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'NOTES ON THE NEGRO DIALECT
- REPRESENTED BY MARK TWAIN

Yoichi Kitaichi

| I Prefacev

Mark TWain was so much language conscious and possessed with
. precise ears that he always endeavored to be accurate -in transcribing

~ the speech- of nat1ve speakers We can see many comments . on
(l) . ‘ - -
languages in his writings, to say nothing of his often-quoted explana-

tory in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Tyvain as a native
M1ssour1an, had been acqualnted W1th negroes and naturally Wlth their
speechway But when he dealt with h1s own hfe and native country,
he had spent much tlme in reproducmg ‘the dlalects, Whlch will be
Well explamed in h1s Ietter to Howell in 1874:
TP | amend “dialect stuff by talking and talkmg and talkmg-“ |
it till it sounds rlght — and I had d1ff1culty with this negro talk
because a negro sometlmes (rarely) says ‘goin’ and somet1mes
‘gwyne,” and they make ]ust such d1screpanc1es in other words
— and when you come to reproduce them on paper. they look
as if the varlatxon resulted from the wrrter s carelessness. But
N I want to Work at the proofs and get the dlalect as nearly right
as poss1blei2) '

- Truly enough, it is diﬁficult, almost impos_sible to commit to spelling

(1) See the author’s artlc]e, “On.Mark Twain’s Idea of Style” The Revzew
of Liberali Arts, Otaru Univ. of Commerce No 16, pp 37—54
(2 ) Paine ed: The Letters of Mark Twain. Vol I, p227.



s AT B EtE |
exactl& .What one utters, with fidelity. But the literary iransc{ri?tion
of a dialect, Which is usually represented by 'spelling;‘pronunciétion,'
may suggesf the sounds of real dialect spoken. On ‘the other ’hahd,'
when a writer transcribes a dialect with literary purpose, ‘he cahﬁot
consistently use the unorthodox si)elling in his works, bﬁt he uses it
to prdduc_e the dialectal effect in his works.

A few words should be mentioned here as to the negro dialect
_,v;f:epresentedf by Twain. The dialect, found,in the inlénd regions, is
not be based on his native speech of }Africa, as in Pidgin English ; but
a corrupted dialect form of English used by “his maéferé~ that have
“been levelled out among the educated Sout]‘jerner.s.” (Kurath pp 295—
296); This corljupted form must heve been used by his master in
oraéring négroes, in “much simplifiéd, ‘infantile English which sup‘_eriors'
sometimes assume in a{ddressing} inferiors; §vhik:h with répetigiOn a\iﬁd o
vociferation, is used in trying to ‘coﬁnnunicafe with people who do not
anW the language.”‘ ( Krapp 'L p 25.1).' ‘The séme ph’en'omenoh’ is |
often observed when Americans tried to céﬁﬁnunicate with J apanese‘ ‘

- who hgve no or little knowledge of English; - -
" Therefore, the negro dialect has réla,tively little peculiarities and
séems to be “merefl;'y low colloquial speech with an addition of certain
‘ details from New England and from Squthern dialect speech 6r others,
U which are for the most part survival Qf' pldef étnd native E’ngli‘sh

elements in the language.” (Krapp I, p 251)

11 -P_honolbgy |

o T"he» following is a preliminary examination of the phonblogy of

negro dialect utilized in the spelling pronunciation, in the speech of
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Jim- ifi “The Adbeﬁtu’res of Tom Sawyer . “Tom Sawyer Abroad” ;
Aunt Rachel in “4 True Story, Repeated Word j-br Word as I heard
| It”’; Nigger - Jlm in f“The Adventum of Hackleberry Finn”; and Aunt
Roxy in- “Pudd nhead Wzlson

A. ’.IT/he Change ef Vowels |
i. Change of (&) _ | .
. o (e for aej S - | .
o ketch (cateh) | S
The pronunc1at10n of [kut / ] 1s regarded as dxalect (Krapp
II, p 92—93 Mencken II, p 120) The change was observed espec1a11y
in the neighborhood of [k] as in ‘cab’, ‘thank’ ‘gather (J espersen I,
862) |
b. o) for [aej
tromple (trample) |
v The pronunmatlon of (trompl) is regarded as dlalect and
Kfaio‘p gives the s1m11a;:} examples as tromp tramp.s-- strop ‘strap’. (II,‘”, -

‘ p 143). (See also Mencken -p 346)

2. Change of (e
a. (1] for (&)
| agin, - ag’in, agen (agaln) agm, agms (agamst) Sfo'git
- (forget), gt (get), rzdgment* (reglment) stid -(mstead),
yit (yet), yzstza’a_’y (yesterday), i

This vowel :caisingr from (& te (1]is foﬁnd in “the local

(3) Al the texts are from Author’s National Edition.

(4) This pronunciation is listed as “not infrequent’ in Kenyon-k'nott.

% _indicates no-listing of the spelling in Wentworth, .

(5) Wentworth lists' rigiment. The spe]]mg dg mdlcates the pronunmanon
of [dg] instead of [gJ. : :
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dlalects of the ‘South”. (Kurath p 295) Such . change is marked in- IIISh

English” (Tan1gu1ch1 P 243) ‘but Krapps explains that “the Enghsh

‘ spoken in Ireland by those Ulsterlties Who formed so large a part of

the eafly Irish immigration to America was merely a transferred form

of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries Br1t1sh Enghsh ” (II p97)

b. [Aj for (e |
dzsen/wmt* (dlsmhent), zrrulevance ( irrelevance),

turrible (terrible)

The ‘rr’ in the first word may indicate a sound like trilled

. g as in Amumcan for Amencan though ‘r 'sound‘ is often omitted in

the South (See Kurath P 285) The latter two words are used in the B

lower level of speech

c. [e] or [eI] for (e ‘ _
Kaintuck (Kentucky), one-lazggea’ (one legged) |
The present name of Kentucky, had several vareities 1n
_the early stage ‘Kentuck’, ‘Kentucke ‘Kaintuck’, ‘Camtuck’ (Men-
cken II, p 625) As to the latter the change may be explalned as

id1phthong1zat1on or prolongation, which is prevalent in ignorant speech

such as aidge ‘edge’, haid ‘head’. (See Krzpp II, p 105)
- d. () or (ol for (3
so¢ (set), foich (fetch) ‘
These are listed as local dlalect in Krapp L p 250)

3. [aJfor (a]
o fur (far), ruther (ré;ther)
These are observed in the dlalects especially in the Ozark.

dlalect (Mencken p 359)
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4 Change of (aJ.
“a. (&) for (a] | .
| jedge (judge), jes ( Just) shet (shut) tetc/z (touch)
 There are used in the low colloqmal speech of .the
| .South (Mencken II, p 87) (See Krapp I, pp 244—249). As to ‘shut,
l» shet can be traced back to Mlddle Enghsh schet, schyte, sﬁett (Wyld-

PP 245 246)

b [ 1] fox [Aj jzst jzs(Just) kwer (cover) szclz (such)
A As 1n the -above, these are used in the low colloqulal_
- [1] and [s] are someumes used 1nterchangeably (See Thomas p 95)
‘. : The pronunmahon of ESIt 1) ] can be tr:aced back to M1ddle Enghsh \
| ,swzcﬁ suzcﬁ seche: (Wyld pp 245-—246)

[o] fo:c [A]
“oncomfortable (uncomiortable) oneasy (uneasy),
- onreasonable (unreasonable) - '
- R " The negative preﬁx ‘un-" Wlll be r*onounced like ‘o’ in
- long Wlth a httle prolongatlon; and used 1n the loW COllquIc.l The
negauve ‘om’ is etymolog1cally traced back to” Old Enghsh such as

onl esse for unless

5.' Change of EI]andv (i) -
| ",a; Ced for (13
| ef Gf), resk (resk) sence (smce) set (s1ﬂ tell (tlll)
trec/sly (tr1ckly) ' '
| This lowenng of (1] to (el is. often sound in the low
;colloqulal but i in. England these were “‘current in cxrcles whose Speech

Was certainly not the vulgar speech of the day” from the mlddle
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of the sixteenth century to the early part of th,e elghteenth century
(Wyld p227) On the other hand Krapp supposes it as “the reﬂect1on
of the cenfusion with reSpect te (1] and [ 8] which resulted from such
double pronunmatxcm as (frind) and (frend] for ‘fnend (I, pp 114__,
116) |

b EI] or [8] for (iJ
bzn be n (been) creture (creatuxe), mc/c (creek)
| The pronunmatlon of [bxnj and [bsnj is current m the' ”
genetal colloqulal The second one is sometlmes spelt crztter in low
colloqmal The last’ oné had two forms in Mlddle Enghsh [krIk]
and (kre: k] (Kenyon p167) The snmlax change Wlll be seen in slzck
. ; for ‘sleck’ (Robertson p 102; Mencken P 341) |

6. Change of [u] |
tuck (took) , o
o | : ThlS type of cb.ange is, Kurath says, preserved in the
local dlalects of the South and pronounced Wlth the vowel of blood’

(p 295). As to the h1stor1ca1 treatment, J espersen explalns 1t 1n the

, change [u] (a) of the seventecnth century (I, 11. 61 11 69)

7. Change of (a1
obleege, ’bleege (oblige) -

' The pronunciation of [ebhdg] has ta.ken a form espemally

in Southern negro d1a1ect (Krapp II, p 189) But it was cons1dered as

‘a refined or ,pohte form in the seventeenth and cighteenth cent_urles ’
" and was remained as Aanj.‘old-fas'hioned form in the nineteenth century.

. '('-S‘.ee"-.Jespe}rsenlﬂ I, 8.33 ; Robertson, p 92) . :
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8. Change of (o(: I
 ha'nt (haunt)
. The change is regarded as.. the local dlalects of the South:
But -in- the elghteenth century, [ae] was used and - in the nmeteenth
_cenitury (o(: )] gamed ground probalgly on account of the ;'Spelhng'.“
- (Jespersen L, 10. 553) | SRR

9 Change of [o]
| fell er (fellow) Ser (for) Soller (follow), tater (potato),
tomorrer (tomorrow) widder (w1dow) wma’er (Wmdow)
el’er(yellow) A \ 5
_ The reductlon of a final vowel to an cbscure one (9] is
commonly found in the colloqmal Speech (Kurath P 293) Kenyon
Lexplams that -ow: « has several times in -its . history ‘been reduced
~ normally to Ea and then art1f1c1ally restored agzin to (o], mc.lnly
wfrovm ‘the spelling.” (p 192) Kenyon-Knott;gwes both Pronunciation
of (-0). snd (-] for the ahov,e-'mentioned woyrds"; ‘on the other hand,
J espersen says that “F, ellow in careless eve‘rYday pronunciation is
often made [felé] .---- But in other Words (o] is d1st1nctly vulgar---
(L 9.222) As to tater 1t may be explained’ that the 1n1t1al vowel (o] is

much reduced and the consonant [p] is later dropped
' A

10 Change of [01] \ _
biler (bmler) lug/zst* (holst) [Jmt (pomt) j)zson (poison

had) ril (ro1l) V' R
These are con31derecl as local d1alect The pronuncw.tlon
of [aI] Whtch Was current 1n England in the seventeenth and
elghteenth centuries, was broucrht by - the colomsts and heard till the
ktune of the Civil War.” (Mencken, pp 345-345) The same change is
frequent in IIISh Enghsh (Tamguchl p 248)° " '
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.11, Change of Vowels before T’

" The ¢’ at the end of a word or . before a consonant

- causes differences in. pronunmanon. among the regional speech in

America. In the South as well ‘as in British' England the T is

~usually dropped, with the poss1b1e lengthenmg of the preceedmg -
~ vowels, and in the other parts of America it is retained. The ‘r

- Jespersen supposes, “must have disappeared in the elghteenth century. p

{, 13.23)(6? .
 a [Aj for’dl':ej
bu st, bust (burst), fust (fn:st) russ (nurse).
_l)usson (person), wuss (Worse), wuth (worth) .
These are found in the local dialects of the _South as
well as New kEnglan‘d.' (Kuruth p 295 ; Krapp I, p 235) The pronu.nci-A

ation ‘o’ will be ! instead of (3] which is current in.,the South and -

‘() in England as seen in the earl_ier rimes, dust/ ﬁrst, / t_Zu'st [ nurs’d.

- (Krapp II, p 221; Wyld p 299)

b [Iejfor [se] S
cheer (chair), /ceeiful (carefull) B

These are used by ° the negroes and many of the lower

1 Whites’ in the South (Kurath p 293) The ¥ W1H be Vocahzed and

,f pronounced [Ie] On the other hand, the spellmg ger W111 1nd1cate

(e + [r] as in ME pronunmatlon or Ee r] in Early Modern Ehghsh

pronunc1at1on (See Kenyon p 227; Mencken p 339)
c. [a) (e for (ea) '
sca se{y, skasely (scarcely)

This will be regarded as the Southern pronunc1at1on with
<

 the spelhng of skeerce for scarce " The spelling ‘@’ will indicate the

.

(6) Cf. Wyld p 298300
(7) Wentworth lists the spelhngs of skeerce, scuss, scurce, skerce, scase and
the pronunmauons of (skeos]) (skirs), [ske1s) [skes)
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sound” of (a:) or (2] and less likely (e, Ce:Jor (1] as in the
above The current pronunciation glven by Thomas is [ skses] in the
South a.nd [ske rs] in New York" C1ty On the pronunelatton of this
ward, Krapp says that “the older pronunciation of ‘@’ as (] before ¢ r
and a consonant apparently survives in a slightly m'odified form. In

the words of similar form sparse and Sface, only [a:] occurs., The _

~ word scarce is sometimes explained as derived from a form in Middle

Enghsh ‘whieh had already 1n that peI'IOd a long vowel [(1] thls ‘
regularly develong 1nto later [e] giving as the Eaxly Modern '
English - form of this Word [ske 'rs) , the vowel [e.] later lowermg '
before () into (&) .  There eeems~ to be no more reason, however,
for aseuming an original long vowel m Middle Englis]:t for scarce than
for sparse, farce.” (II, pp 54— 55) | }. |
d. (a:] for [89]
Y ’clak® (declar), dak (there) dast (da_rst—dare),
ha’r (h‘alr) squah (square) sta’rsteps (stansteps), |
- iar (tea.r), wha/z (where) ‘ |
These are often found in the South ‘more widely than in
._the East or the West (Kurath p 293) These are also found in ME,
where deglare rimed with .are, (Wyld P -248). The pronunciation of
the vowel will be [a:] 2s the spelling ‘eh’ indicates, biit () will also
 be probable, as Kurat]:t sajrs that “the vowel 'of hdir,‘ dare, &c is ‘often
ounded like that of man.” (p 293) When stressed, there is pronounced
g [Baer] and (ES 022}, (Kenyon P 111)
The word  sak for ‘sir’, “which is found in the texts, must be

pronounced as (sa:) or [sae j but Wentworth glVCS the Spelhng of sulz_

(8) Kenyon glves [E skeas, ES skaeas]
(9) ‘Wentworth-gives [a: J for the: pronum:latlon by negroes.
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. With the pronuneiation of (s, Im this case, Twa,in vprobably- intends
| merely to indicate the loss of (x], N |
| On the other hand, in the Word marster for ‘master’, the insertion
of ‘7’ is used to differentiate from the short vowel sound, and the

pronunciation will be Ema.sta] instead of (masto] ,

‘ev..' CoJ roj for [or Esoej
- The followmg grouping (i), (i) is bensed on a statement
: by Pyle.the.t “Pairs hke born/borne, horse/hoarse, morning / mo‘urning :
and for/ four are "d_iffe'rentiated in eastern Ne'w England and the South.”
(p270)

| 1. bo’d’n-house (boa.rding-house)‘,‘,cqte-lzouse (court-house).,
& (door), bfo’ (before), flo* (floor), focas’le* (for-
csstle), fo’ (foor), fo’téen ‘(fourteen), mo’ (more)," :

~

po’ch (porch)

‘ 11 bawn (born) hoss (horse) izawn (horn) laws (lord)

mawmng (mornlng) mow (War) |
What is 1ntended here is thgt the spelhng aw’, except 0’ in )
‘Izoss is - used 1n order to dlstlngulsh from ‘0’ and the former indicates
the pronunc1at10n of [D] and the latter EoJ It also msy be explc.med
: hlstorlcally— the group (i) is derived from ME short o (o) through :
| the long a [a J and the- group (11) is derlved from ME long vowel
[o o.or ul, (Kenyon P 229) ‘The d1st1nctlon was current in the
seventeenth century English, (J espersen I, 13. 352——13 35) though it
is los1ng ground now - in Englsnd and in Amerlca (Thomas p 85).

The spelhng of Mz sto* for Mlster Whlch is found in the

' texts - may ‘give the sound of (0] or (0] but it may be used to give -

~ the humorous impression on the readers.
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£ CoJ for (w) S
po’ (poor), s/zoly, skorely (surely), _yo (your)
yo'self (yourself)
‘ These are regarded as the low ,eolqu.uial, especially, vin
the South.. The-,pronuhciegtion‘ will be (o) hut the general:.pronunciartion . |
in the South is to,a:l. (Kenyon p 234) K‘Qnm@-Knott gives bbth"

pronunciations of [ES 09, 99] for the above words.

B: ‘The Chen'ge of Consonants ‘
oL (@ferca

 dah (there), de (the) dem (them), den (then)

dgse (these), deyselves, (theyselves — themselves),

dis (this), fum’ér (further-), mo’dan (more thém),

wid (with), widout (Wlteout) . |

These are regarded as the negro dlalect (Kurath p 295;
Krapp I, o_250) But the change can be observed in the ‘speech of )
“poorer speskers in 'larger cities,’ & (Thonias Vp 61) and also in the
dialects in England and in Irish English. (Taniguchi P 237 ; Jespersen
I, 7.21) As to the pronuncia.tioﬁ, Krapp says that ‘d’ is ‘.‘ihtended to
rep‘rese.nt merely a Very much voiced Eéjg a sound which could only

be represented in the conventional alphabet by ‘d.” (11, p 293)

2. for [6]
bo fe (both) breff (breath) froo (through), mouf (mouth) :
norf (north), ‘ nuffm nuff n* (nothl_gg) somefm sumf’n
(somethmg), souf (south) | '
These are regarded as the negro dlalect (Kurath 2] 295)
But these are often heard in infantile speech as Well as among careless -

speakers, because of the difficulty in pronunciation. (See Thomas p61 ;-
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- Sturtevant, p 34)

3. (f) for (v) |
Fo’ginny* (Virginia)
" This will be found in the local dialects and negro dialect. .
Wentworth lists ‘F iginny’, ‘Feginny’, . ‘Fuhging’ and ‘Ferginyel’ .a'nd ‘:

' the last two are used by negro.

4 EIn] for (] |
balaricin’ (balancmg) blubbenn (blubbermg) etc.

The pronunciation of ['In]'lrs found in the colloquial speech

“and more common in the South than in athe"NorthA and East. (Kenyon

p 149)

5. [m] for [n]
| bymeby, zmeby (by and by)
“This consonant a331m11at10n Wlll be found in the colloqulal

speech Kenyon Knott glves both pronunc1at1ons of [’baIQn’baxj a.nd

| Y balm’ barl.’

C. The Addition of .Sounds
1. Addition of (bJ
Jambly (family)
This is not limited to the »ne'gro speech. The excrescent
‘D’ is usually occurred bétween ‘m’ and ’ I’ or ¢’ in the earlier period
~as in thimble which was formerly pronOuncedtOIml] but fambly

. cannot be found in England and is apparently natlve (Mencken p

o 353) The ‘4 is first lost and replaced by ‘b, Whic‘h" “appears as a

- mechanical ‘effect of its invironment”. (Robertson ) 81)‘
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o hzts (it is). -

Kenyon says that tlms is common in southern Amerlcani
local dialect. (p 145) The' add1t1on of ‘h is observed in cockneylsm
and was in general use in England in the sixteenth ce_ntury. (Wyld_ :

'~ p 310)

3 Addmon of SR |
' ' ma’eedy (1ndeed) kurtc/zy (kerchxef) loofgy Iwre (look here)

O ‘my lordy (O my lord), Vzrgmn_y, Fo’ginny (V1rg1n1a) |

ThlS addmon of [1] in the end of a Word is regarded as-

1nfantlle speech

4, Insertlon of (31
" : g yarter—snake (garter-snake), k’yards (cards)
Kyart (cart), sk’ yar (scar) sk yarlet (scarlet)
sk’yerd (scared) |
The insertion of [ ]] between a st0p consonant such as
[g] and [k] and a broad vowel “can st1ll frequently be heard in
cult1vated V1rg1n1an speech and 1n the Negro s na1ve 1m1tat1on of
cultivated speech (Krapp 11, p 207) Such pronunc1at1on was oncev
_regarded as pol1te form in England but now as old faslmon (J espersen

I, 12.61--12 64)

5; Addition of [n] ' ,
hzsn (lms) less’ n* (unless), ourn (ours) outen, out’n (out ‘

: of), t/zezm (thelrs) yo’n (yours)

- (10) Wentworth gives lessen.
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, These are observed in the low colloqmal Speech (K_rapp
'II p 242, p '250) The ‘@ after the possesswe pxonouns Wlu be an

' '“analoglcal extention of mme and thme

6. Insertton of [p]
| L sumpn (somethmg) '
- This is not 11m1ted to the negro speech as in the insertion‘
of ‘b’ Kenyon-Knott glves the pronunmatlon of ESAmpﬂmj, f1rst
’ Kenyon explams 1t as. a natural phonetic deveclopment.” (p 122) In
England . this 1nsert10n is observed occaswnally and 1nd1v1dually, and
’very frequent 1n Amerlca because of ‘inaccuracy in the tran31t10nal.:<

movement of consonats (J espersen. I, 7 7) The th’ sound is dropped"

elther before or. after the 1nsert10n of (pJ .

7. Addition of () | |
acrost (across), cﬁanst (chance) (:lost (close) dast ”()darst
—dare), twiste (W1ce) wunst (once) |
The addition of (t) after a dental consonant [s] ]S now
' low colloqu1a1 but Was frequent in England. It WIH be an analog1cal
extention of ) vagamst and “Test, but - Sturtevant gives an exp\lanatlonk
( f:;om the \vi'e'x.zv : point of ciis’_fion and pronunciation. (pp; 65-—66) -
Adchnon ‘of EW]
gwyne (gomg) swynter (gomg to) wunst (once)
The _fl;st one, pronounced [gwam] is observed' in the_’

.’uncultiv"a}_ted,, bsoUthern“‘ ’speech; especi_ally that of negro (Krapp II, p

(11) This word should not be in the column as in ME 4 was existed as
" in ‘darst s ‘
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199) and will be found in the dialects in England. As to tho devel-
opment 'of this pronuneiation, there are two oninion one | by’ Krapp ar,
pp 199-—200) and the other by Wr1ght (p 244) The last one Wlll be
analoglcal to won, wone for ’ one’, (See Wyld PP 306——307 ) '

LR

D, _Methathesis ’
e 2) o
axe, ax (ask) poo@()l (pretty (ad.))
The former is regarded as the low colloqu1al Whmh can PR

be traced back to OE in whlch ‘ascian’ and. acsran ‘axian’ Were .

used The latter whlch may be pronounced [putt J 1s also found 1nl
the low colloqu1a1 sPeech Thomas explams that the stressed ‘vowel
sometimes changes to the central vowel of [pretr] Whlch may theny 2
metathes1se to [p3rt1] and [patrj (p 65) Kenyon glves [p3‘t1:| as
unstressed form as in [pst1 ’WSD (P 107) '
" E. )ThevLoss of Unaccented Syllables‘
"~ This tendency is often observed among ignorant or
careless speakers The occurence of such loss may be due to the
'-over-emphasrs and lengthemng of the vowels in accented syllables,t
which results in the reductlon or loss of unaccented syllables The ,
loss is usually mdlcated by (), but - t.he use 1s not cons1stent |
1. _Consonant-Vowel Combination =~ . |
| » case, . case, ca’se (because), cep*(except) clalz (declare),
crease’® (decrease) » o
fo (before) /zund’a’* (hundred) member>tc (remember),‘

mzre* (adrmre) sponszble* (reSpon31ble) stmctzon*-

- (12) Wentworth lists pur{y and poori{y as Wellas pru‘ty
(13) . Wentworth gives /zuna’ed /zundud c
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- (distinction), 7~spute* -(d1spute), sturb* (d1sturb) - later

. ,(potato) ; Twin’F, _ftwix_t (betwixt)

4. 2. Vowel-Consonant comb'i'ﬁaﬁ'oﬁ I
‘ | ‘deed (1ndeed) less’n (unless) most, mos (almost)

spec/c spec (expect) “stid* (instead),

F The Loss of Unaccented Vowels . _ |
- _': - “Asin the above vowels (1 J or (3} in unaccented syllables :
_are lost (See Sturtevant D 58)
(R a, Before b ' y
, *bout (about) ’bove* (above) tolabl e, tol erbl e* (tolerable)
b, Before ' ' ) ‘ '

L fora (afford) fmzd* (afra1d) pow ful pow ful (powerful)

c. Before T

b’lzeve (bebeve) blong* (belong), leven (eleven), lwe*
(ahve) long* (along) k’leck* (collect) genl (general)
d. Before m B |
- mong* (among), mongst (amongst), moum‘* (amount)
| rzdgtﬁan#\(teglment)
e, Before n’ _
com[) n))m(company), gett n* (gettmg), not/z n* (nothmg)
| noztgl(zw)(enongh) speculat n* (speculatmg)
Most of the Words with -ing - ending have the -sirnilar

omission.

(14) Kenvon Knott gives [(bliv]

(15) Wentworth lists gin(e)ral, and the pronunciation of [d3n]]
(16) Wentworth gives rigident. .

(17) Kenyon-Knott gives.(kampnr)

(18) Kenyon-Knott gives [na6n) and [nAfn] _ v

(19) Kenyon-Knott gives [naf) as ‘often after ¢, d, s,2,’
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. g. Before r ' . ) . .
diff rence (dlfference) C’onfza’rzte* (Conhderate) ’Rabian* .
| (Arablan), strawbries* (strawberries), t/zous n* (thousand)
f. efore P . ‘_ B .
ﬁear* (appear) part"< (apart), j)ology ‘(apology)
h. Others:
"casion® (occasion), tend* (attend), ‘way (away),

‘sociat’n*’ (associating)

G. The Loss of Cbnsonants
The loss usually takes places in final consonant groups,
which are uften s1mphf1ed in the low colloqulal and colloquial speech
‘as a results of the emphas1s on the accented. voweIs (See Kurath PP
293—«294) B
‘ 1 Loss of ‘d’
. After T
- chile (child), chzllen, clnl’en* (chlldren) fzel’ (field),
Jool'* (fooled), hole* (hold), ole (old), sole* (sold),
| tole (told), worl’ (world) B
b. After ‘v’
an’ en, w (and), aroun’ (avound), behine* (behind),
- bline (blind), fine® (find), frens (friends), end er (end of),
har’ (hand), - husban (husband) mine (mlnd) Richmon’

' (Rlchomond) etc,

| c. Others

(20) Kenyon- KhOtt gives [Bauzn) and Wéutworth [Ozeuzn)
(21) Wentworth lists behint, belzzme '
(22) Wentworth 11sts fin’.
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Laws bless you (Lord bless you) Lawsy*(Lorel bless you) = °

2. Loss of ‘F _
~arter (after), Kurthy (kerchief)

Jespersen says that the f’ formerly was very often left

out. (I, 10 531)

3. Loss of ‘W
amest (earnest), ar (hair), might ‘@’ seen ( :.e... have
------ ), ‘umble (humble)
The apostifopée in ’arnest will be consxdered as the 1nd1-
cation of the loss of h, if compared with Aernest for earnest in Wyld

who explains that ’this habit seems always to have _been consulere_d a

vulgarism.” (p 310)

4. Loss of %’
ast (asked)

| Kenyon- Knott gives both pronunc1at1ons of [aESkt] and

Ceest], | (See Jespersen I, 7.74)

5. Loss of T |
herse f (herself), myse’ [ (myself) and other pronouns of
-self e P (help), on’y (only), sojer (soldier), '
~ The prolongation of the vowel may result in the loss of
‘the following consonant 1’ Thomas explalns that “the alvelar contact'
'of} the tongue is first replacedv by velar contaet ; then all contact

- between the Atong'ue and the ‘roof of the mouth is lost and help

(23) | Wentworth lists *Lawgy’.
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becomlng [hsap] .finally (9] may  be lost ‘and the pronunciation -
Cherp).” (p 155) The last word may not: be mcluded here, as
‘sougars,” ‘soger’ was current in ME . (Wyld p 294) -

o 6 Loss of v’

o a, After ’Consonants ‘ |
Feb’uam) (Pebruary) Sf’m, fom, fum (from), missus, mistis
. (mistress), mon us* (monstrous) |

- These are due to the dissimilative loss. (Thomas P 135

Keyon- Knott x1V1)
- b.. Between vowels \
' (26)
considable (cons1derab1e) diffunt (dlfferent) expe ‘ence®

. (experience), mis'able (miserable), z,folable: (tolerable) )
7. Loss of s |
conseken® (consequence), 7'7’f¥ (isn’t), wa'nt (wasn’t)
The loss of ‘s’ is often observed in the consonant group
~ of ‘snt’. Jespersen gives the early examples: ent for ‘is not.’ (I, 7.77)
- 8. The Loss of ¢’
Most of final ‘t’ are weakened and lost in. the colloquial

speech. (Thomas p 138) In other posmons, the loss of ‘t’ is observed

a, After ‘
- raf’ (zaft), sof’ (soft)
- b. After k¥

(24) " Kenyon:-Knott vgives both pronunciations of ‘(‘febru. er1) and

(“febju, er1]; the Ioss of r is due to the influence of [‘dzenju" sn] ’(Also
Jespersen I, 7.85) ‘

(25) Wentworth lists mon’sus.
(26) Wentworth lists expeerance. S
(27) Wentworth lists the various spellings : follible, toll’ble, etc,
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. fab’ (fact), speék'(gxpect), sﬁib]zt_’y (strictly), verd'i.c’* 4
(verdict), talk’* (talked), edjack{y* (exactly)"
c. After ‘n’ i '
| genlmen, gen’lmen, gemmerfs)(gentlemen), spen’* (spent),
- wouldn’ (wouldn’t)
d.- Affer P | |
Cap’n( 2?€Captain) , | ‘cep’® (excepi) ,
e, ;After ‘s’ |

. fab}eas’* (abreast), breakfas’* (breakfast), door-pos™* (door-\' |

post), fo' cas’le (forcastle), inves™* (1nvest), las’ (last) los’

(lost), locus’* (locust), mids¥* (mldst), nex (next), resis’
o (res;st), wazs (wast), wrzﬁr (wrist), was’e :(Was_te), etc,
f. Others: o |

gdshly (ghastly), lemme* (let mie), le’s§0)(let’s) , mon’us*

(monstrous)

9. Loss of ‘th’
 does (clothes), em, ’zﬁ*', um* (them’)A, molr'e’n,A n;w’_n: (mdre'
than), sumpn’ (sométhing), Yuther, yuther (the other)

The first one is the spelling-pronUnciation, andv (kloz] has
been the cultivated ‘colloquial ‘pronunciaﬁon for 200 years. (KenYon‘-
Knott). The ‘em’ is Originated in OE ‘hem’, and when unstressed, ¢/ is. e
dropped. (Jespersen I,'. '13»,62). The same is with ‘than’, When it is
unstressed. (Kenyot-Knott). The y in yuther will bé resulted from the

loss of [6] in [6jA69] Which is caused by the assimilation,

(28) Gentleman is also spelt gem’n, geman, gent man ; and the pronunc1at1ons- :
of [dzemon] and (danlmon] are listed. (Wentworth)

(29) Wentworth lists the pronunclauons of [kaepn] and [kaepm]

(92) Wentworth hsts less.
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10, Loss of [v)
er (of), gimme (give me), kinda, kind er, kind o (kind of -
~—s_,omeWlsxa"t), nimeminégg)(nevér mind), o’ course (of course)
~ These are often heard in the colloquial speech. ‘Whe_r,l. |
the vowels are weakly accented, especially in rapid speech, the v o
- sound followed will be reduced or dropped before coﬁsonaﬁts. |
11, Loss 6f "w’
val’ay;, allays, awluz (élways), innerds (inwards), |
som’ers¥ (somewheres),
The loss is obs»erved in the low colloquial speech.. The
stress willr esult in the loss of (wJ before the vowel. (See Jespersen

I, 7. 32)

(31) - Wentworth lists nemine, ninnine.
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