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Self and Law in The Paper Men by William Golding

Yasunori
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For Wilfred Barclay, novelist, the law of the outer world is always in conflict with his

closed self.

He confines himself to the imaginary world filled with fantasy and

hallucination. He hates his rigid ego being prised open by any external force, whether it

is Man or God. Especially, Rick L.
persecutor.

prying into the author’s private affairs.

more he feels haunted by a series of its symbols.

Tucker, bogus Professor, is an unbearable
Impatient to be appointed as Barclay’s official biographer, Tucker keeps on
The more Barclay represses his secret self, the

In other words, a chain of symbols for

the repressed fact pursues him in the form of actual persons or objects; Rick Tucker,
Halliday and others, a signed contract, as well as his manuscripts tucked in the chest.

On the other hand,

world ruled by symbolic order or law. Barclay’s soul fluctuates between the

he has a hidden wish to expose his whole self to the symbolic

rejection

and acceptance of this law. His self-contradictory feelings caused by this fluctuation drive

the plot of this novel.

However, the propriety of the actual law, which is continually

persecuting him in this novel, needs to be re-examined.
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But—and here the patchiness comes in—1I got
into a nursing home somehow. I'd had a vivid
encounter with the red hot worms under my
carapace and a nice female doctor got them
out of me through various chinks which she
demonstrated by showing me a live lobster
from the fish market and then again sometimes
I think I dreamed the whole thing. Of course,
she left the heat inside me but I thought I could
put up with that.?
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“You see, you are what biologists used to
call exoskeletal. Most people are what they
called endoskeletal, have their bones inside.
But you, my dear, for some reason known
only to God, as they say of anonymous bodies,
have spent your life inventing a skeleton on
the outside. Like crabs and lobsters. That's
terrible, you see, because the worms get inside
and... they have the place to themselves. So
my advice, seeing you're going to make me a
loan and noblesse oblige et cetera, is to get
the

rid of the armour, the exoskeleton,

carapace, before it's too late.” (p.114)
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It was in the north transept. It faced me
across the whole width. It was a solid silver
statue of Christ but somehow the silver looked
like steel, had that frightening suggestion of
blue. It was taller than I am, broad-shouldered
and striding forward like an archaic Greek
statue. It was crowned and its eyes were
rubids or garnets or carbuncles or plain red
glass that flared like the heat in my chest.
Perhaps they had

inherited it in these parts and just changed

Perhaps it was Christ.

the name and it was Pluto, the god of the
Underworld, Hades, striding forward. I stood
there with my mouth open and the flesh
crawling over my body. I knew in one
destroying instant that all my adult life I
had believed in God and this knowledge
was a vision of God. Fright entered the very
marrow of my bones. Surrounded, swamped,
confounded, all but destroyed, adrift in the
universal intolerance, mouth open, screaming,
bepissed and beshitten, I knew my maker and

1 fell down.(p.123)
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Wiz, cofEsx [BE] ("stigmata”) EWLT,
EhiLEDZBE LT 5,

“You will find this difficult to believe but I
suffer with the stigmata. Yes. Four of the
five wounds of Christ. Four down and one to

#

go. No. You can’t see the wounds, unlike
with poor old Padre Pio. But I assure you my
hands and feet hurt like hell-or should I say
heaven?” “I don’t think—" “You don’t think
people like me should claim such distinctions?”
He was looking round in a worried manner
as if, I thought, to find a really good shrink
to recommend. Perhaps he would give me the
name and address of his own. “Come, vicar.
Don’t you find it remarkable?” “You are
serious?” “Otherwise you'll be off again to
those publicans and sinners?” “Oh no. Or
rather—you are serious?” “I shoulb be! At
times they hurt like hell.” He looked closely
into my face. “You must be very proud of

them.” (pp.187—88)
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