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Identifying factors affecting the prospects of Japanese apparel wholesalers
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify factors affecting the prospects of Japanese apparel
wholesalers. Prior to the analysis, we conducted a questionnaire survey to clarify the current positions
of apparel wholesalers, especially regarding their relationships with producers and retailers. In this
survey, wholesalers provided information relating to their expected future prospects in response to the
three scale measure of optimistic, sustainable or pessimistic. After that, we adopted the ordered logit
model to analyze what factors really affected the future prospects of the Japanese apparel wholesalers.
The results were obtained as follows: wholesalers that possessed their own retail outlets and sales
promotion ability forecasted an optimistic future. On the other hand, ordinary wholesalers that
purchase from manufacturers and distribute to retailers, predicted a pessimistic future. Furthermore,
ordinary wholesalers that have no influence with retailers in relation to promotion of their products
anticipated a dismal future.
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