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I became aware of the specific benefit I was capable of getting
from travel ; before, it had been only an instinctive feeling. This was
freedom of spirit on the one hand, and on the other, the collection
of all manner of persons who might serve my purposes. After that
I travelled to many countries. I journeyed over a dozen seas, in
liners, in tramps, in schooners; I went by' train, by car, by chair,
on foot or on horseback. I kept my eyes open for character, odd- .

ness and personality-:-..

I have never been much of a sight-seer. So much enthusiasm
has been expended over the great sights of the world that I can
summon up very little when I am confronted with them-.... My

interest has been in men and the lives they led.

(The .Summing Up, Chap. 55)

AT C L »THRBEDTELWFOFIRY Moo T LD EL
AL, THIBRERENRKFEL LD TH D, ZOFIRLE,
—HEECTUIROHBTH D, —FH LR T, O BRNCTHRLD
Thh5LBbhD, »HY5EED AN RET Hotco EOK



W.S 2~ afE[ KV e 72 AFV F] OHLBLD (3

b, RIS DOEARKRT Lz, BHifR, TEHR, i<, +Ec
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I came back from each of my journeys a little different. In
my youth I had read a great deal, not because I supposed that it
would benefit me, but from curiosity and the desire to learn ;I
travelled because it amused me, and to get material that would be.
of use to me : it never occurred to me that my new experiences.
were having effect on me, and it was not till long afterwards that.
I saw how they had formed my character. In contact with all these.
people I lost the smoothness that I had acquired when, leading the
humdrum life of a man of letters, I was one of the stones in a bag.

(Ibid., Chap. 55)
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Don Fernando can only by courtesy be called a travel book, since,
-though it would never have been written but for my long sojourns
‘in Spain, it deals for the most part not with the cities the traveller
‘may visit nor with the famous sights that demand his attention
-and extort his wonder, but with excursions into Spain’s Golden Age.

‘So great is the fascination of that country that it is not a gross

exaggeration to say that nearly anyone who has been there any
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length of time, and can wield a pen or pound a typewriter, has
found himself impelled to write a book about it. Some of these
productions have become minor classics. Borrow’s The Bible in Spain,
Theophile Gautier’s Voyage en Espagne, Ford’s Gatherings from Spain,
written during the first half of the nineteenth century, though
they describe conditions that have long since ceased to exist, can
still be read with pleasure. They have a romantic glamour that the
writer of today cannot hope to recapture. Since then innumerable
books have been published. Of those that I have read, the most
useful is H. V. Morton’s 4 Traveller in Spain. It gives the reader all
the information he needs to make a journey in Spain instructive
as well as delightful. This little book of mine can make no such
pretentions; yet it may have an interest to anyone who has paid
Spain more than a hurried visit and has succumbed to its lure; for
the Golden Age, though long since a thing of the past, is still a
living memory. It confronts you at every turn. It pervades the
Escorial ; it is with you at Avila and Salamanca ; it animated the
plays of Lope de Vega and Calderon, which are on occasion still
acted in Madrid ; it is there for you to see in the pictures of El
Greco and Velasquez. To many a Spaniard, to far more than you
would suppose, that moment of glory is a support and an inspiration.
Now and then a trivial incident, a casual remark, will bring it so

close to you that you are duzzled.
(The Travel Books, Preface)
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When you read the plays and the novels that were written
during the Golden Age, the lives of the saints and sinners, the his-
tory of the period, you gain presently a vivid impression of what.

those men were who, by means of clever diplomacy and profitable
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marriages, had become masters of half Europe, and by force of
arms had added vast territories to the crown of Spain. They were
proud, punctilious, and elaborately courteous, passionate, brutal and
ruthless, fiercely religious, but fond of a joke, especially a bawdy
or a cruel one; and when their passions were not roused, gracious,
«charitable and kindly.

| (The Travel Books, Preface)
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