sequence

d Pre~taske

8 Main kaske
d Posk-taske




Task-based Lanquaqge
Teaching #4
o 4 What is the nature of student-
teacher interaction? What is the

nature of student -student
thberaction?

o Teacher is the mFauﬁ F&rov&d&r

o Skudenks worlke atoseiv i groups
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o § How are the feelings of the
students dealk wikh?

o The tasks prepare the students for
the real world




Task-based Lanquaqge
Teaching #&

o & How is lanquage viewed? How is
culbure viewed?

o Lanquage is for commumnicating

and doing

o Culkure not @.xpiiciﬂv dealk wikh




Task-based Lanquaqge
Teaching #7

o 7 What areas of lanquaqge are
emyhas&md? What langquage skills are
emyhas&md?

o The meaning dimension of languqge




Task-based Lanquaqge
Teaching #¥%

o ¥ What is the role of the students'
native language?

@ No exytic:&& role




Task-based Lanquaqge

@ 9 How is evaluakion accom[aushed?

o ohgoiing th Light c;wf task cubcomes




Task-based Lanquaqge
Teaching #1o

o 10 How does bthe beacher respomd ko
skudent errors?

o Error correction through modeling
and recasts




