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A tentative proposal for the argument structure of the copula be in
Construction Grammar

Tabayashi, Yoichi

This paper examines the argument structure of copula be by applying
Goldberg’s Construction Grammar (1995). Firstly I make a survey of the relation
between Argument Structures and Case. Secondly I propose that the relation
between arguments governed by the copula and the thematic role can not be
explamed by Government - Binding Theory (here after GB Theory) and event
structures (Langacker, 1987). Finally I try to explain the argument structure of the
copula by using Construction Grammar.

Though phrases with the copula violate the Case Theory and Theta-Criterion,
they are totally grammatical and acceptable. Thus, we must conclude that the
copula is one of the specimens which may falsify GB Theory. Langacker’s event
structures can not deal with the copula from the perspective of argunient
structures as well.

Instead of GB Theory and event structures, I suggest that Goldbergs
Construction Grammar will explain the argument structure of the copula. I
hypothesize that Construction knowledge may provide an argument structure for
the phrases with the copula. In this paper I treat only the argument structure of
the copula and do not mention the thematic role concerned with these érgument
structures.

Furthermore, the identification of the thematic role’s relation to the
argument structure of the copula requires further and careful consideration. My
purpose in this paper is only to clarify the form of argument structures, not to
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clarify the relation between thematic roles and argument structures. However this
proposal will help to clarify the formulation of the thematic role of the copula.
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Ak TS L R ORBCRAAMEEL L 71, 15 be (D3ACY HIEREES, Chomsky
DERCOGE, FrRObERAEHRS (LT, GBEER) &' Langacker (1987) 502
B HESHEIETS T TIIRA RN L 2FITT D, I, #EY be 2 HSUEIED DI
J& UTRESOERRIC Lo TR T2 Z L 2 B T4,

AfE CIHEE . Langacker (1987) 128G S HrBiEas FE84#E, Chomsky

(1981) IZfRFR s HatilEa% GB HEm & RS, UG TR~ 2 IE#E X GB B
MOFNLD bEIROEOTHD Z L 2R, BSEERUEELIZ, HE BB
TENOBHERA L0 RS 6 2 LA BRI E 95,

0.1 IEtEEEHE

TR &b & O D IRREN B 8953503, T OER R ER a e LTSN T
IR, 1T EAEDERTIE TEEE (Argument-structure) 1IZEMEE| L EEE
REMREFRF OB D) LN OEIRE UTCRHEE R L LT 52, Grimshow (1990)
(A DRFEOERA AL S 5 DICHEEIN VBB BT D08, &
Fo b LCIIBETIERV )y, Chomsky (1981) 13TEA [TEERCHAREL W7 30%
BARRDIG-Z AL OALE (A-position) | EEFEL TWHDY, SGERBROESRE LT I
15ER30% (Grammatical Relations) % 5-% D& IEMEEZ 5.2 A&, AIHHE)
EFFL, SGERR ETEDORRN b — b 2o A, K (2002) T,
A GRGEC & > COUZBOBNIE ). SOEBRE STORE L~ VLT U O &2
DBNEDT T Y —] SV BBERARERITHIE L T 5,

AFE IR TEWREEIZHE S 55 & LT, BB e T, EEis,
HITHEZ L > TEH% b, BRI 2 GNAEOBOFEREEIOHICH 5 &
RES 53,

AR ST LAEHRI 0 bD, SURIKIE, SSEORTERIL BTS2
LD BUTEECIEK, BB, AR EE L0 5B LWV STERIIERENTO4
FRIDRBIEA D30 Dt Cén D 4, —75 GB Bla<° Fillmore (1968) O#&3C
TS RTEI T2,

SR I\ N T DRI = 12— DB E AT 5 L BT AMEI A L
7o, MRIREMARTIRD L, ERIEFE Lo THEBRESCRIER, s -
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I TRSNDD, TONRHZER IABERYHEN T,

THEHEIIIE LB BRZ 5> QD TAIERAD DIFRAE 52 DILDToD, 32
B A C D RER) & SRR eRER 2 Knl 90 Z ENTE D, —T7, SUEH
IIAER ), BRE, BEEEDOIEICAE SD bOT, SRk &R
N E D 2E7R, AR T RIS ZTE T

FROFEEROE LD & LT, T LFROBIRIIMRD THHEIZDS T DTEFRITHEIR T,
TSRS b 72 & TWEDMBERIELE, MIEE O OH 6 BTERRR E7)
O bTEEND LT D,

1. A

AKE T, Langacker (1987). Goldberg (1995) KM(* Chomsky (1981) Ti
SRR I o TSI IR > T 5, VBRI
BN DD, F4 52 AR U CRIEION A -V 2,

11 AERCOECRIT DS & 2 ORTER

el & B U T o B ROy s OFRARE S 5 B LT ARCIETIR
B EERCERE & WV o Tm AR OBRERIZRET D HET > TE, Ziuk
Fillmore (1968) Mi&SGEAE+HE L7zt T, GB EHinOH AT & FIFAZ,
SEEHE G (Bresnan & Zaenen, 1990) 72 EZ b5 &MU TE -, GBEERT
L, BRI 52 ONAMEAIEE L, EEIH HmEDOERAIE ST 5010
VAR RISTADEASIR (Grimshow, 1990) EIRET S (0.1 28R) 7, Ll
RSSO ERBRIIERT, 2 ORISR R Lo o TR E3E
TV EHEHEE LTCNBTD, 582 OHGERN B 5, |

(1) She put the vase on the table.
GB #imiZ LU, put (3EE =>5 2 A8ET, BifEE, 8, B0 =20
WE TR S, £ LT, — DRI — DOEWEE M5 S A A

% 0 Bg & MY, GB BEGOERS AR L T D8, (1) OFICTHL, She AEWEEZ
vase 2\HEA ., table DMEFTOBEMEEE IV EUE . B put OMERIELRE
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BT DITAAIRARER L ERSND, 1205, 2) TR ZOFADHN S,

(2) A: What did she put on the table?
B: She put the vase.

B DF5EE X on the table 23BEFHEHR & SNDHT2H, FEESI2NT EMREU, AiE
2T, ANTRGIEZHZ AR THIO THIE S D13 DG put 75, “FEZ2W L
VT TEHAE D T2 TR ATREIZ 0 5,

TNEFERGIIICHEIR LT, (2) @ BIZRI 5385ET on the table ZTE(FANT

RO BB L SO IE EEVERIC BB b Sy (BTG, msEOEM Ve
TN EEZEXBIL TR NG Th D,
L F OB a5,

(8) *It seems John to be sad.

(3) DIFEMEZ GB Ham CIILA T O L OISR 2, RIG, HEERC LD B
HRFOLF AN LTRG-S TR 700y, Lo LB seem [ ZHERFAT
DT 59 DR I TREOAEIZ LAVa <. BEGEDALEIZH D John 13
EZMB B TIND Z LIS TE R, John [TF I AFF AR TH V) 7273 bk
IMTE- SR DTIELTH D, VL EEEE 2 2 ECUUF OB 2,

(4) a.Johnis sad.
b. John 1s a student.

(4a) 1IER is AHEE FFEOMEIZ 253 50DT, @EThHd, LnL,

4b) TIETE AR O45R] student | IHED M 5- ZAU72 T B D903 B3 5EK Th
%, HIC GB #ERTCIE, EFSFE—MA RIS (KEBR) SIET 576,

ZHF1 (b)) ([ZBWTHEL L7 —>0O45] John & student Ol FI kDM

ENWERERTTOIVTLE S, ZOFEZRET DM~ FHETER] be &iEEE
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YRR REFEECH A CHET HZ L7208, FAUCIERTEOAREI 37 B 70,
PLE, GB B ClaEs ez R BB BB CORENVE LA 2 b, iR
72 DRI 4R L OREO OX DFFIE L 375 Z L IXTE RN L& /T

1.2 SR Benveniste (1966) 2 L 4R be & O ES
Ll (1975, 1981) Tid, #EEbe ZHFHEEMC L > TR L T\, Bit, (4b)
[FELFO L5 I EHEEEFF & LT3,

(5) John is in the state of being a student.

i B3 < ETEMNARE 2> 72 b DT, @b) 1238\ T student (ZFE%
G4 DEEREHH LTV vauy,

Benveniste (1966) Tid, il 255 CHRGEEDSEETED be ZHF/720 & LT
A S Ot have & DI Z DR %5 U T D, BHUm &7 REHIERE be 13
Iﬁ’@ifoﬁb \, Benveniste |Z, #EE be | HAl—1E% 33O TUH] 7z ARFHICT A~

DEZELZAT RN, SERHORHIIST DRI Z8E & L TORBL L 355
& LT@?@%@H&E‘ ZHTRF 518 be AMASHETT 200 Z L EETH
LHEFERL TS,

T EETCIL, ﬁﬁ%fﬁ@%ﬁ ZBWT, ZoDAFARIORN & DR IEANEEED
HREA RT3, @ be Z1F D SRETIL, 0 U TREOBIE LS TRV RS LT
FERET DIRLEDS, — DDBEFTRL S Cdh D1 be IZ KL > CRBHL SN L RHZ &
bk, b, <IHETDH> LI BEIRESEIZRDbe &, &L LTDbe |2
FIARE BRI, T T BEEOLL T ORISR 5,

(6) elzhkon ha  ‘elazh  ‘elshin.
NomSg-Pos 3PrsSgPron NomSg NomPl
RO, #hx DFOMTH D,
Benveniste (1966)

o

Z T THEHENR AR T 5 ha AEFEOMREE LT | B4R T DT
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& FREORNZIFH OB R 6D, > T, Benveniste {34 # 34 LS LT
BEN T RHEOBEBRDS, (1] S0 DBEIRE B &> TF ORISR AR S I0E75
5T, Z AR T2 R TR REMSEIIN & TET5, UL,
Benveniste @ HEFAIEWRART-720\ &353R () OL 5 7255 H 5,

(7) Krasot4 est’ informacija
KILHERTHD

BT RE TR v SR, A R R OER est DSBS, 160 T,
BT REOHEE IEHOBERA D LEZ BN D, ZOL D I EFR BT
TOERLDY 5 D70, WM ABEFRRLS Th D LWE TERVY,

1.3 FEAEEIZIT DTS & ZOMRER

FHAHE (event structure) (X, ARIDFREIL, MO SRR 49
DA EOFR A B e AL U CGRIAT 5, FEOMEIIN > TEEST
I3 EF O Th > T, BRAOREET AT b OWSFEZ TR LT Vendler

(1967) LEFHETHDHO, FWENFLUTB - THEFAOFEREIT A7 MIFEB L
T=DIZHRT L, ErBATEIRAOEIOEHNC L > T b ARROATRMCER L
7o FGE WIS TEEREEZ R LT D ODREEENSR OO TH
Do

FEEEMSA I, BREEORANT T 5 3RS D NTREEA T L LT
TERLS L1 0 BRI FRA e BRI MT S DS AR T Z LICh D, LEZ NS,
T LTEHERIEE D OEARLRHERIRE N, —EDOBEEL > T 5 LARFES
D, FEREUGROIIFE T, BRIOEKE, SRl ZEIy W) >~ OHRD
BRERIIOM L T 52 LR BNET511, ZOEZFIIERERG ED
bR, PRHERET. ARGHEREICIR S TS L 2,

Z 9 LT- ST Croft (1991) DffEfESH (causal chain) <° Langacker (1991)
O T2E8 (action chain) THEEIIVTOEN, HEENE/R D720 CRERNTK
IV, BIIER AT 5208 E L LT, BMEMOMAERRERTET
IVTHD, b HELFSHEELRIETH Y | (8) DT 9 DL HlzEsD,
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(8) Water is cold.
9) e state

P ()

P=cold y=water

Q) IR PIZBITH y DiRREZER LT 5, K (2002) (FIEE FDREE
BREIT->E Y ZFLH7=0IC, Langacker (1987) <° Croft (1991) 127260, 'V
Y— R EFNEEST Q) OLIIFTRLTNA,

Q) KDETN,
7K —
® - @
STATE; coLp
K (2002)

EEE FORI TR LIRITEROSNE ZE L, RANISIEMOREL ENE
N#ET, @) TEHARZOFRINTOEN, EEOSIETT k) OHTHY
BUEEITHEME (8 RE5x6n5,

10) 1%, EFEEOEY v—K - 7TV ThH A,

(10) EEAN F7 2B 7=,
BEAN - - K7 = -
® - ® - ® - & - 0 - @
VOL ACT  CAUSE MOVE STATE; oPEN
K (2002)

BHFE OEREENIRFEH ETHNT 2 ) o 7IZE > TRESND, (10) 1334
s PEERAL & TRT ) BEMEEIenen. BB IBEEER->TUTo U~
27 VOL DIFEIZ L VEEE, [ RF7) 1T MOVE-STATE U U 712D\ TEHEEE
RIE SN D,
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B p— R B 7L ORI FIE & BRI ORFRESE SRR TE 5 2 &
A B2 CODFEGINED L D 2B 58275 EDO LD IRFERDEENBRGT
LTWANEFRRTEDHIEThD, FHI, SCVBRIEOHEGIZ IO EHRATIC
B THD, TORTIE GB HERIBEAM, Hatam & OBERIE T, BHE
N2 52 DR HRRE T2, 18-, GB BiEa & [FER, 88t be 2504 5F
ST 672y, IR OB E T 5,

(11) Johnisa student. (=4b)
John student

® - @

STATE; STUDENT

(11) TiX 9) E[ECKREESHAE oMY, student MR 9 AR UOSEBRIEED
EZNBTEEND 00T, RETCEOMERF R Goldberg (1995) 735
FsES 5,

1.4 HESUHEER BT 2 TG

W3S (Construction Grammar) &3, HOFFEDEMK LT HAR DM
DIFHER TS HE 27T, Lakoff (1987) < Fillmore (1982) 07 L— KBk
7 (Frame Semantics) TEHZZOFE IR TWD, Tha LIV IERIELE
D Goldberg (1995) TH 5,

MBI A TRIIBEENIE > T, Q) WUIEEOERE NS

EREOFANIENI Z 70T, (2) KSR L > TRl S A SUEBEZT T/ <,
éf@%if% HEHET D, (3) BRI L FREDRXAIHMERR & & O BHFETR 8, (4)

RGP EIR 2 BRI AN AME) B D, LA SILE 9, Goldberg DR X 72LHE

D—o%, LA EDOFIRITINZCEFRYZEIR SRR ER Y Az Z & T, BRRE
EHDAR—BAAMER T2 Z LoD, BMAEE] & HON—E OB S 3 H AR REE
SR EDMRERTTH L5, A Tl EIEC (cause-motion construction) (2
Wi TS D, BEE T LT, ITD X 2730 TH 2,
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(12) Pat sneezed the foam off the cappuccino.
FIE (2002)

(12) CIHEWEEDOEMEEZ 50 Pat 23 HEOEMREEIEFF foam (2
WEE T, &R OR SN2l 5188 25 | SR 3, MU TiE 2
LSBTl U BIEE 5.2 D, BHREIZ S &3 A3 05555,
2DFEYD, (12) OB FEEEE 8RR sneeze &V IFEERERIZE > ThzbEN
oD TIIR <, B VORI > Th e b sz b O ThHDH, 2D
ESCHMMORESIERAEFEMED S < . 8725 foam OE{ARFEEN)DIHGAENC E
TAE T 7—RNIRTE % (e.g.dohn allowed Mary out of the room) ,

7 L—LEWERL, BI5 sneeze 3R TATAD [ 7F—/ 2 BIaafblEd &0
D IEENEERANIS | ZH I LD D LWV HRRE > QD LT D, ARG
i, FEETE H OB CHE ZEBR sneeze (I IFRA BN 25 XL I D EVD
THR DD LAESND, LocL., ARGEER CHERN AT G SO HFRRHE Y
WCETELHZ L, T L LB CHEEERRA K OB R S GE Ml S 40T
WA Z END, HEERIIBIT AR LA TH D L b b,

(12) 1T D458, #FEmD LYVl cappuccino (SR off 75 B
%, Pat (387 sneeze MO IAEAATE- IS, foam [ TAESTERRD O HAWEZAT
BICND & LasiTERVy, EnEhsem ClaBhR sneeze OIFHA—E T2V
T ORI EDIRE Sy,

(13) *Pat sneezed the foam.
I (2002)

(13) DI EML, B5 sneeze 3 foam [T AATE L7V ERRBACE B3, Z
DRBAEHE LD B & ARGEREGR CIE (12) OSUEMEFBACE e, HAE LI
BB T VAT D 7 L— AERGRTCIL, 2 CARERRRii C e Uitk
DT UE D 72D BRI OREHSE A RIE TE 7220, 6o T, (12) (2B % foam
DOREEIHIEHEIT, R O S5 B2 bivs,
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1.5 HE: be (231 ARECERROIELE
LUFClIEiEEE be A5 w2 S > Tt 5, B5E be ORESCHRRD 7 2 F & A
E. HERSES NPis AP & L. Goldberg (1995) OS> TLLTO L 51
’ ;]—:\Aéj/béo

(14) Composite Structure: Copula be

Sem STATE <+identify> <theme  attribute>
R: means PRED
Syn \Y SUBJ COMP

BT ENE, TEIIVGREE PR IEREE| L HEE T A A A B KA 14,
PRED IIREO#NRZ 3T, Hretbd I 5E S e DI S, B E TN
FNTHEME (F%) & ATTRIBUTE (@) &xhind 515, ZORERE, #ik

(1981) A NP is PP %54 & 92 5 s AV v CEREA R 5 1R &g
Do

EHREEI 5, T STATE (= IDENTIFY 264278, ZAUIEROSHR o
78 RESCOHFE S L LT-BMEE Ch 5, ilRFE/ R 2V T BECOME ° ACT
E VST EAR R BENRONTRIT S D DOEHHES Lz BT, T 2 CladE s
T o T U B EM STATE<Hdentify>%{E 95, TG Tl be (251

%A STATE &[4 LTV 575, Benveniste (1966) 5OFEAENHILRT &
NAZ &, Fiz, RIEZRTFI L AL RTEEIL, B2ORIE7E03E U
FAAEER L QWD BERREEI 30D LB 2 BB T, AROBRE & KT 5,

(14) O7'a M ATHEND, (b)) (2RI AIE L BRI OISR EFRT &
LLUFoy Th 5,

(15) Composite Structure: Copula be:

Sem STATE <tidentify> <theme attribute> .

R: means BE IDENTIFIED O

Syn \Y SUBJ COMP B
18 John student
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THRECER LT SRR D B SN ER Th 5, £9, BIREE STATE
I ATRES D<tidentify>l3, HEE be ORESTETR & ET 5, HESCHRRHEE be 3,
student DEIZIEZTE L, EMEE THEME (%) 2525, FESNLH D
Di% John THHH, ZiUud &b & DOEBE STATE<Hdentify>72 \PE RS CRRERZ
BELTHDDT, FORGERS EIMCRRI 8517,

Goldberg (1995) TiL. {4 OEFANHEIZS L CRTEIETE 2 S5 5%E|

(participant role) . #ESCHERA LGN U G EIREE LTS (argument
role) &FFATXAIL TS, BNEEERENIE 4 DBRIFEOEROBENHIGT S
AN NEBRIFREFFO0Y, EAEN R RRCR S L D72, L0 —ITh
D AIDNNERIF R IFEE SIUTUORY, (0T, TR LIAAEA] (student) 1
FESCHRROERE be 2> HIEZ ST D O THAE] TR ST 2L HaEra] (John)
185 be MBIEEETCNADTHIERE| L IRETE S,

Goldberg (1995) DO&HFIZEET HifEEmr R ONAL, BRZERFIZ LT
No ~ing occured &) LERAESTBAIZ, DX DS 5EPEBE LIz TF =7
THHDTHD, @Ub) ZZOF =y I8 TUIDDHE, (16) 12725,

(16) No John’s being student occured.

FRIDEAFHIZIS T DREAT G- OBISIIFE 2 T le ST hy BT
Haegeman, 1994) . A%a CEEIZTADIFBEEZEOHETH S, A7) b, &5
FIZIDENTIFIED &\ 5 BEEEDHE S 9,

AR L7= L 912 (0.1 20 EE S OB IRD (kR Ch 575, John 133
#% . student [ IAESERERIZ L > CEIE IDENTIFY % 5% G185 be 7> HAg%
RTWD T2, & ERETE D18,

AFE CIIEE A R DEEIOSE L ADO T, M bAEUIERSE LT
SHTUTZ, L, IR (2002) <2 Quirk (1995) &7MERT 2 Loz, ®EED
BRI BT 5 R 2 2mINCEET Do Tideuy,
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2. fiEm

A ClrIEREbe (DI & EIREE GB EE R M OB EHEE S IR e 70 o
AL BT, FEHRENORE LTS Lo TR AIRE Ch A Z L &
Rz, A%OBEE LT, ) 55 be MG DEREENITH, Q) FOES
ZONDHEIHADN, (3) FERELHGED & H L ISR IRAT D0 Lol
RS DN B D, ARRO BHTE & BEREEIDOXSERE I HNTT 5
ZETHY, PR LT EREE OIS < ETHER 2 O TH D,
Bhpnalhett s LT, e 5.2 2SR OF R BEIIANLIEL 9, HE
TRE &L EURRARRE T O B D T & AT T, R RS SCETR
WDBTIALOTIF <, FEHRE T SN A W EREBIS A T DR A
ROTHERRE D KO VTHEEIZR S Z & Th D,
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