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“I don’t want love. I haven’t time for it. It's weakness. I am a man, and some-
times I want a woman. When I've satisfied my passion I'm ready for other
things. I can’t overcome my desire, but I hate it; it imprisons my spirit; I
look forward to the time when I shall be free from all desire and can give myself
without hindrance to my Work.”® '
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“I tell you I've got to paint. I can’t help myself. When a man falls into the
water it doesn’t matter how he swims, well or badly; he’s got to get out or
else he’ll drown.” There was a passion in his voice, and in spite of myself I
was impressed. I seemed to feel in him some vehement power that was struggling
within him; it gave me the sensation of something very strong, overmastering,
that held him, as it were, against his will. I could not understand. He seemed
to be possessed of a devil and I felt that it might suddenly turn and rend him. @)
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“And the passion that held Strickland was a passion to create beauty. It gave
him no peace. It urged him hither and thither. He was eternally a pilgrim, .
haunted by a divine nostalgia, and the demon within him was ruthless. There
are men whose desire for truth is so great that to attain it they will shatter
the very foundation of their world. Of such was Strickland, only beauty with
him took the place. I could feel for him profound compassion.”®
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“His revolt from conventional behaviour and love is merely the abandoning of
these forms of bondage in the face of another, more powerful, one. His lack of
concern for his wife, family, the Stroeves, comfort, even fame, is genuine;
blinded by his artistic demon, unaware of anything else ... Strickland can only
communicate through the medium of paint, and only in this way can he achieve
ultimate freedom ... ®
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- (6) R.L.Calder: W. Somerset Maugham and Quest for Freedom, p. 146,
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In reviewing Of Human Bondage, The Times Literary Supplement had
written that “like so many young men he (Philip) was so busy yearning for
moon that he never saw the sixpence at his feet.” In the end, however, Philip
surrenders the moon in order to grasp sixpence.?
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... His eyes grew accustomed to the darkness, and now he was seized by an
overwhelming sensation as he stared at the painted walls. He knew nothing of
pictures, but there was something about these that extraordinarily affected
him. From floor to ceilings the walls were covered with a strange and elaborate
composition. It was indescribably wonderful and mysterious. It took his breath
away. It filled him with an emotion which he could not understand nor analyse.
He felt the awe and the delight which a man might feel who watched the
beginning of a world. It was tremendous, sensual, passionate; and yet there was
something horrible there too, something which made him afraid. It was the work
of a man who had delved into the hidden depths of nature and discovered secrets
which were beautiful and fearful too. It was a work of a man who knew things
which it is holy for men to know. There was something primeval there and
terrible. It was not human. It brought to his mind vague recollections of black
magic. It was beautiful and obscene. @

Then his eyes fell on the bed of mats in the comer, and he went up, and

he saw the dreadful, mutilated, ghastly object which had been Strickland. He
was dead ;.. @

(8) The Moon and Sixpence, pﬁ. 239-240.
(9) Ibid., p. 240.
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The beauty of life ... is nothing but this, that each should act in
conformity with his nature and his business. 19
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