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“She is exuberant, Idie,—-her work is conquering London. Don’t
\you see the triumph‘in sight? Physically dear; she is splendid, better

than I have seen her since our arrival.”
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It is evident that a feeling of special kinship was awakened
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between them at this time, and that Katherine enjoyed Chummie; s

trust as well as his admir‘ation.v
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Aftgr some weeks in rooms in Elgiﬁ Crescerit, in July we took a
| housé .at .No. 5 Acacia R'oad,‘ St. John’s Wood. Here Katherine
.Mansﬁeld’_s brother, Leslie Heron Beauchamp (Chﬁmmie), c.ame“ to
stay with her for a week beforé going to the front at the end of

‘September.
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The war had‘ come as a profound spiritual shock to her, as it did
-~ to many less .gifted writers of her gene‘ration.' For a long period the -
“chaos .int‘o which her thoughts and ideals énd purposeshad been :
flung remained wunresolved. Then slowly her mind began fo turn
back towards her early childhood as a life which had existed “apar‘t
~ from, and uncontaminated by, the mechanical civili‘zation\ which had
.produced the war. The crucial moment was when, in 1915, her
dearly loved younger brother arrived in England‘ to serve as an
ofﬁcer. Her meeting with him formed, as it were, a ~point rouhd
which her changed attitude could crystallize. They talked over their
early ‘childhood for hours on end, and Katherine Mansfield resolved
to dedicate herself to recreating life as she had lived and felt it in

New Zealand.
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“Lift my head, Katle, I can’t breathe.” |
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Her brother’s death a montﬁ later confirmed her in her purpose,
and jshortl'y a:fterwards shé left England for Bando!l in the South'
of France; and- began to work on a long ;sfory‘ of her childhood

~days called “The Aloe,” which was publisrhed’fin a revised and short-

. . %
ened form in 1918 as “Prelude.”





