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1:TheSpreadofEnglish

Englishisacknowledgedtobetheleadinglanguageforglobalcommunication,

whetherFrenchpeopleresistitornot,orwhetherChinesepeopleclaimthattheir

languagehasthelargestbodyofspeakersintheworld.Englishhasthelargestnumber

ofnomativeusersaroundtheworld,havingservedinmanycountriesandareasasa

vehicleforscience,forthenewsmediaandsomekindsofinternationalenterntainment.

(Stevens,1981)

Bowen(1975)estimatesthatapproximately300millionpeoplespeakEnglishasan

LlasintheUnitedStates,Britain,Australia,NewsZealandandotherplaces.Another

300millionpeoplespeakEnglishasasecondlanguageasinthePhilipines,Malaysiaand

Singapore.Besides,100millionpeoplearesaidtobeablespeakEnglishalmostfreelyas

aforeignlanguage.IflearnersofEnglishatalllevels,fromnovicetosuperior,aretaken

intoaccount,thenumberwillreachbillions.Moreover,twothirdsofthescientistsinthe

worldwritetheirarticlesinEnglish;Overthreequartersofthemailarewrittenin

English.Andinmostofthecountriesintheworld,Englishistaughtasarequired

subjectatsecondaryeducation,Consequently,Englishisvirtuallyaworldlanguagethat

bridgesthelinguisticgapsamongpeoplewithdifferentLlbackgrounds.

Today'sprosperityofEnglishlanguagewaspredictedasearlyasinthelate

eighteenthcentury(1780)byJohnAdams,thesecondPresidentoftheUnitedStates.He

proclaimedニ

Englishwillbethemostrespectablelanguageintheworldandthemostuniversallyread

andspokeninthenextcentury,ifnotbeforethecloseofthisone,(citedbyKachru&

Quirk,1981ニXiii)

Mathews(1931)states:

Englishwasdestinedtobeinthenextandsucceedingcenturiesmoregenerallythe

languageoftheworldthanLatinwasinthepastorFrenchisinthepresentage.The

reasonforthisisobvious,becauseincreasingpopulationinAmerica,andtheiruniversal

connectionandcorrespondencewithallnationswillforcetheirlanguageintogeneraluse.

(citedbyKachm &Quirk,1981:Ⅹiii)
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2:JapanesePeople'SFamiliaritywithEngJish

EnglishisquitefamilarinJapanesepeople'sdailylife.ManyproductshaveEnglish

names.Evensomepersons'namescontainEnglishsuchasGiantBaba,TokoroGeorge

orFrankNagai.

ManyEnglishwordsareusedamongJapanesespeakersasloanwordsinourdaily

life.SomeoftheloanwordsorkatakanawordsareincomprehensibletoEnglishnative

speakersbecausetheyaremodifiedorinventedbyJapanesemediatomeanquite

differentlyfromtheoriginalwords.

ManykatakanawordsaresopopularamongJapansepeoplethatweoftenfailto

noticethattheyderivedfromEnglish.Forexample,"Bye-bye"ismuchmorepopular

than"sayonara"amongchildrenandyoungpeoplewhentheydeparttheirfriends.You

mayhearyoungpeopleuse"Thankyou."moreoftenthan"arigato." EveryonesaysHAll

right.Allright."whentheyinstructadrivertomoveacarbackwardwhentheyparkat

aparkinglotorwhentheyavoidanobstacleintheway.Therearemanymore

examplesaroundus.

SomepeopleareconcernedaboutthewidespreadofEnglish.Theytakethe

dominanceofEnglishinvariousfieldsofourlifeas"Englishlanguageimperialism"that

couldleadtothedestructionofourethnicidentity,oreventhebirthofanewsocialclass

thatcontrolsbothpowerandwealth.(Tsuda,1990;Tsuda,Oishi,Mizuno,Ito,Nakajima

andKusunose,1993).

Obviously,thespreadofanylanguageisconnectedtothenationalinterestofthe

targetlanguagecommunity.TheU.S.government,forinstance,ispromotingthe

Internettransactions,givingtheU.S.dollarthestatusoftheworldcurrencyandEnglish

thatofthecommonlanguageontheInternet.AnotherexampleisthatinHongKong,

whereschoolstartedtouseCantoneserightafterthehandovertothePeople'sRepublicof

Chinain1998.

3:EIL

TheconceptofEnglishasanInternationalLanguageorEILwasfirstproposedand

boostedbySmith(1976),researchassociateattheEast-WestCenterinHonolulu,Hawaii.

Heclaims"sinceEnglishbelongstotheworldandeverynationwhichusesitdoessowith

differenttone,colorandquality."(1976:77)Wong,thenassociateprofessoratthe

DepartmentofEnglish,UniversityofMalaya,Malaysia(1980)maintainsthat

ltwouldnotbeincorrecttodescribeEnglishasbelongingnowtotheentireEnglish-

speakingworld,andnotonlytothosepeoplewhouseitastheirnativelanguage.The

realizationofthisfactshouldservetopointouttonativespeakersofEnglishthatthere

areothervarietiesofEnglishbesidestheirswhichareusedintheworldtoday,andthat

nolongercaneveryoneintheEnglish-speakingworldbeexpectedorrequiredtouse

standardBritishorAmericanEnglish.Atthesametime,non-antivespeakersofEnglish
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shouldneverbemadetofeelashamedoftheirownvarietyofthelanguage,nomatterhow

deviantifmaybefromnative-speakerEnglish.(p.107)

TherearethreetypesofcommunicationusingEnglish.Thefirsttypeisanative

;peaker-and-nativespeakerinteraction.Thesecondtypeisanativespeaker-and-nonnative

;peakerinteraction.Thethirdisanonnativespeaker-and-nonnativespeakerinteraction.

Englishteachersshouldtrytogettheirstudentsreadyforanyofthesethreesettings.

Traditionalteachingmethodstendtofocusonthefirstandthesecondtypes.Andthe

Lnteractionbetweennativespeakershasbeentheonlymodelpresentedtoleamersto

Follow.

However,thisunifiedapproachseemstobeoutdatedbecausethemodelcannot

servetoexplainpotentialcross-culturalproblemswhenthetwoparticipantsin

:OnversationarenonnativespeakersofEnglishlivinginnon-English-Speakingregions.

Forexample,sometextbooksorEnglishlanguageeducatorsinstructthatJapanese

learnersofEnglishshouldlookattheeyesofawesternerinconversation,whichisnot

reallycommoninJapan.TherulecannnotbeappliedtothecasewhenLIJapanese

speakersspeaktoKoreansorotherAsiannationals.Itistotallyunacceptablefora

JapaneselearnerofEnglishtospeaktoaChinesespeakerwithAmericangesturesor

attitudes.

Intermsoflisteningcomprehension,exposingourstudentstoBritishandAmerican

varietiesofEnglishonlyisnotenough.Again,Wong(1980)claims:

Englishcourseseverywhere,innative-speakeraswellasinnon-native-speakerenviron-

ments,shouldexposestudentstovarietiesofEnglishratherthanstandardBritishor

AmericanEnglishortheregionalstandardofEnglishasfoundineachparticularcountry

forpurposesofcomprehension,thoughnotofproduction.(p.107)

AmongthosethreetypesofcommunicationinEnglish,itwillbemorecommonfor

LIJapanesespeakersuseEnglishwithothernonnativespeakersofEnglishthanwith

nativespeakersofEnglishsinceEnglishisbecomingthecommonlanguageamongAsians.

ThewidespreadofEnglishenablesLIJapanesespeakerstocommunicatewithnative

speakersofChinese,Korean,MongolianoranyeducatedpersonslivinginAsiawithout

learningtheirrespectivelanguages.

EnglishallowsAsiantointeractwitheachotherinfairmannersbecauseitworksas

aneutrallanguage,givingnoedgetoanyparticularnationaloverothers.Theneutrality

ofEnglishbecamethebasisforlndianstochoosetokeepEnglishastheircommon

languageforintranationalcommunicationinthemultilingualsocietyaftertheBritainleft

thesubcontinent.Aneutrallanguagemusthavethesmallpopulationofnativespeakers:

thesmallerthepopulation,themoreneutralitbecomes.Thus,Englishisbecoming

betterqualifiedasaneutrallanguagesincethebirthrateinEnglish-speakingcountriesis

dropplng.
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4:SeparatingLanguageandCulture

Youmayclaimitisquitenaturalthatanyforeignlanguagelearnersshouldlearn

culturalorbehavioralpatternsofthetarget-languagecommunitybecauselanguageand

cultureareintegrated.Toomanypeoplehaveblindlyacceptedthiscommonideaasifit

wereanabsolutetruth.

LanguageandculturecanbeseparatedandshouldbeseparatedasfarasEnglish

languageisconcerned.Englishlanguageeducationservesfunctionsandpurposestotally

differentfromotherforeignlanguageeducation.Englishclassesmustbedirectednot

onlytoEnglish-speakingpeoplebutalsotounlimitednumbersofspeakerswithavariety

ofethnicandLlbackgroundsforcross-culturalcommunication.

Ofcourse,English-speakingpeoplessuchasAmericansandBritonsareamongthose

unlimitedpopulation.ItistherebyquiteappropriatetoteachhowHolloweanis

cerebratedintheU.S.orhowpeoplethereshakebands.Thepointis,however,that

anyforeignlanguagespeakercouldbeourstudent'sconversationalpartnerorbusiness

associate.Therefore,anypartialtreatmentsettingparticulargeographicalregionsor

communitiesshouldbediscouragedtomeetthedemandoftoday'sintercultural

communication.

5:EarlyEnglishTeach.Ing

ThenewcurriculumguidelineissuedbyTheMinistryofEducation,Scienceand

Technologyenablesprimaryschoolstointroduceforeignlanguageclasses,notnecessarily

English,attheirdiscretion.

Researchshowthatearlyintroductionofanyforeignlanguageeducationproduces

morepositiveresultsthannegativeones,notonlyintermsoflinguisticskills,especially

pronunciationandlisteningcomprehension,butalsointermsofsocialskillsand

communicativecompetence.Besides,childrenwholearnEnglishatearlyagetendto

havefavorableattitudesnotonlytoEnglish-speakingpeopleandcommunitiesbutalsoto

peopleinothercultures.Theyarelikelytobecomemoretolerantandunderstanding,

andfeellessstressandstrainwhentheyencountersomethingdifferent.

ThesocietyexpectsteachingEnglishatprimaryschooltobeconversation-centered

ratherthangrammar-centered.ManyeducatorsclaimthatEnglishteachersshouldbe

carefulnottoincreasetheyounglearnersofEnglishwhohatelearningaforeignlanguage

byapplyingthesamemethodcurrentlyusedinmostjuniorandseniorhighschools,which

istheGTM orGrammarTranslationMethodforentranceexaminations.

Thereare67,000JapaneseEnglishteachersinJapan.However,howmanyofthem

arequalifiedasexpertstoteachchildren? ALTswillplayabiggerroletoassist

JapaneseEnglishteachersinthatareainformofteam-teaching.

Atthesametime,itisalsoimportanttoreeducateJapaneseEnglishteachersby

havingthemparticipateinworkshopsortogivethemopportunitiestostudyabroador

JOlnoverseastraineeships.
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6:TheRoleofALTs

AssistantLanguageteachersorALTsareexpectedtoassistLIJapaneseEnglish

learners'1earningEFLinmanyways.Theircontributionscanbesummedupasfollows:

1)ALTsareexpectedtoassistLIJapaneseEnglishteachersinclassbutalsohelp

themimprovetheirownEnglishproficiency.ALTsmaybeaskedtocorrect

theirpronunciationandintonationorteachthemsomechunksofclassroom

English.JapaneseEnglishteachersoftendependonALTs'expertisefor

authenticfeedbacktostudents'products:speechandwriting,ALTsmustbe

qualifiedtodeterminewhetheracertainutterancesoundsnaturaloracceptable

beyondgrammaticality.Nonnativeteacherscanjudgegrammaticalitybutoften

failtotellifitiscommonlyusedamongnativespeakers.

2)ALTsmaybeaskedtoplayanactiveroleinpreparingforclasses,makingand

improvinghandoutsorprovidingsomeauthenticmaterialsforclassroomuse.

Theymayberequestedtomakeaudiovisualmaterialsbyrecordingtheir
narration.

3)ALTscanplayaroleofaculturalambassador.Schoolofficialsandteachersas

wellasstudentsarecuriousabouttheircountry,society,customsandlifestyles.

ALTsmaybeinvitedtovariouscommunityeventsandseemanypeople.They

shouldbereadytodescribetheirownculture,customsandsocietyatanytime.

Iftheyencountersomeonewhomisunderstandstheircountry,theyaretheone
whomustcorrectit.

4)ALTs'rolesarenotconfinedtoassistanceforEnglishclass.Theycouldbe

invitedtoothersubjectclassessuchassocialstudies,geographyandhistoryclass

wherestudentsareinterestedinALTs'personalviewonwhatistaughtinclass.

Theymaybeinvolvedinsomeextracurricularactivities,notnecessarilyan

Englishconversationclubbutsportsorotherculturalandsocialactivities.

5)ALTsmaybeaskedtomakeaccuratedescriptionofthecommunitieswherethey

havespentwhentheygohome.Theyareexpectedtotelltheirfamily,friends

andothersnotwhattheyhaveheardbutwhattheyhaveseenwiththeirown

eyes,makingaccurateobservationsandpossiblytellthatJapanesepeoplehave

theirourowndistinctethnicidentityandculture,differentfromChineseorother
Asians.

7:SuggestionsforNativeSpeakersofEnglish

Smith(1983)summarizeswhatnativespeakersofEnglishshoulddo:

Nativespeakersmustbetaughtwhattoexpectinspokenandwrittenformwhenthey

communicateinEnglishwithotherinternationals.Ithinknativespeakersshouldlisten

totapesofnon-nativespeakerstalkinginEnglish,readbusinessdocumentswrittenin

Englishproducedbymulti-nationalcorporations,andreadliteraturewritteninEnglishby
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non一mativespeakers.(p.77)

Toaddtohissummary,theautherofthispaperwouldliketopresentsevenspecific

tipsofadvicefornativespeakersofEnglishtohavesuccessfulcommunicationwithLI

JapanesespeakersinEnglish.

1)NativespeakersofEnglishshouldnotdominateadialogue.Theyhavetogive

uptheirturnsoccasionally.LIJapanesespeakersoftenfinditdifficulttoaska

native-speakerofEnglishtoslowdowntheirspeechorrequesttospeakclearly.

Instead,theyoftenpretendtobecomprehendingwhatLIEnglishspeakersare

saying.Toavoidthisone-sidedflowofspeech,ALTsshouldyieldtheirturn

moreoftenthantheyusuallyspeakwithothernativespeakersofEnglish.Their

speechshouldendwithin10secondsforeachturn,forinstance.

2)NativespeakersofEnglishmayneedtomodifytheirspeechnotonlyintermsof

therateofspeechorclarityofpronunciationbutalsointermsofwordchoiceor

eventhecontentofspeech.Themodificationofspeechproductionforthesake

ofnonnativespeakersor"foreignertalk"ischaracterizedbyFerguson(1971)as
follows:

a.itisslowerandlouderthannormalspeech,oftenwithexaggerated

pronunciation

b.itusessimplervocabularyandgrammar.Forexample,articles,function

words,andinflectionsmaybeomitted,andcomplexverbformsarereplaced

bysimplerones,

C.topicsaresometimesrepeatedormovedtothefrontofsentences,for

example:Yourbag? Whereyouleaveyourbag?

Ofcourse,nativespeakersofEnglishdonothavetotalklikethisallthetime,but

theymayneedtofollowsomeoftheseinstructionsdependingonthelearners'1evel.

Theymayneedtoreflectontheirspeech,tryingtofindoutwhethertheirspeechhas

someidiosyncraticfeaturesorpersonaltraitsthatevenEnglishnativespeakersmayfail

tounderstandorfeelirritatedby.

3)WhennativespeakersofEnglishhearJapanesespeakersspeakingEnglish,they

shouldtrytobepatientandcooperativeandshouldnotexpecttounderstand

everything.LearnersofEnglisharespeakingwithalotofdifficulties;theymust

overcomethephonological,word-order,Structural,andpragmaticdifferences

betweenJapaneseandEnglish. Theirbloodpressureisgoingup,faceflushing,

andtheyoftenfailtoarticulatesoundsaccurately,producingincomprehensible

words,phrasesandsentences.Learners'attentionisbeingpaidto"howtosay"

aswellas"whattosay."

一46-



EnglishasanInternationalLanguage

4)LIEnglishspeakers'frequentcorrectionsofJapanesespeakers'utterancesshould

beavoidedunlessrequested.Suchactionsnotonlyprovokepsychological

inhibitiononthepartofthelearnersbutalsosoundinsultingtothem.Fluency

shouldnotbehinderedinfavorofaccuracy.Thiscanbeappliedeveninclass.

IfnativespeakersofEnglishcorrectstudents'Englishtoooftenorevenifthey

soundunclear,funnyoroftenoffensiveandirritating,theywillfeelstrainedand

depressed.Andthiscoulddiscouragethelearners'motivationforspeakingup.

5)EnglishnativespeakersshouldnotstareattheeyesofaJapanesepersontoo

long.Japanesepeoplefeelthreatenedbyanintensivestarebyanyonebecauseit

isnotcommonintheirdailylife.Eye-contactisimportantinEnglish-speaking

countries;otherwise,peoplewouldtakethemdishonest.Instead,Englishnative

speakersshouldturntheireyestootherplacessuchasshouldersorshoes.

Besides,theyshouldnotstandtooclosetoanyJapanesepeople.Theirsocial

distanceisnotascloseasthatofEnglish-speakingpeople'S.ALTsshouldalso

refrainfromtouchinganypartofthebodywithoutanyreason.

6)Saying"no"flatlyissometimesnotreallyappreciated.Japanesepeopleoften

takeitrudeorinconsiderate.Englishnativespeakersmayneedtolearnhowto

rejectanofferoraninvitationindirectlyorstatealengthyreasonfirst,while

waitingforthelistenerstorealizethattheyarerejectingthem.

7)Englishnativespeakersshouldbereadyforanyoffensivequestionsorcomments

fromtheirstudentsandpossiblyfromtheirJapanesecollegues.Studentsmay

askaquestionormakeastatementwhichisverycommoninJapanbutsounds

sofunnytoEnglishnativespeakersandtheywouldsay"Forwhat?"or"Whydo

youaskthat?" Someexamplesareasfollows:

(1)What'syourbloodtype?

(2)Whyisyournoselong?

(3)Doyouhaveagun?

(4)Whenareyougoingtogetmarried?

(5)Whyareyoustillsingle?

(6)Doyouhavealover?

(7)Howmanyboyfriendsdoyouhave?

(8)Japanisasafecountry,butforeigncountriesarenot.

(9)Ⅰ'msureyoucan'tunderstandtheheartsofusJapanese.

aO)Howmuchmoneydoyoumake?

Allofthequestionsabovearesomesamplestheauthorofthispaperhavecollected

fromdozensofALTs.Sometimethesequestionsareintendedtodevelopaconversation

togetclosetoeachother.However,mostofthemarequiteoffensiveoratleastsound

weird.ItwouldberatherniceofEnglishnativespeakerstobehonestenough to

introduceJapaneselearnersofEnglishsomeoffensivequestionsorstatementsinadvance.
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NOTE

1) Thispaperhasdevelopedfrom adraftfortheauthor'SlectureataconferenceheldforALTsin

Sapporo,December1999.TheconferencewassponsoredbytheMinistryofEducation,Scienceand

TechnologyandHokkaidoBoardofEducationandCLAIR.
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