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Primitive Epistemology : The Problem of Sensibility
and Imagination in The Inheritors

Yasunori SUGIMURA
(REFI60#E10 A 25 B 1)

‘A picture in the head’ which William Golding contrives in The Inheritors not only
reproduces the language of ancient people to amuse the reader, but poses a fundamental
problem of our sensibility and imagination. The Neanderthals always spread highly
sensitive antennae to perceive the state of affairs around them. This intuitive insight
includes memory and anticipation, and their imaginative faculty is generated from this
simultaneous perception of the past, the present, and the future. The pictures thus acquired
are transmitted almost perfectly to others. Their pictures have ‘poetic brilliance’, and the
community shares the lively passion to form the image of the Earth Mother ‘Oa’.

On the other hand, the New People’'s language is far more excellent than the
Neanderthals’ in terms of fluency and the speed of communication. But ‘intuition’ and
‘pictorialization’ disappear from the New People. They cannot communicate their passion
any more, so that the community lacks the lively contact. The pent—up passion degenerates
into jealousy, malice, and a desire for power.

In this paper, I'd like to treat the behavioral difference between two human races not

as ‘good and evil’ dichotomy, but rather as the problem of sensibility and imagination

inherent in our speech act and perceptive function.
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One of the deep silences fell on them, that

seemed so much more natural than speech, a
timeless silence in which there were at first
many minds in the overhang; and then perhaps
no mind at all, So fully discounted was the
roar of the water that the soft touch of the
wind on the rocks became audible. Their ears
as if endowed with separate life sorted the
tangle of tiny squnds and accepted them, the
sound of breathing, the sound of wet clay

flaking and ashes falling in/?

The sharp line of the horizon blurred and
the forest lightened. There was a cloud rising
over the waterfall, mist stealing up from the
sculptured basin, the pounded river water being
thrown back by the wind. The i1sland dimmed,
the wet mist stole towards the terrace, hung
under the arch of the overhang and enveloped
the people in drops that were too small to be

felt and could only be seen in numbers, Lok’'s
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nose opened automatically and sampled the
complex of odours that came with the mist,
(P.42)

Over the sea in a bed of cloud there was a
dull orange light that expanded. The arms of
the clouds turned to gold and the rim of the
moon nearly at the full pushed up among
them. The sill of the fall glittered, lights ran
to and fro along the edge or leapt in a sudden
sparkle. The

definition, the birch trunk that overtopped them

trees on the island acquired
was suddenly silver and white. Across the
water on the other side of the gap the cliff
still harboured the darkness but everywhere
else the mountains exhibited their high snow
and ice. (PP.42—43)
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The doe was wrecked and scattered. Fa split
open her belly, slit the complicated stomach
and spilt the sour cropped grass and broken
Lok beat in the skull to
get at the brain and levered open the mouth to
wrench away the tongue. They filled the
stomach with tit—bits and twisted up the guts
so that the stomach became a floppy bag. All
the while, Lok talked between his grunts, “This
is bad. This is very bad.” Now the limbs were
smashed and bloodily jointed. Liku crouched
by the doe eating the piece of liver that Fa had

shoots on the earth.

given her., The air between the rocks was
forbidding with violence and sweat, with the
rich smell of meat and wickedness. “Quick!
Quick!” (P. 54)
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under the watching birds, (P. 54)
TEEDOMIF, 0 71, “This is bad” &L BWVHET, 7 =
A (Fa)ld, =L B 20O LB BEY e v
IBWHASTHS D, “Quick! Quick! "7 &
ETd, 22, 6D 0IZABEZENTV
BEOLBRBSOFWDN D 5, ZOOEzIE, 0
DLOFTHL L B2 b, HEFRILAZLVE
lEHA, LAL, BBNE, S0OMELBEO

i

B
S

EE UL AOTHEBT 2L 2Ah6EAEN
BEDTH b, 6 DEITIE, Kbz ‘0a’ DA £ —
CHENFEBED,

Lok spoke
darkness. “This is very bad. Oa brought the
doe out of her belly.” (P. 54)
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The moon was caught round the rocks and

loudly, acknowledging the

paul Sartre)

they were outlined. As he watched, one of the
farther rocks began to change shape. At one
side a small bump elongated then disappeared
quickly. The top of the rock swelled, the hump
fined off at the hase and elongated again then
halved its height. Then it was gone. Lok stood
and let the pictures come and go in his head.
One was a piclure of a cave bear that he had
once seen rear itself out of the rock and heard
This thing, this black

changing shape, had something of the bear’s

roar like the sea....
slow movement in it. He screwed up his eyes
and peered at the rock to see if it would change
The blob of darkness

coagulate round the stem like a drop of blood

agoin. .. . seemed to
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on a stick. It lengthened, thickened again,
lengthened. (Italics mine.) (P. 79)
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The screaming tore him inside. It was not
like the screaming of Fa when she was bearing
the baby that died, or the mourning of Nil
when Mal was buried; it was like the noise
the horse makes when the cat sinks its curved
teeth into the neck and hangs there, sucking
blood. Lok was screaming himself without
knowing it and fighting with thorns. And his
senses told him through the screaming that
Liku was doing what no man and no woman

could do. She was moving away across the
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river. (P. 105)

The weed—tail was shortening. The green tip
was withdrawing up river., There was a
darkness that was consuming the other end,
The darkness became a thing of complex shape,
of sluggish and dreamlike movement. Like the
specks of dirt, it turned over but not aimlessly.
It was touching near the root of the weed—tail,
bending the tail, turning over, rolling up the
tail towards him, The arms moved a little and
the eyes shone as dully as the stones. They
revolved with the body, gazing at the surface,
at the width of deep water and the hidden
bottom with no trace of life or speculation.
A skein of weed drew across the face and the
eyes did not blink. The body turned with the
same smooth and heavy motion as the river
itself until its back was towards him rising
along the weedtail, The head turned towards
him with dreamlike slowness, rose in the water,
came towards his face. Lok had always been
awed by the old woman though she was his
mother.... Though she wrapped them all in
her understanding and compassion there was
sometimes a remote stillness in what she did
that left them humble and abashed. Therefore
they loved her and dreaded her without fear,
and they dropped their eyes before her, But
now Lok saw her face to face and eye to eye,
close. She was ignoring the injuries to her
body, her mouth was open, the tongue showing
and the specks of dirt were circling slowly in
and out as though i1t had been nothing but a
hole in a stone. Her eyes swept across the
bushes, across his face, looked through him
without seeing him, rolled away and were
gone. (PP. 108-109)
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There was pink in the sky and a new green
in the tops of the trees. The buds that had been
no more than points of life had opened into
fingers so that their swarms had thickened
against the light and only the larger branches
were visible, The earth itself seemed to vibrate
as though it were working to force the sap up
the trunks.
mourning died away Lok attended to this
He

crawled, he took up bulbs with his fingers and

Slowly as the sounds of his

vibration and was minutely comforted.

chewed them, his throat rose and swallowed.,
He remembered his thirst again and went
crouched and questing for firm ground by the
water, He let himself head down from a raking
branch, held with one hand and sucked at the
dark onyx surface. (P. 190)
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Liku took the little Oa from her chest and
balanced her on her shoulder. Suddenly the
girl laughed, showing her teeth and then Liku
laughed and they were laughing together.
(PP. 153—154)
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The two people beneath the tree were making
noises fiercely as though they were quarrelling.
In particular the fat woman had begun to hoot
like an ow! and Lok could hear Tuami
gasping like a man who fights with an animal
and does not think he will win. He looked
down at them and saw that Tuami was not
only lying with the fat woman but eating her

as well for there was black blood running
from the lobe of her ear. (P. 175)

Their fierce and wolflike battle was ended.
They had fought it seemed against each other,
consumed each other rather than lain together
so that there was blood on the woman’s face
and the man’s shoulder. Now, the fighting
done and peace restored between them, or
whatever state it was that was restored, they
played together. (P. 176)
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The world with the boat moving so slowly
at the centre was dark amid the light, was
untidy, hopeless, dirty. (P. 225)

., Tuami looked at the line of darkness.
It was far away and there was plenty of water
in between. He peered forward past the sail to
see what lay at the other end of the lake, but
it was so long, and there was such a flashing
from the water that he could not see if the
line of darkness had an ending. (P. 233)
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There was light now in each cavern, lights
faint as the starlight reflected in the crystals
of a granite cliff. The lights increased, acquired
definition, brightened, lay each sparkling at
Suddenly,
noiselessly, the lights became thin crescents,

the lower edge of a cavern.
went out, and streaks glistened on each cheek.,
The lights appeared again, caught among the
the beard. They

elongated, dropped from curl to curl and

silvered curls of hung,
gathered at the lowest tip. The streaks on the
cheeks pulsed as the drops swam down them,
a great drop swelled at the end of a hair of
the beard, shivering and bright. It dctached
itself and fell in a silver flash, striking a
withered leaf with a sharp pat. The water rat
scurried away and plopped into the river,
(P. 220)
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