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... Love was like a parasite in his heart, nourishing a hateful existence
on his life’s blood ; it absorbed his existence so intensely that he could
not take pleasure in nothing else. He had been used to delight in the
grace of St. James’s Park, and often he sat and looked at the branches
of a tree silhouetted against the sky, it was like a Japanese print; and
he found a continual magic in the beautiful Thames with its barges and
its wharves; the changing sky of London had filled his soul with pleasant
fé,ncies. But now beauty meant nothing to him. He was bored and
restless when he was not with Mildred. Sometimes he thought he would
console his sorrow. by looking at pictures, but he walked through the
National Gallery like a sightseer; and no picture called up in him a thrill
of emotion. He wondered if he could ever care again for all the things
he had loved. He had been devoted to reading, but now books vwere
| meaningléss; and he spent his spare hours in the smoking-room of the
hospitai, turning over innumerable periodicals. This love was a torment,
and he resented bitterly the subjugation in which it held him; he was

a prisoner and he longed for freedom.(®
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(2) W.S. Maugham : Of Human Bondage, Chap. 62, p. 457.
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... Now and then he thought of the future with panic, he had been a fool
to spend much money on Mildred ; but he knew that if it were to come
again he would act in the same way. It amused him sometimes to
consider that his friends, because he had a face which did not express
his feelings very vividly and a rather slow way of moving, looked upon
him as strong-minded, deliberate and cool. They thought him reasonable
and praised his common sense; but he knew that his placid expression
was no more than a mask, assumed unconsciously, which acted like the
protective colouring of butterflies; and himself was astonished at the
weakness of his will. It seemed to him that he was swayed by every
light emotion, as though he were a leaf in the wind, and when passion
seized him he was powerless. He had no self-control. He merely seemed
to possess it because he was indifferent to many of the things which

moved other people.®
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Philip had cultivated a certain disdain for idealism. He had always
had a passion for life, and the idealism he had come across seemed to
him for the most part a cowardly shrinking from it. The idealist with-
drew hifnself, because he could not suffer the jostling of the human
crowd; he had not the strength to fight and so called the battle vulgar;
he was vain, and since his fellows would not take him at his own esti-
mate, consoled himself with despising his fellows. For Philip his type

was Hayward, fair, languid, too fat now and rather bald, still cherishing

the remains of his good looks and still delicately proposing to do ex-
quisite things in the uncertain future; and at the back of this were
whisky and vulgar amours of the street. It was in reaction from what
Hayward represented that Philip clamoured for life as it stood; sordid-
ness, vice, deformity, did not offend him; he declared that he wanted
man in his nakedness; and he rubbed his hands when an instance came
before him of meanness, cruelty, selfishness, or lust: that was the real
thing. In Paris he had learned that there was neither ugliness nor be-
auty, but only truth: the search for beauty was sentimental. Had he
not painted an advertisement of chocolate Menier in a landscape to escape
from the tyranny of prettiness?® (TFHREE)
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“For God’s sake come along. Let me take you home. You don’t know
what you're doing. It’s criminal.” “What do I care? Let them take
their chance. Men haven’t been so good to me that I need bother my
head about them.” ... She pushed him away and walking up to the box-
office put down her money. Philip had threepence in his pocket. He
could not follow. He turned away and walked slowly down Oxford Street.
“I can't do anything-more,” he said to himself. The was the end. He

did not see her again.(®
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He considered with some irony the philosophy which he had developed
for himself, for it had not been of much use to him in the conjecture
he had passed through; and he wondered whether thought really helped
a man in any of the critical affairs of life: it seemed to him rather
that he was swayed by some power alien to and yet within himself,
which urged him like that great wind of Hell which drove Paolo and
Francesca ceaselessly on. He thought of what he was going to do and,
when the time came to act, he was powerless in the grasp of instincts,
emotions, he knew not what. He acted as though he were a machine
driven by two forces of his environment and his personality; his reason -
was someone looking on, observing the facts but powerless to interfere:
it was like those gods of Epicurus, who saw the doings of men from
their empyrean heights and had no might to alter one smallest particle

of what occurred.(™

(7) Of Human Bondage, Chap. 78, p. 589.
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... What it (the affair between Philip and Mildred) does represent,
héwever, is a very important and dramatic step in the development
of Philip’s emotional independence; it is Maugham’s treatment of the
strength of the emotions and the dangers of their overwhelming one's

reason. The agonizing entanglement with Mildred is thus merely another
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trial which the hero must undergo before he can achieve true libertX.A(B)
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