
THE天網"HEAVEN'SNET"METAPHOR

Michae1Car一

天網 "Heaven'snet"isanancientChinesemetaphorfor'divinejustice;

heavenlyretribution'.InEnglish,thenearestequivalentis"God'smill

grindsslowbutsure"or"Justicehaslongarms." Thetropeofwdng綱'net',

incomparisonwithmillorlongarms,hasanintrinsicallyappealinglmageOf

awrongdoerbeingentrappedorentangledindivinejustice.(1)

Thispaperexaminesfouraspectsof"heaven'snet":thesemanticsof天

'heaven;god'and岡 'net(～網)･,.not;confusion'(§1),theShijing天之降岡

"Heaven sendsdown itsnet/confusion"and 天 畢 'heavenly net/fork;

IIyades'(§2),thefamousDaodb'ing天網恢恢疎而不失 "Heaven'snetisvast,

thoughwide-meshed,itmissesnothing"(§3),andother"heaven'snets"(§4).

Theaptnessof"heaven'snet"ledtothedevelopmentofsynonymssuch

as法網 'net10fthedharma/law',causedthecharactersfor罪 'crime'and罰

punishment'tobewrittenwiththenetradical皿 ,andhelpedtostrengthen

Chinesebeliefindivinejustice.

1.THESEMANTICSOF天 'HEAVEN'AND岡 'NET'

"Heaven'snet"combinestwosemanticallycomplexwords;tian<'t'ien

天'great;heaven,sky;god;nature;fate,destiny'andwang< ♯m,iwang岡 (～

鍋)'net;no,not;confusion,disorder'.

1.1天'GREAT;HEAVEN;GOD'

'T'ienjEwasadeityoftheZhoudynasty(llth-3rdcents.B.C.),butnot

〔39〕
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oftheShang(16th-llthcents.B.C.).OnShangoraclebonesandshells,

Supremedeitywasreferredtoasdi<'tieg* 'god;ruler',orsometimes

shangdi< *2,iangtieg上 帝 'godabove;godonhigh'･TheShangoracle

graphsfor't'ien天 anthropomorphicallypictureda大 'big/great(person)'

withabighead･(2)

WhentheZhouconqueredtheShan'g,theyidentifi.edtheir天 'heaven;

god'withtheShang'S帝 'god',similartothemannerinwhichtheRomans

identifiedtheiり upiterwiththeGreeks'Zeus.(3) schindler(1923:341-3)

thinksthat帝 and天 Wererelatedwiththeworshipofancestorsandnature,

respectively'.InearlyZhoutexts,(e.g.,Shijing詩経),天 and帝wereinter-

changeablyusedfor'god',butinlaterZhoutexts(e.g.,Lunyu論語),天 pre-

dominated,alsointhesenseof'nature'.

H.G.Creel(1970:502)proposesthemostfeasiblehypothesistoexplain

天 'ssemanticchanges:Theoriginal'greatman'wasspecializedtothe

greatestmen;kings',appliedposthumouslyto'deadkings;greatspirits',or

(sincetherewasnoovertsingular/pluraldistinction)'thegreatspirit'.

Later,天 wasusedtoreferto'theabodeofthegreatspirits;heaven',and

sinceitwasbelievedtocontroldestiny,天 subsequentlymeant'fate;provi-

dence'.

Theassociationof'heaven'asthedwellingplaceofthe'gods',andthe

*ThanksgotoLewBallard,PaulBenedict,TerryCar一,PamelaGagliani,Maト
thewHanley,JulianJaynes,ShimomuraIsao,andBertPeelersforcommenting
uponearlierversionsofthispaper.Notetheseabbreviations:AC-Archaic

Chinese(asreconstructedbyEarlgren1957),MSC-ModernStandardChlneSe

(romanlZedinPinyin,withinbrackets( )in?uotedtranslations),--alternate
pronunciationsorcharacters,==semanticmeanlng･

(1)Englishnetcanhaveafigurative(espLmoral)senseofa'snare,trap;entangle-
ment'.,e･g･,Byron'S"vainwasthestruggleinthatmentalnet･"Cf･EricClapton'S
"tangledinlove.
(2) SeeCar一1985b:8-10

(3)TheZhouused天'heaven'for'god'asearlyas1080B.C.,accordingtoXuoMo-
JO1935:5.
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beliefthattheg̀ods'controlled'heavenly'phenomena(e.g.,rain)arefound

inmanyancientcultures.CarlBuck(1949:1484,1464-5)tracesoutthe

'sky-god'associationswith'heaven;sky;day'wordsinmostItalic,Celtic,

Baltic,andlndo-Iranianlanguages.

Theetymologyof*t'ien天 'heaven',SaysPaulK.Benedict(1972:157-8),

derivesfromtheSin°-Tibetan暮khien<*kha/n'theheavens';seeninTibetan

mkha'heaven;theheavens'andham-mkha'heaven,sky',andMagarinan-khan

sun,.(4) lielikewiseseesaconnectionbetweengen<*kan,dry,-qidn<

'g'ian'heavenly'乾andSinoITibetan'ga/n'heaven'.

Tian< 書t亨en天 iscognatewithtwolaterwords;dian< 'tien顛 'fore-

head;topofthehead;fallonthellead,falldown;overthrow;concentrate',

anddtYng､<'iieng頂 'topoftheheady.Thesupposedsemanticdevelopment

was'heaven'>'abovethehead;topofthehead'>'head'.

OwingtoitscentralimportanceinChinesereligion,philosophy,and

politics,(5)ii-an天'heaven'hasbeenstudiedinmoredetailthanwang同一網

'net'.

1.2岡'NET(網);NOT;CONFUSE'

Theearliestcharactersforて嘘ng<'miwang岡-円 'net'werepict0-

graphsofa'net'.(6) ShimaKunio'sconcordance(1971:108,240,253,

409-410,473)ofShangdivinationinscriptionsliststhirtyoraclegraphs

showingnetstrappingfishes,rabbits,birds,boars,stags,andunidentified

animals.(7)

PaulK･Benedict(1975:109)notesthesimilaritybetweenAC*m,twang

網 'net;tonet'andwordsinAustro-Ta主languages‥NorthernThai(Dioi)

(4)Benedictsuggeststhatthedoubletxiz2n<fX̂l'an萩'heavenly;Zoroastrian'isalso
related,butthisisnotrecordedinearlytexts.

(5)SeeSchindler(1923),LiZhengfu(1965),andCreel(1970:493-506).

(6)岡iswrittenwiththephoneticwbng<'m̂iwang亡'not',seebelow･
(7)SeethediscussionofTchangTcheng-ming1937=16719.
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m'6ang'net'andMakma:ngcastlngnet';Sui-Thai'm伽ng,BlackThaim〇ng

< 'mwang'net';WhiteThaixwa.･ng- xa:ng'tofishwithanet';Shanand

Laowing<'hwing'handnet';Siamesemung,OldBurmesemっng-deau,and

Limang-dio'mosquito-net'.AC*miwang網 mighthavebeenborrowedfrom

anAustro-Ta主'net'word,orvice-versa(loanedbackfromAC).(8)

Ⅵ伝ng<事miwang岡 'net'wasanCientlyusedasagraphicloanfortwo

otherwords*miwang亡'not,no'and'miwang調 'confuse;deceive'.(9) Loan

charactersarelikearebus;●ananalogywouldbeifwrittenEnglishwere

logographicinsteadofalphabetic,thenthegraphforknot(notnet)couldbe

usedtowritenot.Theambiguityof岡 'net;not;confused'wasresolved

withthespecifyingcharacters網 (withthesilkradical糸)for'net',調 (with

thespeechradical言)for'confuse;deceive',and個 (withtheheartradical

日 for'deluded,confused'.

Thefirst:meaningof'net;tonet'isusuallywritten網,ratherthan岡.

ThisdistinctionislargelyowlngtOHamcopylStS,becausecharactersin

Zhouinscriptionsandtextswereoftenwrittenwithoutradicals.Thereare

twonotablegraphicexceptions.TheYijing'S易経 accountoftheoriginsof

civilizationmentionsFuXi伏義 inventing岡'nets':

作結縄而為岡苦以佃以漁蓋諸離 Hemadeknottedcordsandusedthem

fornetsandbasketsinhuntingandfishing.Heprobablytookthisfrom

thehexagramofTheClinging.(Wilhelm329)(10)

TheMeng2:i孟子 (2BA_0/7,Legge228)useswL5ng岡intheexpressions同市

(8) Fortypographicalreasons,ngisusedfor7･Benedict(197244)proposesa
sino-Tibetan'net'doubletof●kwan～'gwanonthebasisofTibetanrkon-pa～

skon-pa'basket;fowlingnet',Lepchahun'fishnet',Kachinsumgon･Nunsgunand
Burmesekwan'Castlngnet'.

(9)Athird,嘘ng<◆̂LWang柾 'crooked;perverse',hasbeensuggestedbysomecom-
mentators,butthereisnotextualsupport

(10)Thispassagehasm,anygraphicvariants,lnCluding網 ortqfor岡 'TheCling-
ing'ishexagram30,g∠離 (seefns.32and50).
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刺 "tocatchinhisnetthewholegainofthemarket,"(ll)and岡民 'tonet/en-

trapthepeople':

及陥於罪然後而刑之是岡民也 Whentheythushavebeeninvolvedin

crime,tofollowthemupandpunishthem;H thisistoentrapthepeo-

ple.鷺有仁人在位岡民而可為也 ⅡOwcansuchathingasentrappingthe

peoplebedoneundertheruleofabenevolentman?(1A/7/20,3A/3/3;

Legge147-8,240)

IntheShujing%# (169,Karlgren21),thereisan'order'metaphorwhichde-

scribes網 'net'withgang<書kang網'guidingropeofanet;regulator;arrange

threads;I?W'‥"若網在綱有候而不素 Itislikeanet,restingontheleading-

rope;itisorderlyanddoesnotbecometangled･"(12)

Thetsect)ndmeaningof*miwang岡 'net'isagraphicloanforthe

homophonouswang<*miwang亡 'no,not,none;disappear;die'.The暮-ang

finalisuniqueforACnegativewords,butthe*m-initialisseeninw滋<

*m,iwo(亡 canhavethispronunciation)無 'not;nothave;no;donot',m∂<

事mak莫 !not;nothing;noone;quiet',W滋<*mliwo碍 'no,not,m∂<*m地 末

not',andw滋<一m̂iwat勿 'no,(do)not'･ 岡 isoftenusedindoublenega-
.tives,e･g.,intheShujing:

今我民岡弗欲喪E]天局不降威大命不撃Now,ofourpeopletherearenone

whodonotdesire(your)ruin,andtheysay:"WhydoesHeavennotsend

downitsterror,(whyhas)thegreatmandatenotbeenseized?"(19/4,

Karlgren27)

OneShujingdescriptionofdivineretributionuses岡for'without(considera-

tion)'.

(ll)Thisissaidtohaveresultedinthetaxingoftraders.Cf.theeconomicsense.i
theEnglishnet<neat,and買'buy'in§1.3.
(12)AlaterShujingpassage(8/7,Legge159)uses綱withJq<◆kiag紀 'leading
thread;separateandarrangethreads;regulate,rule,norm,follow,record'imthe
compound紀綱'rulesandregulations':"乱其紀綱乃低滅亡Andthrownintoconfu_
sionhisrulesandlaws,theconsequenceisextinctionandruin.
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ThewaysofGodarenotinvariable;‥onthegood-doerⅡesendsdown

allblessings,andontheevil-doerEesendsdownallmiseries.Doyo†l

bebutvirtuous,爾惟不徳岡小 withoutconsiderationofthesmallnessof

youractions,andtllemyriadreglOmSWillhavecauseforcongratulation.

Ifyoubenotvirtuous,爾惟不徳岡大 withoutconsiderationofthegreat-

nessofyouractions,theywillbringtheruinofyourancestraltemple.

(13/8,Legge198)

Someinterpretthisasassuranceofrewardsorpunishmentsfromgod,others

asresultsoffollowingorviolatingnatllralmorallaws.

Thethirdmeaningof'miwang岡isaloanfor'confuse,confused'Words

inalargeACsemanticfieldthatincludes.･*miwang調 'confuse;cheat;de-

ceive''m̂iwa7ig個 'confused;disconcerted;deluded',*m̂iwang忘 'forget;

ignorant',*m̂iwang妄 'confused;foolish;false',書mwang荘 'confused;vast,

vagueヲ,*mbng盲 'blind;ignorant;deluded',*mung家 COVer;Stupid,ignorant;
7S)

exposed;deceived','mung瞭'blind;dim-sighted;ignorant',*mung濠 'darken-

ing(sc･rain)',*m̂i滋ng'dream'- 書mung'darkened;blind'夢 ,*放ang伐 'ignor-

antpeople,populace',*mian沌 'ruined;troubled;disorderly',*Xmwang詫

'sleep-talking;nonsense;lie5',事Xmwang 慌 'confused;flurried,flustered',

'Xmwang悦 'sudden,flustered;crazed,dazed;unaware',書Xmwang荒 'wild,

desolate;vast,great;excessive･,neglect;senile',*g'iwang狂 'mad;shaman;

foolish,reckless',and*kiwang証 'deceive;1ie'.(13)

(13)SeeCarr1986:115-81OtherpossibilltleSlnClude●m,iwo証 'cheat;deceive',
'Xmang亮 'death(esp･ofaking/prince)I,◆m̂iw∂n眠 'shuttheeyes;befooled'

暮m̂iwan素'entangle,confuse','Xmwan昏 'dusk,darkness;ma-age(婚),mentally
dark,blinded',and事'iwang柾 'bent,crooked;unjust;condescend'.Allthesewords
arerelatedwithanextensiveSino-Tibetan'covered;darkened'wordfamily,Paul

K.Benedict(1986)hasexpandedhis(1971:177)rootof'r-mu･k'fog(gy);dark;dull'

tPinclude'r-J sIPrefixationson'mu(-i/-S/-b)J mu･A/･ngAJmawB;andseman-
tlCallyrangingacross'black,dark;blue,green,sky,sky(一god);sun;sea;dim;con-
fused,ignorant,Iblind(ed),･dull;quiet,sullen;downcast,darken,Icloud,fog,mist'.
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TheLiji(15/51,Legge80)says‥"衣服在窮而不知其名為岡Whenaman

hadhisrobesonhispersonanddidnotknowtheirnames (orthemeaning

oftheirnames),hewasignorantindeed." TheL,iezielJ子 (周穆王 ,Karlgren

1964:no.1059)says:"有迷岡之病 Hehadthesicknessofdelusionandcon-

fusion.

ConfuciusandMenciussaythata君子 'superiorma血'canbeqi<書k'iag

欺 'deceived,cheated;imposedupon',butnotwang'<*miwang岡 confused;
deceived,:(14)

可欺也不可岡也 Hemaybeimposedupon,buthecannotbebefooled.

(L,unyu論語6/24,Legge193)

故君子可欺以其方難岡以非共通 Thusasuperiormanmaybeimposedon

bywhatseemstobeasitoughttobe,buthecannotbeentrappedby

whatiscontrarytorightprinciple.(MengR:i5A/2/4,Legge348)

TheLunyuhastwoambiguousloanusagesofwdng岡 Thefirst(2/15)is

theConfucianwarningthat:撃而不思則岡思而不学則殆 '(ifyou)studyanddo

notthink,thenwant,(ifyou)thinkanddonotstudy,then(it)isdangerous/

doubtful,･Themeaningofthesecondhalfisclear,(15)andmosttranslators

takewang<'miwang岡 inthefirsthalfasaloanforwdng<*miwang亡

'(labor)lost',butKarlgrenandLintakeitasmdng<*mwangだ'confused'.

Learningwithoutthoughtislabourlost.(Legge150)

Learningwithoutthinkingislaborlost.(Mei24)

Hewholearnsbutdoesnotthink,islost.(Waley91)

Hewholearnsbutdoesnotthinkislost.(°han24)

Entendreouliresansre'flgchir,estuneoccupationvalne.(Couvreur80)

ReadingWithoutthinkinggivesoneadisorderlymind･(Lin203)

Ifonestudieswithoutthinking,oneisconfused.(Karlgren140)

(14)SeeShijing(191/4)in§22.Cf.thelaterqi'wang欺岡'deceive,cheat'andqq-

ti22n-Wangrbn欺天同人'todeceiveheaven/godandpeople',
(15)Lin(203)takesexceptionandtranslatesnas"flighty(orunbalanced)."
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ThesecondLunyu(6/17)loan usageof岡 contrastswithhumansheng<

'seng生'life;birth;production':人之生也直'man'Slifeisstraight',岡之生也幸

而免'wang'slifeisluckyandescape'.(Couvreur130-1)paraphrases:

Touthommeennaissantalarectitudeducoeur.Siceluiquilaper°,

neperdpasenmemetempslavie,ilaunbonheurqu'iln'apasmerite'･

(Ilaperduceparquoil'hommeestvraimenthomme,etn'aplussa

raisond'etre.)

Legge(190)takesthefirst生as'tobeborn'andthesecondas'tolive':

Manisbornforuprightness.Ifamanlosehisuprightness,andyet

live,h･isescape fromdeathistheeffectofmeregoodfortune.

Waley(119)changesthepunctuation:

Man'sverylifeishonesty,inthatwithoutithewillbeluckyindeedif

heescapeswitllhislife.

Thesethreeattemptsignoretheparallelism,butKarlgren (1968:no.1938)

translates:

Ⅰfamanlives(canhavehislife)itis[byhislstraightness;ifacheat

lives(cangoonliving),hisescaping(misfortune)isluck.

TheequivocalityofthesetwoLunyu岡 loansissimilarwiththeShijing's

poetic"Heaven'S岡net"(§2.1).

1.3THENETRADJCAL亡ロ

1陥 ng岡 'net'isagraphicradicalatthetopofcharacters,written岡or

simplifiedtom (cf.目'eye'),Comparedwiththeother213radicals,thenet

radicalhasanaveragefrequencyofusage･(16)

Mostcharacterswrittenwiththenetradical屯arepictographsinthe

NETsemanticfield:fi2-f6u< *b'̂iilg宋 'net',min<'m̂iwan買'trap,snare',

l滋o<･la羅 'birdnet',(17)zhi<･t̂iag置 'set/place(anet);arrange;setaside',

(16)Lessthan0.5%ofcharacterslnthelargestcorpus,the大漢和辞典,havethenet
radical
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TABLE1

SOMENETRADICALCHARACTERS

NET

岡 'net'
rq 〉
不 net'

買 'trap,snare

羅 'birdnet'

置 'set;arrange

署 'place

電 'fishnet'

革 'fisllnet'

昇 'fishtrap
Tt:ヲ 1
絹 net;trap

蓑 'clothcover

罫 'entangle'

CRIME

苦 'net;guilt'

罰 'punisll;fine

罵 'curse,revile

苦 'revile;defame'

罪 'crime,guilt'

OTHER

嶺 'halter'

幕 'lodginghouse

萄 'caterpillar'

照 'brownbear'

罷 'wearout'

買 'buy'

sh滋< ･dio署 'place;position',yhn<*iam署 'fishingnet',zhdo< 事tbg革

'fishingnet′basket',shew< ･3,i;m幕 'fishtrap',jiLan<･k,iwan昂'net,trap,

entangle',mi<*miak幕 'clothcover;veil',andhua<'g'wag罫 'entan-

gle;hamper'･

SeveralcharacterswiththemnetradicalhavemeanlngSintheCRIME

lexicalfield:fd<'bliwd潤 一罰 'punish;fine',ma<'ma罵 'curse,revile',li
<'lieg誉 'curse,revile;defame',gil<'ko苦 'net;guilt(-華 )',andz滋i<

書dz'wad罪 'Crime,offense;guilt,fault;sin,evil'.Thelogographfor罰-蔚

'punish;fine'combines四'net',言 'speech'(- 'accusation'?,cf.言 ),and

(17)TheLiji(ll/22,Legge433)mentions"TheGreatNetter,"羅氏 ('Net'asasur-
nameortltle).
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rJ'knife'(cf.Sing<･g'ieng刑 'punish,Punishment;law').(18) Thegraph罪

for'crime'ideographicallycombines-'net'withfei<*pl'war非 'not;wrong,

evil,--but罪 hadanearlygraph皐 thatcombineszi<～dz,iad白,nose'(19)

andxin< 'Ŝien辛 'bitter;pungent'indicatingthesamedraconian'knife'(cf.

葦 above).皐 wasfirstchangedto罪 intheQindynasty (小策) "small

seal"graphwhichwasmadeobligatoryin213B.C.TheShuowenjie3d説文

解字 saysthesealgraphwaschangedbecau.seitresembledthetabooed皇

august' (皇帝 'emperor')inthenameofQinShiIIuangdi秦始皇帝 (r.

221-210B.C.).Actually,thisclevergraphicchoiceof罪 "net+wrong"-

crime;guilt'wasaffectedbythe"heaven'snet"symbolofdivinelaw.The

creatorofthischaracter罪 wantedtosuggestthatthe'net'oflaw woulden-

snarecriminals.

Thewordg滋i罪 (withⅧ 'net'and非 'wrong')'crime;guilt,fault;evil'

waschosenbyChristianmissionariesfor s̀in',andsomehypothesizethat

onecauseforthelackofevangelicalsuccessinChinaandJapanisasup-

posedlexicalgapfor'sin'.(20) JuLHsiung(1969‥88)Claimsthat=

Sincethereisnooraclecharacterforsin,wehavetobelievethatthe

ancientChineseknewnothingaboutsin,especiallyoriginalsin･They

believedthatmanwasbornsinlessandperfect.Transgressionswere

committed when the human being wentastray from hisorlglnal

nature.(21)

(18)Kniveswereusedintwotypesofpunishment,tattooingtheface(塞),andcutting
offthenose(鼻町 Seefn.77･

(19)TheACpronunciationof自mayhavebeen'dz'i∂r･
eo)Thecounter-exampleofChristianity'spopularityinKoreaisconveniently

ignored.RuthBenedict(1946)popularizedtheideathatJapanhasashame(haji

恥 )cultureratherthanaguilt(Lsumi罪 )culture･Shesetupadichotomybetween
shamebasedonexternalizedsanctionsfromsocietalvaluesversusguiltbasedon

internalizedstandardsofabsolutesin.Thereissomevaliditytothisconcept,but

tomostpeople,shameandguiltarenearlysynonymousequivalents･SeeGeorge

Devos(1960･288fりandTakieSugiyamaLebra(1976‥11-14)forcriticismsofBe-
nedict'snarrowvaluejudgment
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TocriticizetheancientChinesefornotknowingabout原罪 'originalsin'is

asludicrousassayingtheywereignorantof網球 (,netball,),tennis';(22)

botharerecentimportsfromaliencultures･(23) 罪 ispolyreferentialforre-

ligious'sin'andlegal'crime;guilt'becausethisdistinctionisforeign.

HistoricallinglllStics reveals many parallels for Chinese guilt;sin'

polysemy.Inlndo-Europeanlanguages,Buck(1949:1181-4)findsthat̀sin

wordsusuallyderivefromearlier,andsemanticallymilder,'fault;guilt;mis-

take;error'meanlngS.

TheOTHERcharactersinTable1arenotclearlyrelatedwith ǹet'or

c̀rime'.Thecharacterformai<■meg買 b̀uy'combines四 ǹet'and 貝

cowry;valuable',interpretedas'wrappingup'valuablesortryingto'net;

obtain'W占alth.(24)pit< *pia熊 ,bear,mayderivefrom bd-Pi<･b,la罷
wearout(abearinanet?)'.Thereasonsforthenetsinji<'kia* 'halter,
reins;top-knot'andji<'kia# 'lodginghouse;passingguest'areuncertain.

Therehavebeengraphicsimplificationstoandfromnets.Theoracle

graphforsh虎<*diuk萄 'caterpillar,placename'picturedaninsect,butin

themoderngraph局 ,itsheadwaschangedtoa-】'net',anditsbody

changedto 勺 'bent'and虫 ìnsect'.Bi<*piet畢 'netonaforkedstick;

Woodenfork;Hyades'(§2.3)wasoriginallyapictureofanet,buttheupper

portionwaschangedto田'field'.Theoraclegraphforyuan<*享wdn菟 'in-

el)SeeNakamuraHajime(1964:284),WuPei-Yi(1979),orA･S･Cua(1980) Ju

mistakenlygives'crime'meamngstotheoraclegraphsforkbu<'k'u蓮'robber,
bandit'(ratherthanJu'S'prisoner'),and虎i<'tsag宰 'Official･,butcher,slaughter'
(ratherthan'executionbybeheading')･
¢2)TheloanfornetballisMSC落岡球 andJapaneseネットボォ)i,･

¢3)Aconversecase‥q盲<事k'iad気'lifeforce･,vitalenergy,breath;air;weather;airs,

manner;emotion,temper;spirit,1SOneOfthemostimportantwordsinOrlentalphン

losophy,science,andpsychology(seeOnozawa,Fukunaga,andYamanoi1978;
andDo主1973=95-100),butithasnoequlValentinmostWesternlanguages(other
thanloanssuchas"cht'"or"ki").

糾)Cf.同市利inMengzi(§1.2).
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justice;grievance;falseaccusation'showsarabbitinanet(<?'poaching'),

butthemoderngraph冥has兎 'rabbit'and-'roof'.(25)

2."HEAVEN'SNETS"lNTHESHIJING詩経

TheShijing(BookofPoetry/Odes)istheoldesttextwiththe"heaven's

net"metaphor,ormetaphors,sinceithasboth"heaven'swang岡net/confll-

sion,"and"heaven,sbi畢net/fork."(26)

2.1"HEAVEN'S岡 NET/CONFUSJON''I

Shijingode264 (陪卯) mentions天 'heaven'sixtimes;onceeachin

thefirst,third,fifthandseventhstanzas,andtwiceinthesixthstanza'S天之

降岡'heavensendsdownitsnet/C｡nfusion'.(27) Thefirstandthirdstanzas

parallelheav昌nsendingdownli< *liad属 'whetstone(砺);cruelty,evil;

epidemic,calamity;demon',andludn<'lwan乱 'disorder,confusion,rebel-

1ion'.

暗卯実天 日ookuptothegreatHeaven,butitisnotkindtous.

Forverylongwehavehadnopeace,降此大腐 ithassentdownthese

greatevils.

Inthestatenothingissettled,Officersandpeoplesuffer.Nocuousin-

sectsgnawandinjure,thereisnopeace,no(limit,restraint-)mod-

eratlOn.

罪苦不収 Theguiltyonesarenotapprehended,thereisnopeace,no

cure.(28)

¢5)The'roof'lnthemoderngraphforham<■Xan苧'net,rare'wasoriginallywrit-
tenwithànet'

¢6)TheShijingodesmentionnetsbelngusedtocatch.rabbits(7),birds(70,216),
andflSh(57,70,104,159,172,174,and197).SeeLegge'S(148-9)summary.
e7)InXarlgren'stranslatlOnS"-"and":"indicatefiguresofspeech
e8)Legge(560)translates罪苦不収 11terallyas"ThenetofcrimelSnottakenup,
but収'collect,takein'means'apprehend'bothaccordingtoMao'Scommentaryand
theantithesislnthesecondstanza.
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Peoplehavetheirlandandfields,you,however,takepossessionof

them.

Peoplehavetheircommoners,you,however,snatchthem.

此宜無罪 Thosewhooughttobeheldguiltless,youonthecontrary

apprehendthem.

彼宜有罪 Thosewhooughttobeheldguilty,youonthecontrarylet

themloose.

Aclevermanbuildsacitywall,acleverwomanoverthrowsit.

Beautifulisthecleverwoman,butsheisanowl,ahootingowl.

Awomanwithalongtongue,sheisa(steps-)promoterofevil.

乱匪降自天 DisorderisnotsentdownfromHeaven,itisproducedby

WOmen.

Thosewhocannotbetaughtorinstructedarewomanandeunuchs･(29)

Whenthey(exhaustpeople-)pickpeopletopieces,theirslanderis

firstentirely(cold-Shouldered-)disregarded.

Buthowcanyousay:"They(donotarrive-)cancomenowhere,what

evilcanthosedo?"

Theyarelikethosewhosellatatripleprofit,thenoblemanknowsthis.

And(therefore)thewomenhavenopublicservice,theyhaveto(rest-)

abidebytheirsilkwormworkandtheirweaving.

¢9)ThethirdstanzaIllustratesthesexismlnancientChinesesociety.Legge(561)
notesthat"OnlyaChlneSeWillagreethatltisabadthingforawomantobe

wise."ButsexismwasnotlimltedtotheancientFarEast,Comparethenet
metaphorinEcclesiastes(7:26):
AndIflndmorebitterthandeaththewoman,whoseheartissnaresandnets;

andherhandsasbands;whosopleasethGodshallescapefromher;butthe
sinnershallbetakenbyher.

(30)The"flee"rhymewordrepeatedinthesixthstanza(andthephoneticinwang岡)
iswbTlg<'miw ang亡'disappear;exile;die,destroy;not'.
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天何以刺 WhydoesHeavenreproveyou,whydotheSpiritsnotbless

you?

You(leaveaside-)donotcareaboutyourgreatanxieties(troubles),

youonlyfeelhatredagalnStuS.

Youarenotgood,notfelicitous,yourdemeanourisnot(uptothestan-

dard-)good.

whenpeopleflee(30) thecountry,thestateisexhaustedanddistressed･

天之降岡WhenHeavensendsdown(confusion-)disorder,itisreally

(ample-)Widespread.

Whenpeoplefleethecountry,1tisagrieftotheheart.

天之降同価henHeavensendsdowndisorder,itisreallynear(theend)

Whenpeoplefleethecountry,1tisapalmtOtheheart.

Squirtingisthestraight-jettedspring,itisreallydeep.

Oh,thegriefoftheheart,whyis(thedistress)ofthepresenttime,not

beforeme,notafterme?

東褒美天 ThedistantgreatHeaven,thereisnobodywhomitcannot

steady.

Donotdisgraceyourancestors,thenyouwillsaveyourperson.(Kar1-

gren236-8)

Despitethe岡 antithesesofheavensendingdown(theloancharacter)属

evil,calamity'and乱 'disorder'rebellion',Legge(563)literallytranslates

･Heavenislettingdownitsnet,"(31) andquotesthecommentraryofYam

Zanthat"Heavenissendingdowncalamitiestoactasanet,morenumerous-

(31)Cf･"Godislettingdownhisnet,-issendingcalamitiesuponmankind"(Giles
1151);"Lecielenvoieses(Chatiments,quinousenveloppentcommedes)filets.
(Couvreur415)
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1ythanbefore.

Themeaningof"heaven'S岡 confusiom/disorder"inthesixthstanzais

tiedupwiththefirststanza'S2滋ig滋罪苦 '(netof)crimeandguilt',andthe

second'S7加2Z滋i無罪 'notguilty'andyo虎zili有罪 'guilty'. ZiLigu罪苦hastwo

otherShijingusages:

天降罪苦Heavensendsdowncrimeandguilt,nocuousinsectscausedis一

〇rderinthe(interior-)government.(265/2,Karlgren238)(32)

Mytearsfalllikerain;dowenotlongtoreturnhome? 畏此罪苦 But

wefearthisguilt(blame).(207/1,Karlgren159)(33)

Somecoヮmentatorstakezhig虎罪苦 metaphoricallytomean'netofcrime/

guilt';thllSLegge'S(364,565)"netofcrime"andWaley'S(143)"meshesof

crime." h eMaocommentary(MaoHengandMaoChang,2ndcent.B.C.)

glossesboth罪and普 as'net',thus罪苦 'ensnaringnet'. ZhengXuan(A.D.

2ndcent.)takes苦 asaverb,thus罪苦 'crimewillnet/entrap'theguilty.

ButKarlgren(1964:mos.651,1059)saysthesemisinterpretationswere

causedbya"graphicetymology." Bothz滋i罪 andgil苦 arewrittenwiththe

netradical-,but罪wasalsowritten掌,andgii苦isaloanforgil葦 'crime;

guilt'whichoccurswithzlbp罪 intwootherShijingodes:(34)

無罪無事 Ihavecommittednooffence,havenoguilt;buttheslanderous

mouthsareclamourlng;theevilsofthelowerpeople,theydonotcome

downfromHeaven.(193/7,Karlgren139)

(32)Odes264and265arequitesimilar.Bothmention"nocu.usinsects,"and265/

isays:"GreatHeavenisterrific,Heaven(massively-)heavilysendsdowndeath."

265/2alsomentionsheavenandusesl'i#(seefn･10)for･passthrough･.
(33)207/2,3haveabstractparallelstozむigh･"Wefearreproofandanger…(inculta-

tioms=)repeatedorders･"Thesemakethe"netofcrlme"interpretationunlikely.
64)TheShujinghasgiLZiLi章罪'guilt'‥

卿士師師非度凡有事罪乃岡恒獲 ThedignitarleSandofflCerSinagreathostare

doingunlawfulthings,(eachofthem-)allhaveguilt,buttheyarenotregularly
caught･(20/2,Karlgrem27)
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Oh,distant,greatHeaven,youarecalled(our)"fatherandmother";無罪

無季 thereisnooffence,thereisnoguilt,butthedisorderisasgreatas

this∫(198/1,Karlgren147)

Therefore,zZh'gil罪冒 apparentlymeans'crimeandguilt'andnot'netof

crime/guilt'-butwritlngthewordwithE-graphicallyassociatesitwith

"heaven'snet."

AnothermeansofdeterminingwhetherthisShijing岡meant綱 7net'or謂

一個 'confusion;disorder'isexaminingotherusageswithinthetext.

2.2OTHERSHIJINGOCCUF7RENCESOF天,降,and岡

WhataretheShijingtextualdistributionsofthesubject,verb,andobject

in天之降岡"Heavensendsdownitsnet/confusion"? TheShijinghasfour

sections:theSong% 'Elegies,Sacrificial0des',theDaYajC# (with264

above)andXiaoYa小雅 'GreaterandLesserElegentia',andtheGuoFeng国

風 'AirsoftheStates･.(35 ThegeneralconsensusofShijingscholarsisthat

thetextisamiscellanyofpoemswrittenbetweentheeleventhandsixth

centuriesB.C"WiththeSongcontainlngtheearliest,andtheGuoFengthe

latestOdes.(36)

65) TheGuoFengcomprisesodes1-160,XlaOYa161-234,DaYa235-265,andSong
266-305.

(36)OnthebasisofdifferentdiachronicsetsofgrammaticalfunctionWOrds,W.A.C.

H.Dobson(1968)proposesahypotheticaldatingschemefortheShijingsect10nS
(inapproximatecenturiesB.C.).Song(llth-loth),DaYa(10thl9th),XiaoYa

(9th18th),andGuoFeng(8thl7th).MatsumotoMasaki(1958)takestheopposite
viewthattheodesintheGuoFengaretheoldest,butthisisbasedonthematlCS,
notlinguistics.
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Table2

Meaningsof天,降,網,and岡 intheShijing

MEANING OCCURRENCESPERSECTION

Song DaYa XiaoYa GuoFeng

天 'heaven,sky' 1 4 11 2

天 'Heaven,god' 21 66 47 15

降 'incarnate' 3 1

降 'senddown' 8 13

降 'comedown' 4 2

降 'calmdown'

網 'netl

岡 'not' 5

岡 'confuse 1

4

1

1

l

1

2

Table2showsthesemanticoccurrencesof't'ienPt'heaven,sky;

IIeaven,god';■kl̂ong降 'descend(from heaven),incarnate;comedown'-

'g'lang'calmdown';̀miwang網 ǹet';and*miwang岡'not;confuse'.

'T'ien天 means'Heaven,god(S),God'ninetimesmoreoftenthan

･heaven,theheavens,sky･intheShijing･(37) The･sky'Senseislimitedto

threecircumstances:a)flyingbirds;e.g.,(239/3,Karlgren191)"鳶飛戻天

Thehawkfliesandreachesheaven;thefishleapsinthedeep";(38) b)celes-

tialphenomena(cf,§2.3),e.g.,(238/4,Karlgren191)"悼彼雲漠為章干天

GreatistheHeavenlyHanriver,itformsapatternonheaven';(39) andc)

67)ThisisgenerallythesameinotherearlyZhoutexts,seeCreel(1970:49415)･天
frequentlyoccurswiththeabstract"networds''罪 'crime;guilt'and苦'net;crime,
guilt'intheDaandXiaoYds.Forexample(197/1,Karlgren145):"Ialoneamln
misery;何章干天我罪伊何whatguilthavelagainstIIeaven,whatismyoffenceフ"
(38)Theothersare178/3,184/2,204/3,252/8.

69)Karlgren'S"Heavenly"Han riveris雲 'cloudy',cf･258/1below･Twoother
casesof天'sky'are118/1and155/2.
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theexpressions天下 and天之下 '(all)underheaven;theworldン;e.g.,(205/2,

Karlgren157)"薄天之下莫非王土Underthevastheaventhereisnothingthat

isnotthelandoftheking･"(40) 天frequentlymeans,god'inthecompounds

天子 'sonofheaven,theking',芙天 b̀right(splendidheaven',支天 austere/

highheaven',and天命 'mandateofheaven'.(41) Fi,eodeshavedoublere-

ferencewith天meaningboth'theheavens,sky'and'Heaven;god';thebest

exampleis:

悼彼雲漠 BrightisthatHeavenlyHamriver,昭回干天 itshinesandre-

volvesinthesky;(42) thekingsays:Alas,whatguiltrestsonthepre-

sentmen? 天 降喪乱 Heavensendsdowndeathanddisorder,famine

comesrepeatedly-支天上帝 GreatHeaven,GodonHighdoesnotletus

survive./ (repeated with)why doeshe cause us to skulk (for

fear)?…doesnot(thinkabout-)considerus‥.暗卯莫天 日ookuptothe

GreatHeaven,ohhowdistressedIam!…(repeatedwit廿 smallareits

stars…whenwillitkindlygiveuspeace?(258/1,3,5,6,7,8,Karlgren

224-6)(43)

In"heaven'snet/confusion,"*t'ien天 h̀eaven'definitelymeans'god'.

'Klang降 iscloselyassociatedwith天.,alloccurrencesinmeaningsof

'incarnate'and'senddown',andmanyof'comedown'referto'heaven;god'.

Thefirst'incarnate;descend一(fromheaven)'(44) describesdivinebirths,e.g∴

(303,Karlgren263)"天命玄烏降而生商 Heavenorderedtheblackbirdtode-

scendandbearShang."(45) 降 'ssecondmeaningof'senddown(onlyfrom

吐q Compare296.
㈹ Insomeodes,天'god;heaven'isusedsynonymouslywith帝'god;lord';e.g.,(47
/2,Karlgren31)"胡然而天也胡然而帝也HowisshesolikeHeaven,howissheso
likeGod?"

¢2)Karlgren'S"Eeavenly"is雲'cloudy'and"sky"is天'heaven'.Cf.238/4above･
¢頚 Theothersare192/4,6,7,13,196/i,2;210/2,4;and241/2,5
㈹ TheMSCwordfor'incarnation'(ofChrist,Buddha,etc.)isjibngsh-eng降生,

literally'todescendandbeborn'.
色勾 Eberhard(1968:131)analyzestheShang"blackbird"creationmyth.Cf.259/1
and304/3,7.
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heaven)'showsaremarkablechange;intheSong,100%ofthethingsheaven

'sendsdown'arebeneficial(e.g.,blessing,felicity),(46) butthischangesto

about20%intheDaandXiaoYdswhereevilanddisorderare'sentdown'

fromheaven.(47) Inasimilarmanner,降 'sthird'comedown'meaningre-

ferstogodsandspirits'descending'fromheavenintheSong,butgenerally

referstopeople,descending,from hillsintheothersections･(48) 降 's

fourthmeaning(pronouncedn'dng<*g'lang)'calm/Settledown,beatrest'

onlyoccursintheline我心則降 'myheartthensettlesdown':

WhenIhavenotyetseenmylordmygrievedheartisagitated;but

whenIhaveseenmylord,我心則降 myheartcalmsdown.(168/5,Kar1-

gren113)(49)

"IIeaven'Enet"being降 'sentdown'istypicalofDaandXiaoYaodesblam-

inggodfordisorderandsuffering.

IntheShijing,'m̂iwang岡doesnotmean'net',but'm.iwang綱 doesinan

'unexpected'metaphor(43/3,Karlgren29):"魚網之設鴻則離之 Afish一met

theyhadset;awild-goosefastenedinit･"(50)

*Miwang岡 (unlike天 and降 inTable2)doesnotoccurintheSong･

Eightoftheeleven*m̂iwang岡 occurrencesmeaning(十m̂iwang亡)'no,not,

良句 239/2,245/6,248/4,274twice,279,284,300/1,4,and302twice.

㈹ 166/2,191/5,193/7,194/1,255/2,257/7twice,258/1,264/1,3,6(twice

wlth岡 ),and265/1,2.ChenMengjia(1956:570-1)discusses降OnShangora-

cleinscriptionsreferringtoheavensendingdownblessings(若,食)andcurses
(禍 ,不若,莫).
鋲勾 See305/4.Cf.50/2,190/2,and250/2.Theoppositionalcompound捗降IS
usedforgodsandspirits'goingupanddown'in286-8and235.ChenMengjia
(1956:579-81)notesthatonShangoracleinscriptions,wherethegraphsfor捗

and降showedfeetascendinganddescendingsteps,thegodsweresaidto捗降.

色功 我心則降isrepeatedin14/1.ThisispartoftheShijing"grievedheartseries,

seeCarr(1983:13-15).Inlaterusagem'bng降 'calmdown'Cametomean'submit,
causetosubmit;behumble;condescend;exorcise'. ′
(50)This"fastened"isli'# ,seefn.10.OtherShiJingodes(eg.,70and170)useli
離forbirdsandfishbeing〉trapped,netted',
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none'arewith極 'limit;extreme;utmost'inwangji<'m̂iwangg要.ak岡極 'unli一

mited,infinite;unrestrained;reckless;excessive'.(51) Forexample,(202/4,

Karlgren153),inspeakingoffiliallovefordeadparents:"Iwishedtore-

quiteyoubygoodness,実天田極 butthegreatHeaven(hasnolimit:)goesto

excess".ThethreeotherllSageSOf岡 'not'allrefertoobeyingancestral

splrits,forexample:

(WenWang)wasobedienttothe(dead)princesoftheclan(hisances-

tors);神岡時怨oftheSpirits,nonewereannoyedwithhim;神岡時個 of

theSpirits,nonewere(pained,grieved-)dissatisfiedwithhim.(240/2,

Karlgren192)(52)

岡onlymeans'confuse,cheat,deceive'in"heaven'Snet"(βαy〟,264/6)and

in(XiaoYa,191/4)勿岡君子 "donotcheatthenoblemen."(53) ode191

uses天'heaven'Seventimes:

天方薦症Heavennowrepeatedlycausesepidemics,deathanddisorders

arewidespeadandmany-天子定見theSonofHeaven,himyoushould

(augment:)strengthen…不弔莫天oh,mercilessHeaven,yououghtnotto

exhaustourcrowd…勿岡君子 donotcheatthenoblemen;(54) bepeace-

ful,be(stopping:)moderate,donot(havethedangerof-)letyo山self

beendangeredbymeanmen;thenyourpettyrelativeswillnotenjoy

greatoffices.実天不傭 ThegreatHeavenisnotjust,itsendsdown

these(full:)amplequarrels.実天不意 thegreatHeavenisnotjust,it

(51)58,109,199,202,219,253,and257.SeeDobson(1968=229)･ZhuXi(A･D･

1130-1200)sayswangjicannothavedifferentmeaningsintheseoccurrences･
Karlgren'S岡極 translationsareconsistent,butCouvreur'S,Legge'S,andWaley'S
arenot.

(52)See256/3.HeavenlSmentionedln256/4,ll,and121
(53)Cf･theConfucianandMenciansayingsin§1･2lThis'miwatTiwang勿岡'not
not,iscomparablewith･XmwatXmwang惚慌 ,divlnebliss;cônfuslOn,Obscurity,in
Carr1986.

(54)Cf."netrompentl'empereur"(Couvreur228),"betraynotthouthylord"(Jen-

nings211),"Heshouldnotdealdeceitfullywiththesuperiorman"(Legge311)･
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Sendsdownthesegreattransgressions…不弔実天 Oh,mercilessHeaven,

thedisorderisneversettled,everymonthitgrows…芙天不平 Thegreat

Heavenisiniquitous;ourkingisnotatpeace.(191/2,3,4-5,6,9,KarL

gren133-4)

Thisodeappealstotheking,anddenouncesMasterYin師升 aministerof

KingYu幽王 (r.781-771B.C.),thelastWesternZhouregent.(55)

TheShijing'S"heaven'snet"wasprobablywritten･around770B.C.(or

735 B.C.,see ArthurWaley 1936).(56) commentatorsbelieve odes

191-194and264-5refertoKingYu.Thesesixodes,outoftheShijings

305,havetheonlytwo岡 usagesfor'confuse;deceive'Hand57%ofthe罪

crime;guilt',60%ofthe苦 'net;crime;guilt',43%ofthe葦 'crime;guilt,and

14%ofthe天 'heaven;god'usages.MosthistoricalattributionsofShijing

odesaredubitable,however,193hasoneoftheearliestreliabledatesin

Chinesehistory,theeclipseonAugust29,776ち.C.,whichwastakenasa

divineomenofYu'sdownfall.

"IIeaven'snet"ispartofaShijingcycleofodes,presumably written

about2700yearsago,whichimpute罪苦 'guiltandcrime'totherulers;and

blame天 'heaven;god'for降 'sendingdown'politicalandeconomicdis-

(55)ThisodeisunusualfortheShijingbecauseitnamesitscomposer,JiaFu家父

Thereisanother家父mentionedlntheChunqiu春秋duringthereign(6081591B.

C.)ofDukeXuan桓公(8,15;Legge51,64).
(56)Julian JaynesfindsahistoricalparallelthattheancientGreeksmayhavede-

veloped'guilt'aroundthesametimetheChinesedeveloped"heaven'snet." Based

ontheadmittedly"prettymeagerevidence"ofcontrastsbetweentheIlliad(7th
cent.B.C.)andtheOdyssey(5thcent.B.C.)versionsoftheOedipusstory,Jaynes

(1982･434)believesthataroundtheseventhcenturyB.C.,metaphor-generatedcon-

sciousnessdevelopedthe:

ldeasforjustice,retribution,doingwrong,remissionofwrongs,andforgive-
ness,allverycuriousbehaviorswhenwethinkofthemagainsttheback-

groundoftheevolutionofmammalianbehavior,andalloccurringinworld
historyforthefirsttime.

Theideasofguilt,law,andretributionseemtohavedevelopedearlierinChina
thaninGreece.SeeLiYa-Rung(1955:12215)andAnazawaTatsuo(1982:48-50)
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orders,andmental岡'confllSion'.

2.3"HEAVEN'SNET/FORK"

TheShijinghasanother"heaven'snet."Itusesthenamesbi<♯pie-t畢

'netonaforkedstick;Woodenfork;complete,all'andtianbi'天 畢 for

'Hyades'(anasterismoffivestarsintheheadofTaurus).Theoracleand

bronzegraphsforSpictureaforkedsticknet.(57)

Bi畢 OccursfourtimesintheShijing.First,草 isverballyusedinits

basicsenseof'netonaforkedstick'(216/1,Karlgren169):"Theducksgo

flying,畢之羅之 wetakethemwithhand-netsandspread-nets." Second,畢

means'all,each'when(190/3,Karlgren131)shepherdswavetotheirsheep,

and:"畢釆既升 theyallcome;andnowtheyhavegoneup(intothefold)."

Third,畢 isthe'fork-net;Hyades':

Thereareswinewithwhitelegs,ingreatnumberstheywadethrough

thewaves;月離干畢themoon(isattachedto-)dwellsin(theconstella-

tion)(Bi),(58) itcausesagreatflow (ofrain).(232/3,Karlgren

184)(59)

Thisisadoublecoincidence.HyadescomesfromGreekHuades'littlepigs'.

TheancientGreeksandChineseassociatedrainfallwiththesunrisingin

("therainyones")Hyades(ca.May7-21).Fourth,天草isheaven'sfork-net;

Hyades'inanodewithotherstellarnames:

維天者漠 Intheheavensthereisthe(celestial)Ham (theMilkyWay),it

looksdownandisbright;(slanting-)triangularistheWeavingLady

αinVegaande,EinLyra)…brilliantistheDraughtOx(inCapri-

(57)畢 definitelymeans'fork-net'Onoracleandbronzeinscriptionsabouthunting,
butwhich"heaven'snet"camefirst,'divineconfusion'or'Hyades'?

(58)Cf."theNet"(Waley120),"theHyades"(Jennings272,Legge422),and"les
Hyades"(Couvreur316).
(59)Waley(120)notes:"Rainfallinglookslikeanetcastoverthelandscape･The
charactersfor'net'and̀rain'areintheiroldestformsverysimilar.



THE天網"HEAVEN'SNET"METAPHOR 61

corn),butonedoesnotyokeittoanycarriage;intheeastthereisthe

OpenerofLight(Lucifer);inthewestthereistheLongContinuer(Hes-

perus);有球天畢 longandcurvedistheHeavenlyFork(eightstarsin

Hyades),butitisjustplacedthereinitsrow.Inthesouththereisthe

WinnowingBasket(inSagittarius),butonecannotwinnowwithit,in

thenorththereistheLadle(Ursamajor),butonecannotladlewineor

congeewithit;inthesouththereistheWinnowingBasket,itdrawsin

itstongue;inthenorththereistheLadle,itraisesitswesternhandle.

(203/5-6,Karlgren155)

Karlgren(1964:no.634)explainstranslating天草as"HeavenlyFork"rather

than "theNetsofHeaven"(Waley319),"theHand-Net"(Jennings235),or

"theRabbitNetofthesky"(Legge356)･(60) EventhoughMaoglosses畢

as'rabbitnet',KarlgrenfollowstheI,ijiusageof畢 asaforkedinstrument

forliftingasacrificialtripod,(61) andconcludes:

Ifwetranslatethus,thereisnothingtopreventtheassociationofideas

atthesametimecallingtomindthe"huntingfork"(fork-net),sinceboth

objects('fork-net'and'caldronfork')arefundamentallyoneandthe

sameword.

Theeightstarsof_bigdonotcorrespondwiththefiveofHyades,(62) and
includethreestarsinTaurus.Sincethereareaboutonehundredspectral

classGandKstarsintheHyadescluster,seelngafork,afork-net,Orlittle

p上gsisaRorschachianchoice.

(60)Cf."ceFiletrecourbequisemblefaitpourprendre(1esHyades)"(Couvreur226).
(61)20/12,Legge141:"Thescoopusedinadditionwasofmulberry,threecubits
long,withitshandleandtheendcarved."TheLiji(6/35,Legge268)alsouses
畢astheconstellationname

(62)ThemythologicalHyadessisterswhonursedDionysusWeretransformedinto
fivestarsinHyades,and(dlfferentversionssay)two/threeinPleiades.
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3."HEAVEN'SNET"lNTHEDAODEJING道徳経

TheDaodejing(ClassicoftheWayandthePower,byLaoZi老子?,6th

cent.B.C.?),hastheproverbial天網"heaven'snet,''

3.1THEFAMOUS"HEAVEN'SNET"

TheconclusionofDaodejingchapter73says‥(63) "天網恢恢疎而不失

IIeaven'snetishilihili< ･k'W∂gk'wag恢恢 'extensive,vast,immense';(64)

(itsmeshes)aresh虎<･?̂io疎 'wideapart;sparse;loose';(65) (butit)doesnot

ski< '3iet失.'fail,lose,letgo;neglect,err'."

Hewhoisbraveindaringwillbekilled.

Hewhoisbraveinnptdaringwilllive.

Ofthesetwo,0meisadvantageousandoneisharmful.

WhoknowswhyHeavendislikeswhatitdislikes?

Eventhesageconsidersitadifficultquestion.

TheWayofHeavendoesnotcompete,andyetitskillfullyachieves

victory.

Itdoesnotspeak,andyetitskillfullyrespondstothings.

Itcomestoyouwithoutyourinvitation.

Itisnotanxiousaboutthingsandyetitplanswell.

天網恢恢Heaven'snetisindeedvast.

疎 而 不 失 Thoughitsmeshesarewide,itmissesnothing.(°han

22819)(66)

(63)Chapters7274concerncrimeandpunishment.TheHoshangcommentarycalls
73任為"HowtoActAdequately."
(64)Reduplicatingh-u2恢 'great,immense,vast,extensIVe;recover,reStOre'.TheShi-
ji史記says天道恢恢 "TheWay/DaoofHeaven(cf.Daodejing47and76)isvast."

Inon_eoftheZhuangzま荘子"knack"passages(3/9),恢恢means'ampleroom'･
(65)Shu疎canalsomean'distant;thin,scanty;coarse;takeaway,eliminate,perfo-
rate,penetrate'.
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TheDaodejingcommentaryattributedtoHoshangGong河上公 (fl･1791159

B.C.)says:

天所網羅恢恢甚大雄疎遠司察人善悪無有所失 Asregardsthenetof

heaven,ithaswidemeshesandisverylarge.Thoughitiscoarseand

wide,itoverlooksthegoodandbadwithinman.Nothingescapesit･

(Erkes124)

Two Song dynasty (A.D.96011279)Daodejing commentatorsSu Che

(1039-1112)andLuHuiching(fl.1078)notetheparadoxofevilpeoplewho

escapefrom "heaven'snet,"andsuggestpostmortem punishment･Yuan

Wucheng(1249-1333)recommendsthatawiserulershouldnotexecutethe

guilty,butratherwaitforheaventokillthem･

3.2QUOTAT10NSANDMISQUOTAT10NS

ManytextsquotetheDaodejing'S"heaven'snet." Itiscorrectlyquoted

intheHouHanshu後漢書 (A.D.426,郎顕侍),andintheWenxuan文選 (ca.

A.D.530).

TheWeishu親書 (ca.A.D.290,任城王侍)misquotestheDaodejing

withl∂u漏 'leak,miss,leaveout;waterclock'insteadofshi失 'fail,lose,

(66)Othertranslationsoftheproverbare:
ThemeshesofthenetofHeavenarelarge;farapart,butlettingnothlng

escape.(Legge146)

ThenetofHeavenhasmesheswide,butthrough itsmeshesnonecanglide.

(Heyslnger92)
ThenetofHeavenextendseverywhere.Itsmeshesarewide,butnothlngever

escapesit.(Balfollr44)
ThenetofGodisvastanditsmeshesgreat,butnooneescapes.(Giles1151)

Theheaven'snetisbroadandwide Withbigmeshes,yetlettingnothingsllp

through.(Lin306)
Heaven'snetisverywide-meshed.ItlScoarseandstilllosesnothing.(Erkes
124)

ThenetofheavenlSCastWide.Thoughthemeshisnotfine,yetnothing
everslipsthrough(Lau135)

Heaven'smetisextensive,itsmeshesarewideanditletsnothingslipthrough
(Karlgren12)
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miss;letgo;neglect,err',butthisdoesnotsignificantlyalterthemeaning.

ThemisquoteisrepeatedintheJinshu青書 (A.D.644,劉頒侍),theTaiping

yulan太平御覧 (A.D.984),andotherlatertexts,includingsomeversions

oftheDaodejing(V.ShimaKunio1973:20819),

4."HEAVEN'SNETS"lNOTHERTEXTS

ChinesetextswrittenaftertheShijingandDaodejingmention天 網

'heaven'snet;divineretribution',天草 'heaven'snet;Hyade5',plusvariations

andsynonymsforthem.

4.1LATER"HEAVEN'SNETS"

"Heaven'snet"wordsarewidelyspread.TheHanshu漢書 (A.D.78,叙

侍)has天岡 (hot網)intheline"観天岡之絃覆号togazeuponthevastcover

ofheaven'snet."(67) TheHouHanshu (朱穆侍) uses天網 indiscussing

legalreforms:"張理天網補綴漏目tostretchoutheaven'snetandrepairits

loosemeshes."

TheShiJ-i史記 distinguishesthenetmetaphoras"coarse-meshed"or

"fine-meshed"tomean'laxlty'or'strictness'inlawsandpunishments.The

(酷史侍 ,序 and論質)"KuSh呈"('rapacious/cruelunderlings')sectionhas

both網漏 'netleaks;escapethenetofjustice'(cf.§3.2)‥"網漏於呑舟之魚

the(legal)nethassuchwidemeshesthatevenafishbigenough toswallow

aboat(i.eリmajorcriminals)canescapefromit,"and網密 'net'scloseness;

Strictlaws':"自張湯死後網密多読厳 sincethedeath ofTang,thenethas

(67)TheHanshu(刑法志)hasausagewhichissimilarwlththeShijing:"風流篤厚禁
岡疏開withthedispersionofhonesty,thestrictnetbecameseparated."
(68)TheShiji(殿紀)hasastoryabout(thelegendaryfounderoftheShangdynasty)
Tang'S湯 belieflndestiny.Tangordersafowlerto"網開三面openthenetthree
sides,"toinsurethatonlybirdswouldbecaughtwhosefatedecreedit.Cf
Huainan3d准南子 (18/34)"場数祝網者 Tangtaughttheuseofthenetoffate.
TheShijZalso(浮棟侍)criticizesoverlystrict文網 'civil(law)nets':"拝常世之文網
toguardagainsttheclVil(legal)netofthatage.
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beentightandverystrict."(68) Theopposite網疏 'net'Slooseness;laxlaws

isalsousedintheShiji(平準侍):"嘗此之時網疏而民嘗 thepeople'sbehavior

wasthusbecauseatthattimethenetwasloose.

Hyadesacquiredothernames.TheChuci楚辞 (ca.3rd-2ndcents･BI

c.)has天畢 (畢 elaboratedwiththenetradical四)alongwithtwoother

constellationnames:

ⅠvisitedFuYueh,(69) bestridingadragon,

JoinedinmarriagewiththeSpinningMaiden,

撃天畢今掩俗LiftedupHeaven'sNettocaptureevil,

DrewtheBowofHeaventoshootatwickedness,

FollowedtheImmortalsflutteringthroughthesky,

AteofthePrimalEssencetoprolongmylife.(17/14b,Hawkes181)

天畢 becameinterchangeablewith天網 .TheHouHanshu (蘇意侍)uses

tianwang天網 forHyades:"月入於畢畢為天網主網羅無道之君 Themoonen-

tersintobi,'heaven'snet'controlsthenetswhichensnareimmoralrulers.

Thenamewdngche同車 'netcart'means'Hyades'inapoem (思玄賦)by

ZhangIIeng張衡 (A.D.78-139):"観同車之幕幕号猟青林之己だgazinginto
thedepthsofthe,netcart,,huntingintheextremesofthegreenforest･"(70)

4.2"HEAVEN'SNET"SYNONYMS

天網 "Heaven'snet"hassynonymssuchas天羅 'heaven'snet',and

associated'heavenlypuniShment'wordssuchas天罰 .

Twotianwang天網 synonymsaretianlub天羅 'heaven'snet'andfL弛ang

法網 'dharma.net'. T近nlu∂天羅 'heaven'snet'isusedintheChenshu陳書

(ca.A.D.610,高祖 1):"玄地軸抗此天羅 thisearthpivotsagainstthat

(69)AShangministerwhowassupposedlytransformedintoastar･

(70)CfthewzmgchTe綱車'netcart',avehiclewhichscoopedupfallenobjects,andthe

Japaneseaminorimono網乗物'netvehicle',apaddywagonusedduringTokugawa
era.

(71)天羅canmean'halberd'orI(天然)"naturally"luxuriant(netsof)plantgrowth,

jungle'.Cf.天羅架'loofah'and大羅'canopyofheaven'･
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'heaven'snetン."(71) comparetianlu6-di'wang天羅地網 'heavenlynet(above)

andearthlynet(below);tightencirclement,surroundedonallsides'.

BuddhismwasintroducedtoChinacenturiesafter"heaven'snet"en-

teredtheChineselexicon,buttheideaofkarmicretributioncoincidedwith

themetaphor･(72) Fawang法網 'netofdharma′law',reflectingtheBuddhist

meaningof'dharma'forfa<'p̂iwap法 '1aw,rule;standard;method,pattern',

isfoundintheSongshi宋史 (A.D.1345,太祖紀3)‥"何近代法網之密平Why

hasthenetofthelawbeensotightrecently?" FawL5ng法網 issimilarwith

lndra'snet,aBuddhistmetaphorforkarmicinterrelatedness,fpundinthe

Avatamsaka(ChineseHuayan華言)SutTla.CharlesEliotexplainsthat:

Intheheavenoflndra,thereissaidtobeanetworkofpearls,so

arrangedthatifyoulookatoneyouseealltheothersreflectedinit.

Inthesamewayeachobjectintheworldisnotmerelyitselfbutin-

volveseveryotherobjectandinfactiseverythingelse."Inevery

particle of dust,there are present Buddhas without number･"

(1969:109-110)

Alaterwordis俳罰 ,Buddha'spunishment'.(73)

Therearefourcompoundsmeaning'heavenlypunishment'thatcombine

天with:fd罰 'Punishment,penalty;fine'(writtenwiththenetradical),tao討

'Punishment,suppression;denunciation',A-ng刑 '(corporal)Punishment,

deathpenalty;torture',and3:hil許 'Punishment;deathpenalty'. Tianfd天罰

'heavenlypunishment'isusedintheShujingwith岡'not':

天罰不極庶民岡有令政在干天下 ifHeaven'spunishmentswerenot

perfect,(74) thecommonpeoplewouldnothaveagoodgovernment

underHeaven.(47/21,Karlgren78)(75)

F21cf.塵網 'dustynet;entanglementsofmortality',and誤為時網牽'becomewrong-

lyentangledinthesnaresofthisworld(ratherthanattendingtothenext)'
(73)Cf.神罰'god'spunishment'･
(74)Thisisthe極of岡極ln§2･2･
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Tiantao天討 'heaven'spunishment'isalsousedintheShujing(4/6,Karlgren

9)‥"天討有罪 Heavenpunishesthosewhoareguilty."(76) Tidn豪ng天刑

'heaven'S(death)penalty'(77)firstoccursintheGuoyu国語 (周語 2)"上非天

刑下非地徳中非民則Thereisneitherheavenlypunishmentabove,norearthly

virtuebelow,norcivillaw betiveen."(78) Tianzhil天諌 'heaven'S(death)

penalty'isusedinaMeng2:i(5A/7/9,Legge364)misquoteoftheShujingto

say:"天課道政自牧宮 Heavendestroying〈Jie)commencedinattackinghim

inthepalaceofMu･"(79)

5.CONCLUS10NS

The"heaven'snet"metaphorhasinfluencedChinesewrittenlanguage,

lexicalstIucture,andbeliefsystems.

First,"heaven'snet"hasbeencodifiedintoChinesecharacterswiththe

netradicala (§1.3)IJamesA Matisoff(1986:9)usesWhorf'S"pheno-

type" to describe the unique significance of raLdicals in Chinese

characters.(80) Thenetradicalm inthelogographs罪 'crime;guilt,fault;

(75)Cf･theZuozhuan左侍 (昭公 26,Legge718)･Thekingcou,ldcarryout天之罰
'heaven'spunishments',(Shujing7/3,Karlgren18)‥"今予惟恭行天之罰NowI(fur-
nlShandpractice-)executeHeaven'spunishment."
(76)HouHanshu後漢書 (光武紀賛)says:"神族乃顧遊行天討thegodsthenfavored

usbymetlngOutheaven'spunishment."
(77)天刑病'heavenlypenaltysickness'isanoldnamefor療病'leprosy'.Thereisa

contrastbetweenxing刑'punishment(formoreseriouscrimes)一andfa'罰 'fine(for

lessseriousoffenses).TheShujing(e.g.,47/15,Legge602)mentionstheww'ng
五刑 'fivepunlShments'‥黒 'brandlngtheforehead',劃 'cuttingoffthenose',別
cuttingoffthefeet',宮 'Castration',and大伴(variouskindsof)'execution'･,and(47/

18,Legge605)incaseswhenthereisdoubtoverguilt,thewiLfb五罰 'fivefines':
ranglngfrom600to6000Ouncesofcopper.
(78) TheZhuangzi荘子 (5/31,Graham79)asks:"天刑之安可解Whenheavendoes

thepunishing,howcanthey‖ettersandhandcuffs)beshakenoff?"

(79)ThereceivedShujingtext(13/2,Legge193)doesnothavethisquote,butdoes

use岡for'mo'insaying."岡有天災therewerenocalamitiesfromHeaven.
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sin;evil'and罰 'punish;fine'emphasizestheefficiencyofChineselaws,and

impliesthatwrongdoerswillbeentrapped.(81) Abooktitlewiththesetwo

charactersillustratesthegraphiceffectof【可 ';lnCOmParisonwiththeRus-

sianJIpecTyrmeHZ4eaHaHaaaHHeandEnglishCrimeandPunishmenttitles,the

chinese罪根罰 andJapanese罪と罰haveanobviousvisualadvantage.

Second,"heaven'snet"hasaffected Chineselexicalstructures.In

MSC,tianwang天網 "heaven'snet"isanaphoristicmetaphor,andiselabo-

ratedintowords(§4･1,e.g.網漏,網疏 ,and網密)describing'lax'or'strict'

legalstandards･Amongthesynonymsof"heaven'snet"(§4.2),thereare

more"heavens"(天罰,天刑,天課,and天討)than"nets"(法網,and天羅).

NotonlytheChineselexicon,butalsothoseofKoreanandJapanese

have"heaven'snets." InJapanese,tenm̂o天網 inlistedismostdictionaries,

butitisrelativelyunknownbyyoungerpeople. Tenbatsu天罰 'heavenly

punishment'isacommonword,andJapanesedistinguishestwopronuncia-

tionsfor罰 batsu'punishment,penalty'andbachi'divinepunishment;retribu-

tion;curse,.(82)

Third,"heaven'snet"hasparalinguistic connectionswith Chinese

beliefs.Metaphorfigureslanguage,andcandeterminemodesofthinking.

LakoffandJohnson(1980)Cogentlydemonstratehowhumanthoughtpro-

(80)BenjaminWhorf(1945)distinguishesovertandcovertlingulSticcategoriesaS

"phenotypes"and"Crypotypes,"inadditionto"selective"and"modulus"CategorleS.

Forexample,theEnglishnounpluralsuffix-Sisanovertselection,whiletheplu-

ralcontrastbetween"fisherman'sflSh"(pluralizedwithout-S,C.g.,trout,salmon)

and"low-gradefish"(e.g.,sharks,eels)isacovertmodulus.

(81)Someother"legallSticnet"charactersare苦'net;gullt(～季)I,罵'curse,revile',

誉'curse,revile,defame',and網 'guidingropeofanet;regulator,rule,law'.

由2)Espinbachigaataru罰が当る'bepunished(bygod)'.BachlCanrefertomisfor-

tunessufferedbydescendantsofawrongdoer.Mostkanji#ShavebothSinoI

Japanese(音読み)andnativeJapanese(訓読み)pronunciations;forexample,罪

gu11t;sin,blame'hasbothaSinoIJapanesezai(< 事d2,Wa功andaJapanesetsumi

pronunciation･But罰onlyhasSinoIJapanesebatsuandbachi(<堅 wat)A
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cesses,conceptualsystems,andunderstandingarelargelymetaphorical･

JulianJaynesusesthunderstormsasanexample.Manyancientpeoples

mythologicallybelievedthundertobetheroaringorfightingofthegods(e･

g.,ThororRerknn),(83) whilemostpeopletoday"scientifically"believe

thundertobecausedbyelectricaldischargesandvacuums.But,asJaynes

Says:

NoneofthesereallyexistasweplCturethem.Ourimagesofthese

eventsofphysicsareasfarfrom theactualitya.sfightinggods.Yet

theyactasthemetaphorandtheyfeelfamiliarandsowesayweunder-

standthethunderstorm.(1976:52)

The "net"metaphorhas molded Chinese understanding ofheavenly

retributi(Jn.Wing-tsit°hanexplainsthat:

ThroughouthistorytheChinesepeoplehavehadastrongbeliefthat

gooddeedsbringgoodforture,andevildeeds,evilfortune-Theanal0-

gyofHeaven'snethasgreatlystrengthenedthisbeliefandhasgiven

theChineseavividimagetosupportit･Boththebeliefandtheimage

haveformedthebasisofpopular〈Daoistheligioustreatisessuchasthe

(TaishangGanyingP2'an太上感鷹尉 (TractoftheMostExaltedOneon

lnfluenceandResponse)･(84) (1963:228)

天網 "heaven'snet"wascoinedbecausetheZhoubelievedthat天 'heaven;

god'punishedevildoers,itwaselaboratedinChineselanguageandlitera-

ture,andsubsequentlystrengthenedtheChinesebeliefinheavenlycontrol.

Divineretributioncanberepresentedinvariousways.Thelndians

conceptualizeditasKarma,theGreekspersonifieditasNemesis,andthe

63)Japanesehaskaminari雷 'thunder'<kami神 'god;spirit'andnari鳴 り'roar'･
Thesamephoneticshm < 'Ŝlven申'lSfoundindibn･<暮dien電'llghtning'andshbn
< 豆l-en神god;spirit' Cf.tian<'t'ien天'heaven;god'andzhkn<'?A"n震 'thun-
der;fear;becomepregnant
64)TranslatedbySuzukiandCarus(1906)･
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Chinesemetaphorizeditas網 'net'. Thefigurativeuseof"net"for'heaven-

1ypunishment'isnotalingulSticuniversal,butithasauniversalappeal.

Forexample,thePsalms(141:9-10)

Keepmefromthesnareswhichtheyhavelaidforme,

andthegュnsOftheworkersofinlqulty.

Letthewickedfallintotheirownnets,

whilstthatiwithalescape.

"Heaven'snet"exemplifiesthe"network"betweenthought,cultureandlan-▼

guage･
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