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I think many people shrink from the notion that the accidents of the
body can have an effect on the constitution of the soul. There is nothing
of which for my own part I am more assured. My soul would have been
quite different if I had not stammered or if I had been four or five inches
taller ; I am slightly prognathous; in my childhood they did not know that
this could be remedied by a gold band worn while the jaw is still malleable ;
if they had, my countenance would have borne a different cast, the reaction
towards me of my fellows would have been different and therefore my
disposition, my attitude to them, would have been different too. But what
sort of thing is this soul that can be modified by a dental apparatus? We
all know how greatly changed our lives would have been if we had not
by what scems mere chance met such and such a person or if we had not
been at a particular moment at a particular place; and so our character,

and so our soul, would have been other than they are.
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Heidelberg was Willie’s first step towards self-realization. At seventeen,
self-realization did not include riotons living. For several years the boy
remained a timid but determined observer of the seamy side of life. He
saw sex from the sidelines, fascinated and a little horrified. And, if the
truth be told, all his life Mangham has been too fastidious in taste, too
sqeamish in stomach to indulge excessively in the vices which his tolerant
mind condones. In Heidelberg he lived temperately with a German family

whom his aunt, a German, knew.
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(3) Richard A. Cordell: Somerset Maugham, A Writer for All Seasons, In-
diana Unirersity Press, 1969, pp. 92-93.

(4) Karl G. Pfeiffer: W. Somerset Maugham, Victor Gollancz, London, 1959,
p- 30. '
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They walked along the side of a hill among the pine-trees, and their
pleasant odour caused Philip a keen delight. The day was warm and cloud-
less. At last they came to an eminence from which they saw the valley
of the Rhine spread out before them under the sun. It was a vast stretch
of country, sparkling with golden light, with cities in the distance; and
through it meandered the silver ribband of the river. Wide spaces are
rare in the corner of Kent which Philip knew, the sea offers the only broad
horizon, and the immense distance he saw now gave him a peculiar, an
indescribable thrill. He felt suddenly elated. Though he did not know it,
it was the first time that he had experienced, quite undiluted with foreién
emotions, the sense of beauty. ... “By jove, I am happy,” he said to him-

self, unconsciously.(®

& — 4 Heidelberg TIXIERMRFEL IR 2 ToblF T, FADRDHE
finCEAEROW TS 7 VEE, VA4 VEE, 77 VAR, BEREEFAR
HBLW, ThIDHELCTEOEMNOOHEFELOTBELXRL CHEHLLOD
DI NENPERE oL I THD, FV IR o 27 —BRIEEM DRI
N, EH~OBFELE, COXBERID, WIVWIEDLR, Xo& VAR
HONATED b RERINED—DTHH5, €7 + ) 7 =X ADHTITE -
t%@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ&bf,E%@@f%%ﬁ,am&ﬁ%ﬁ%zbc&%%
o, BRAWeF ) A MBI OBBEINTIT> D TH %,

IR Philip & 57 vEE, YA VEE, 7TV RRE, ¥F o BAHEY
5050, 75 v AEBOFEZHMI, il csShicn, 1&2Y) 7T
Guiseppe Garibaldi ¢ & {1 H Hﬂbf:ﬁ)klﬁo 7= Monsieur Ducroz ¢\ 5

(5) W. Somersse Maugham: Of Human Bondage, Heinemann, London, 1966,
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I was introduced to philosophy by Kuno Fischer whose lectures I
attended when I was at Heidelberg. He had a great reputation there and
he was giving that winter a course of lectures on Schopenhauer. They
were crowded and one had to queue up early in order to get a good seat.
He was a dapper, short, stoutish man, neat in his dress, with a bullet
head, white hair en brosse and a red face. His little eyes were quick and
shining. He had a funny, flattened snub nose that looked as if it had
been bashed in, and you would have been much more likely to take him
for an old prize-fighter than a philosopher. He was a humourist; he had
indeed written a book on wit which I read at that time, but which I have
completely forgotten, and every now and then a great guffaw broke from
his audience of students as he made a joke. His voice was powerful
and he was a vivid, impressive and exciting speaker. I was too young
and too ignorant to understand much of what he said, but I got a very °
clear impression of Schopenhauer’s odd and original personality and a con-
fused feeling of the dramatic value and the romantic quality of his system.
I hesitate to make any statement for so many years, but I have a notion
that Kuno Fischer treated it as a work of art rather than as a serions

contribution to metaphysics.(®

(6) The SuMming Up, Chap. 63, pp. 232-233.
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