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9. HODRAFDHEE

Westerners tend to look at life, at the world, as though
sitting in a helicopter above it while the Japanese swim
in the actual flow of events.

—The Japan Experience (fI)
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“..Kyoto, for instance, is a miserably ugly city, as a city, with many
beautlful things in it ...... I think most visitors to kyoto must feel ab-
solutely horrified when they first set foot in it because they've heard
that it is Japan’s Florence or Athens, and yet it isn’'t Florence or Athens. '
at all, because it has no public beauty...... I've argued that there are
parts of Tokyo that are becoming very attractive, and a sense of public
beauty is increasing. The landscaping that one finds in parts of Maru-
nouchi and elsewhere now is among the first examples of this.” The
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10. B3~Ry/OREEH

Democracy is'a way of dealing with human affairs that
has been developed by the countries in the northern tradi- -
tion of Europe, and in fact it works mainly in the coun-
tries in the Anglo-Saxon and Scandinavian traditions.

—The. Japan Experience (II)
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Government by the people; that form of government
in which the sovereign power resides in the people as a
' whole, and is exercised either directly by them (as in the
small republics of antiquity) or by officers elected by
them. In modern use often more vaguely denoting a social
state in which all have equal rights, without hereditary or

. arbitrary differences of rank or privilege.
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I think the Japanese are more uséd to crowds than we
.. (=the English people) are; 'Japan’s cerfainly a very crowd- -
ed country. And they don’t hate, as we do, being touched
by other people. -
- —The Japanese People
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People abroad used to give me the impression that they
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thought the Japanese woman was completely subservient
- to the male, that she was absolutely the slave of her lord
and master. Now, while it is true that in public it often looks
~ that way, even in the thirties I found that my mother-in-
law,in the home, was the boss. Outside the home or in front
of strangers to the family — no, she wasn't the boss.
o —The Japan Experience ()
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I suspect that some Japanese housewives are tougher
than they seem, anyway. Not all of them are downtrodden.
Mrs. Sato, dear soul as she is, rules her household with a
rod of iron. She takes her husband’s salary, unopened, and
then gives him pocket-money every day! She told me this
quite casually once over éoffee, and when I looked sur-
prised she said ‘But it is customary.’ And sometimes I've
heard her scolding poor Mr. Sato quite‘ fiercely!

—The Japanese People
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Unlike the Japanese housewife, however, she does not.
need to be an economic genius, as family finances traditi-
onally are handled by the husband -so the wife needs to
ask the husband for shopping money in America. This

. means there are no “hyakuen teishu” in Amerxca

~Exj)lormg Englzsh
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In this connection, however, Ifeel prompted, as an Eng-
lishman, to utter a Word' of protest against the cruelty of
the Japanese in their eating habits...... What I am referring
to is the torment they wilfully inflict not on foreigners but -
on fishes. Here is a kind of sashiimi called ikezukuri, a word
which has no corresponding word in English — though “can-.
nibalism” might perhaps come closest to it. When I first
came across it the other day, “cannibalism” was in fact
the word that naturally suggested itself to my mind. But
then, I reflected, the caﬂnibals at least boiled or roasted
their human victims -they usually refrained from eating
them raw and alive. Yet this is how the Japanese eat these
poor fishes: neatly sliced in the manner of sashimi; -not
only raw but still alive and kicking.

' ' —DBetween England and Japan
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13. ML EBERE

Not everything’s good, though, in Japanese houses. San-
itation is downright primitive for a country of so many
mechanical marvels. Flush toilets are in-a minority; most
houses have cesSpits. The vacuum-~car, as it's called, is a
well-known sight;—and smell!

‘ —The Japanese People
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