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I have no illusions about my literary position. There are but
two important critics in my own country who have troubled to
take me seriously and when clever young men write essays about
contemporary fiction they never think of considering me. I do not

resent it. It is very natural. I have never been a propagandist.
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They have thought that they were learning something when
they read novels in which the characters delivered their views on
the burning topics of the day ... The novel was regarded as a
convenient pulpit for the dissemination of ideas, and a good many
novelists were willing enough to look upon themselves as leaders
of thought. The novels they wrote were journalismm rather than
fiction ... The intelligent critics, the more serious novel readers,
have since then given most of their attention to the writers who
seemed to offer something new in technique ... Of the other
experiments that have been made the most important is the use
of the stream of thought ... It was inevitable that psycho-analysis
should captivate their fancy. It had great possibilities for the
novelist. He knew how much he owed to his own unconscious for
the best of what he wrote, and it was tempting to explore great
depths of character by an imaginative picture of the unconscious
of the persons of his invention. It was a clever and amusing trick,
but nothing more ... It almost looks as though their authors had
been driven to these contrivances by an uneasy consciousness of
their own emptiness. The persons they describe with all this
ingenuity are intrinsically uninteresting and the subjects at issue

unimportant ... It may be that the interest that has been taken
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during recent years in every form of technical experiment in the
arts points to the fact that our civilisation is crumbling ...
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