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Chinese"Face"inJapaneseandEnglish

(Part1)

MichaelCarr

Chinese"face"meaning p̀restige;honor;pride;status;dignity'

isagloballypervasiveloanword.Thispapercomparesthetwenty-five,

twelve,andonecenturyhistoriesof"face;prestige"lexicalizationsin

Chinese,Japanese,andEnglish;surveysotherlanguages,anddiscusses

thesociolinguisticuniversalityof"face."1

1NTRODUCTJON

Theterm"face"keepscropplnguplnOurCOnVerSation,anditseemssucha
simpleexpressionthatIdoubtwhe也ermanypeoplegiveitmuchthought.
Recently,however,Wehaveheardthiswordonthelipsofforeignerstoo,whoseem
tobestudyingit.Theyfinditextremelyhardtounderstand,butbelievethat
"face"isthekeytotheChinesespiritandthatgraspingitwillbelikegrabbinga
queuetwenty-fouryearsago[whenwearingqueueswascompulsory]-everything
elsewillfollow.(LuXun,[1934]1959:129)

"Face"hasbeenanalyzedfromdiversedisciplines-sinology(Mac-

gowan1912,Lu1934),anthropology(Hu1944),sociolinguistics(Yang

1.Thisisarevisedversionofapaperpreparedforthe34thInternational
ConferenceofOrientalistsinJapan,Tokyo,May19-20,1989.Theauthor's
sincereappreciationgoesthefollowlngfriendswhomadesuggestions:Yukie
Aihara,LewBallard,JerzyBa丘czerowski,BobBauer,PaulBenedict,Gerald
Cohen,BrunoDuBois,LotharYonFalkenhausen,PamelaGagliani,Jack
Halpern,MatthewHanley,HisanoriKimira,AdrienneLehrer,PeterRichter,
andlsaoShimomura.
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1945),sociology(Stover1962,Ho1974,1975),psychology(Goffman1955,

Chu1983,Bond1991),literarypsychology(Eberhard1967),communicative

politeness(BrownandLevinson1978),psycholinguistics(Huang1985),

theoreticalsemantics(Allen1986),andcomparativepolitics(Pharr1989).

However,"face"hasneverbeenthoroughlyinvestigatedasalinguistic

borrowing.Consideringthesemulti-disciplinary"face"analyses,the

focusofthepresentstudyislexicological,comparingdevelopmentsof

f̀ace;prestige'collocationsinChinese,Japanese,andEnglish.2

Forthesakeofbrevity,thefollowlngdiscussionislimitedto

citationformsof"face"wordsorcollocationsdefinedindictionaries;in

Englishforexample,loseface,saveface,save-face,face-saving,andface-

saverarediscussed,butnon-dictionaryexpressionssuchasgainfaceare

not."Face"lexemesarepresentedinchronologicalorder,citingthe

historicalterminus,whenknown,foreachword.3 0nlytheoldestusages

ofChineseandJapanese"face"1exemesaretranslated,whileothersare

simplycitedbysourcedateandoriginaltitle.TheinitialsC,∫,E,and0

designateChinese,Japanese,English,andotherlanguagesinenumerating

2.Notethefollowingabbreviationsandconventions:～ -alternateforms,
"coll."-colloquialorslangusage,and"lit."-literary,poetic,elegant,or
archaicusage.Doublequotationmarksareusedforliteralmeaningsand
singlequotationmarksforsemanticmeanings;e.g.,liaynseL股色 "facecolor"
c̀omplexion;countenance'.ModernChineseisromanizedinthePinyin
systemandJapaneseintheHepburnsystem.Karlgren'S(1957)reconstruc-
tionsarecitedforArchaicandAncientChinese.Sincemostdatesarefrom
theCurrentEra,C.E.～A.D.isomitted.
3.I)atesofearliestrecordedusagesarecitedfromtheDaiKan-Wajiten*#
和辞典 (1960)andZhongwendacidian中文大辞典 (1980)forChinese,theNihon
kokugodaijiten日本国語大辞典 (1976)forJapanese,andTheOxfordEnglish
Dictionary(2nded.,1989)forEnglish.
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lexicalitems;e.g.,Clmiatn面,C2mtaLnnetn面赦.Semanticglossesare

abbreviatedtowardscoremeanings,butanywordglossedas̀honor'also

effectivelymeans,orcanbetranslated,̀prestige',̀dignity',etc.

ThefirstsectioninvestigatesSinitic̀face;prestige;honor'words

miaLn面,ya'n顔,andliayn腺.TheChineselexiconextended"face"

metaphoricallyintonumeroustermsforits"loss;lack":e.gリC66butyaLo

liayn不要腺 "notwantface"̀selfishlyinconsiderate'orC56ya'nmiaLnsaYodlt

顔面掃地 "sweep(someone'S)faceinthedirt" t̀othoroughlydiscredit'.

TheseconddiscussesJapanesemen面,tsuya面,omo(te)面,andkao

顔 f̀ace;prestige'words.BesidesdirectlyborrowingChinese"face"

terms(e.g.,J24tetsumenpi鉄面皮 <C12tieymiatnpl'鉄面皮=ironfaceskin"

b̀razen;shameless'),Japaneseinventedexpressionsemphasizing=saving

/gaining"ratherthan"losingface"(e.g.,J85kaoouru顔を売る "sell

face"̀becomepopular;gaininfluenceり.

SectionthreeexaminesthecomparativelyrecentEnglish f̀ace;

prestige'terms.TheloantranslationElloseface<C62diu-liayn裏腹

'loseface'resultedincoiningtheantonymousE2savefaceanditsderiva-

tions(e.g.,E4face-saving).AlmostallEnglishtermsderivedfrom

Chineseareloanwords(e.g.,kowtou)<k6utoJu叩頭 "knockhead"),afew
arecalques(b71ainu)ashing<xlynayO洗脳 "washbrain"),butfacemeaning

p̀restige;respect;dignity'isaunlqueSemanticloantranslation.

Thefourthsurveys"face;countenance"> p̀restige;honor'bor-

rowingsandinnovationsinOrientalandOccidentallanguages,makes

somegeneralconclusionsaboutwhyf̀ace'> p̀restige'polysemylSan
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"invisible"borrowing,andconsidersfaceasalinguisticuniversal.Last-

ly,Somesuggestionsaremadeforfutureresearch.

1 F̀ACE;PRESTJGE'lNCHJNESE

InterestingastheChinesephysiologicalfaceis,thepsychologicalfacemakes
astillmorefascinatingstudy.Itisnotafacethatcanbewashedorshaved,but
afacethatcanbe"granted"and"lost"and"foughtfor"and"presentedasagift."
HerewearriveatthemostcuriouspointofChinesesocialpsychology.Abstract
andintangible,itisyetthemostdelicatestandardbywhichChinesesocialinter-
courseisregulated.(LinYu-Tang,1935:199-200)

Chinesef̀ace;countenance'Wordsmiatn面 §1.1,yaJn顔 §1.2,and

liavn股 §1.3weresemanticallyextendedintoatleastninety-eightcolloca-

tionsforp̀restige;honor;repution';4usuallylexicalizedincompounds

(e.g.,C5miaLnmut面目Hfaceandeyes"f̀ace').

1.1 MJはn面

MiaLn<mia'n-<*mian面 istheprimaryChinesef̀ace'word,

datingbacktoShangdynasty(?16th-llthcents.B.C.E.)oracleinscrip-

tions(e.g.,@)whereitpicturedafacewithan目 èye'.Thispolysemous

miatn面 1exemecanmean･.̀face,countenance.,toface/fronton;sur-

face,top;facetoface,inperson;outside;top/rightside;(mathemati-

cal)plane;breadth;overallarea;side,aspect;extent,range;position,

direction;anumerative',and:

Cl miaLn面 "face"p̀restige;reputation;honor'[cf.Jl]

C2 miatnyovuna'nset面有難色 "facehasdifficultcolor"̀lookembar-

4.Hu'S(1944)seminalstudy0fChinese"face"liststwenty-fiveexpressions;
fiveforliaynandtwenty[heenumeratestwenty10ne,butthereisno"7"1944:
56]formiaLnzi.
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rassed;be/appearreluctant'[cf.C46]

C3 miatnnetn面赦 "facedelicate"̀timid;sensitive'[cf.C58]

C4 miaLnshdngu)uJgua-ng面上無光 =facewithoutlight"l̀oss/lack

ofprestige'[cf.C82仁

Chineseusesthesemiatn面 expressionsCト4lesscommonlythanmiaLn

compoundsbelowmeaning̀prestige':miaLnmut面目C5-7,m軸 3'面皮C8-

12,miatnzi面子 C13-34,ttmian体面 C35-41,andql-ngmian情面 C42-46.

Miatnmii面目 "face[and]eye[S]" f̀ace;countenance;appear-

ance;aspect'istheoldestChinesewordforfigurative"face." Inmod-

ernusage,miaLnmut面目 moreoftenmeans àppearance;look'(e.g.,

miaLnmutyl-xl-n面目一新 c̀ompletelynewlook')thaǹshame;dishonor'in:

C5 miatnmil 面目 "face" r̀espect;socialstanding;prestige,

honor;senseofshame'(?600B.C.E.詩経)[cf.J5]

C6 uJu'miaLnmiZjidtweJn無面目見入 "withoutfacetoseepeople"

v̀eryashamed'[cf.C49]

C7 kiiiwuJmiatnmuyjiaLnre'n悦無面目見入"ashamedwithoutfaceto

seepeople"̀tooashamedtofaceanyone'.

Hu(1944･.53)citestheGuanzi管子"WritingsofMasterGuan"-tradition-

allyattributedtoGuamZhong管仲 (d.645B.C.E.),but(rung1937:417)

"obviouslymuchlater,possiblythirdcentury"B.C.E.-asthefirstusageof

miatnmut面目meaningp̀restige'.DukeXuan桓公 ofQi(685-643B.C.E.)

regretsbreakingadeathbedpromisetohisprimeministerGuamZhong,

andsays:

Ifthedeadhavenoconsciousness,itwillbeallright.Butifthey

shouldhaveconsciousness,[吾何面目以見仲父於地下]what[miatn-

mulwouldlhavetosee[Guanzi]undertheground?(国学基本 ed.

2/41,tr.Huibid.)
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ThisallegedlyfirstmiatnmuL面目 s̀hameless'contextcloselyresembles

twopassagesin3rdcent.B.C.E.histories.IntheGuoyu国語 "Discourses

oftheStates"(四部叢刊 ed.19/18a;cf.rewordingin20/5a),KingFuchai

夫差王 ofWu(r.495-473B.C.E.)saysalmostexactlythesamethingas

Xuan:"吾何面目以見貞也 Howcanlhavethefacetoseemyofficials?"

IntheZhanguoci戦国策 "RecordsoftheWarringStates"(四部叢刊 ed.3

/82a),KingZheng政王 ofQin(i,e.,thefirstQindynastyemperor,259-210

B.C.E.)asksaconfessedembezzler有何面目復見募入 (C一ump1979:145)

"Thenhow couldyoubesoshamelessastohaveaudiencewithme

again?"

TheGuanzi面目mayhavecopiedthis"face"1inefromtheGuoyu

orZhanguoci,butbothwereprecededbyseveralcenturiesina(?loth-7th

cents.B.C.E.)Shzjing詩経 "BookofPoetry/Odes"(199/8)miaLnmuL面目

usageambivalentlymeaningf̀acialappearance',̀ashamed',orùnasha-

med'.Thisunresolvedambiguityisowingtoacontextwiththeself-

antonymoustiayn観 àshamed;unashamed'5intheline"有観面目have

(?un)ashamedmiatnmu"'where観 isinterpretable(YuanandTang1981:

312)asan漸塊 àshamed'[cf.C7]ora狂滑 c̀unning'demeanor.Kar1-

grenover-literallytranslatesbysplittinglinguisticatoms(e.g.,面目 f̀ace'

intoHcountenanceandeyes"):

Ifyouwereaspectreorademon,youcouldnotbecaughtholdof;

[有観面目]butsinceyouasanormalfacehaveacountenanceand

eyesJregardyou,theman,as(havingnolimit:)actingrecklessly.

(1950:150;cf.1964,no.614)

5.Cf.tiavnya'n観顔 S̀hamefaced',miatntiayn面観 b̀lush',tidnliayn観腺 s̀hame1
1ess',andiiavnkaLnliayn観看膝 b̀razenitout'.
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Mostcommentatorsaccepttheinterpretationoftiayn観 asanideograph

signifying面 f̀ace'+ 見 s̀ee'> h̀avingavisibleface',6butthatis

semanticallydubious,ifnotpleonastic,incontextwith面 f̀ace',This

oldestrecordedmiaLnmuL面目makesbettercontextualsenseasb̀razen-

faced'(modifiedby観 ?̀cunning'),muchlikeanotherShl'jingode(§1.2)

using顔之厚 "faciallythick"todenoteùnashamed'.7

MiaLnpt面皮 meansHfacialskin"literally(e.gリmiatnptzh6u面皮敏

ẁrinkledface')or̀shame'figurativelyin:

C8miatnpt面皮 "faceskin"̀senseofshame/honor'(西京雑記)[cf.

J22]

C9 b0-miatnpl'剥面皮 "peelfaceskin"8t̀oshame;tohumiliate'

(?360語林)[cf.J27]

C1O miatnPth6u面皮厚 "faceskinthick"t̀hick-skinned;shame-

1ess;brazen'(620南史)

C1l miaLnptbaJo面皮薄 "faceskinthin"t̀hin-skinned;diffident;

sensitivetoshame'[cf.C96]

6.日isusedinafewideographs,e.g.,看一手 h̀and'over目 èye'-forkaLns̀ee;
lookat;watch'§1.4.,and相-木 t̀ree'and目 èyeLforxiaLng l̀ookat;
appraise'.
7.Theearliestdictionarydefinitionsoftiayn観circularlyrefertotheShzjing.
The(?3rdcent.B.C.E.)E7ya爾雅 (2/255)defines観ashuaJ括 (writtenwith女
ẁoman'and舌 t̀ongue')̀?unashamed',a"dictionaryword"withoutany
textualusages,butdefinedinthe(?200)Fangyan方言(2/37,10/3)asasouthern
Chinesewordfor滑 m̀ischievous,cunning'.Thereceivedtextofthe(ca.100)
Shuowen説文 (9/15a)definestiayn観as面見 s̀eefacetoface'and(12/16b)hua'
括 as面醜 ùglyface'.However,manycommentatorsdiscounttheseas
miscopies,agreeingwithKongYingda(574-648)whoquotestheseShuowen
definitionsas面見入 s̀eeapersonfacetoface'and面観 (̀?un)ashamedface'.
8.Cf.C9withboIPl'"peeltheskin"剥皮 t̀oskin;toextort'andEnglishto
jleece.
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C12 tieymiatnpt鉄面皮"ironfaceskin"̀brazen;shameless'(?960北

夢墳言)[cf.J25].

TheoldesttermcouldbeC8orC9.TheformerC8面皮 isfoundinthe

Xzjingzaji西京雑記 "MiscellaneousRecordsoftheWesternCapital,"a

textofuncertaindatecontainingHameraanecdotes,attributedtoLiuXin

劉歌(?53B.C.E.-C.E.23),editedbyGeHong葛洪 (284-363)andWuJun呉

均 (469-520).Inastory(抱経堂 ed.下3a)setduringthe32-5B.C.E.reign

ofEmperorCheng成帝,CaoYuanli曹元埋 discoveredaratinthe

granary,andangrilytoldhisfriendChenGuanghan陳虞漢 whowas

responsible,"Notknowingratsweredestroyingthericecannotbe

comparedtobeingshamed." ThelatterC9剥面皮firstoccursinPeiQi'S

襲啓 (fl.362)Yulin語林 "ForestofSayings";JiaChong賓充 (217-282)

asked"Whywouldyouskinsomeone'S̀face'?"andSunHao孫嬉answer-

ed"Becauseofhatinghis/her[顔之厚 cf.C50]shamelessness."9

MiaLnzi面子 (withthecommonencliticIZi)f̀ace;outside;sur-

face;(garment)facing;veneer;appearance'isusedinthefollowing

phrasesregardingf̀ace;prestige':

C13 miatnzi面子 "face" c̀haracter;reputation;self-respect;

prestige,honor;socialstanding'(1060唐書)[cf.J29]

C14 g虎miaLnzi顧面子 "considerface"b̀econcernedaboutpres-

tige'[cf.C54]

C15 jiayngT'iumiaLnzi講究面子 "Stressface"b̀eparticularabout

prestige'[cf.C41]

9.The(ca.290)Sanguozhi三国志"TaleofThreeKingdoms"biographyofSun
Haohasamoreliteralsense:"或剥人之面或聖人之眼 orpeelsomeone'sface,
orchiseloutsomeone'seyes."
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C16 ze-ng7'ia-midnzi増加面子 "increaseface"g̀ainprestige'(esp.

throughcharity,etc.)

C17 zhe-ngmiatnzi争面子 "struggleforface"̀trytogainprestige

/status(oversomeone);"keepingupwiththeJones"∫

C18 geyimiatnzi給面子 "giveface[esp.withpraise]" s̀how

respect(forsomeone'sfeelings)'

C19 liu'miatnzi留面子 =1eaveface" g̀ive/grant(someone)a

chancetoregainlosthonor'10

C20 fu-ya'nmiatnzi敷言面子 "padding[with]Wordsface"s̀how

deference'

C21 kaLnuJoYdemiatnzi看我的面子 "lookatmyface"d̀o(some-

thing)asafavorforme'

C22 jieLm6umoyuretndemiatnzi借某某人的面子 "borrowsomeone's

face"̀takeadvantage(ofanacquaintance)'

C23 tu0-moyum6uretndemiaLnzi託某某人的面子 "requestsomeone's

face"̀askafavor(ofsomeone)∫

C24 bayoqudnmiaLnzi保全面子 "preserveintactface"m̀aintain/

upholdhonor'

C25 yaomidnzi要面子 "wantface"̀eagertogainreputation'

C26 zhiianmiatnzi韓面子 "turn/Changeface"r̀estorelostpres-

tige'

C27 aタmiatnzi愛面子 "loveface"̀(overly)concernedabouthonor'

C28 yovumiatnzi有面子 "haveface"̀esteemed;honored;respect-

ed'

10.Inexplanationofliiimianzi;aChinese"doesnotcrushanopponentin
publicargument,leavinghimwithnothingtosaylookingverymuchofa
fool,"Bloodworth(1967:301)says,"Heiscontenttoletthemanknowthat
hecoulddothisifhechose."
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C29 me'tyoyumiatnzi没有面子 =nothaveface"̀lackprestige;not

wellknown'

C30 me'imiaLnzi没面子"not[have]face"coll. ǹotwellknown;

lackprestige'

C31 shl-miaLnzi失面子 =loseface"̀loseprestige/honor'[cf.J32]

C32 diu-miaLnzi去面子 "loseface"̀loseprestige/honor'

C33 miaLnzishLingbuthdyokatn面子上不好看 "facenotlookgood"

l̀osehonor/respect'll

C34 st-96miaLnzi漸破面子 "tearupface" ùnconcernedabout

honor'[cf.C75].

C13miatnzifirstoccursintheTangshu唐書 "Tang[dynasty]History"

(185,cf.C53);ZhangJun'S張清(d.904)biographytellshowhewantedto

violateadirectcommandbyprematurelyattackingarebellion.Yang

Fugong楊復恭 asks"Whywouldyouon[punning一面 òneface']one

sidedisobeyorders? Doyouwanttomake[(cf.C71)面子] f̀ace'?"

Zhangquips,"Aftertherebelsarecontrolled,then[my]facewillbe

seen." C25yatomiaLnzi要面子 specifiesostentatiouslytryingto"gain

face,"andissemanticallyclosetoEnglishsaveface§3.3.The面子

collocationsC28andC29withyoyu有 h̀ave',e.g.,u)Omeny6umiatnzi我m

有面子 "Wehaveface"̀wehonor/respecteachother',bespeaktherecip-

rocalityof"face"(Ho1975:873-4,Huang1985:71).

77miatn体面 "bodyface,"affixedwithtly体 ～ 髄 b̀ody;shape;

form;substance;content;style;system',meansf̀ace;goodlooking;

elegant;literaryform/style[-tlyCa-i体裁]',andh̀onor'in:

ll.C33especiallyreferstolossofrespectorprestigeduetoneglectingaminor
socialconvention.
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C35 tlymiaLn体面"face"̀prestige;dignity;honor;honorable'[cf.

J35]

C36 shzJttmiatn失体面 "loseface"b̀edisgraced;loseprestige'

(?1400水深博)

C37y6ushttlvmiatn有失体面"havelossofface"̀loseprestige;lose
honor'

C38 bu7zymiatnde不体面的 "notfacial"̀disgraceful;disreputable'

C39 we'ichl'tlymiatn維持体面 "maintain/preserveface" k̀eepup

appearances'[cf.J39]

C40 zhua-ngtlymiatn赦/装体面 "dressupface"̀pretendtobewell

off'

C41 jiayng7-iutzvmiaLn講究体面 "Stressface"̀concernedwithhonor'

[cf.C15].

C36OccursintheearlyChinesenovelShuihuzhuan水薪停 "Taleofthe

Marshes"(41)whichportraystherebelSongJiang宋江 (fl.110ト1120)as

"tremblingandfearful,lesthewouldloseface."Hoexplainsttmiatn体面

aS:

Anaspectoffacewhichappliesespeciallytomenofsocialpromi-

nenceisknownasltlvmiatn],anexpressionwithoutanexactequiva-

1entinEnglish.[77miatn]isthesocialfront,theostensibledisplay

ofone'ssocialstandingtothepublic.Itisbothaprerogativeand

animplicitobligationforthesociallyprominenttobeparticular

aboutltzymiaLn],i.e.,to[(C41)jiayngjiutlymiatn].(1974:241)

Ql'ngmiatn情面 "feelingsface",12 withql'ng情 èxpressiveface;

12.Cf.thereversemiaLnqtng面情 ìntercourse;friendship'andmiaLnziqtngr面
子情ル s̀uperficialfriendliness'.
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feelings;sentiment;love;favor;kindness;situation;condition',

means̀feelings;kindness;sensibilities'orinterpersonal"face"in:

C42 qtngmiat射背面 "face"̀prestige;favor;kindness;partiality

(outofrespectforsomeone)'(1694福恵全書)

C43 liliql'ngmiatn留情面 "leaveface"̀spare(someone'S)feelings'

[cf.C19]

C44 biijiangql'ngmiatn不講情面 "notstressface"s̀pare(some-

one'S)feelings'

C45 bdyuatnql'ngmiaLn不願情面 "notdesireface"̀havenoconsid-

erationforprestige'

C46 qtngmiaLnna'nquet情面難即 "facedifficulttodecline"̀hardto

refuse(somerequest)becauseoffriendship'[cf.C2].

QtngmiaLnisacomparativelymodernmidn p̀restige'compound,first

recordedthreecenturiesagointheFuhuiquanshu福恵全書 "Complete

BookofBlessings"(銭穀部):"And[破]smashtopiecesscholarlỳface'."

This♪∂破 b̀reak,broken;cleave;defeat;expose'hasananalogous

"break[face]"meaninginC34S砂6miaLnzi漸破面子 andC75sl-poleliayn

噺破了除,butithasadifferentsense-likeEnglishbreakup-inp6ydn破顔

Hbreakface"̀breakintoasmile'.

TheabovemiaLn p̀restige'meaningsofmiaLnmii面目,miaLnpl'面皮,

miatnzi面子,tzymiaLn 体面,andqlJngmiatn 情面 revealameasurable,

quantifiableconceptof"face."Husaysmiahn:

canbeborrowed,struggledfor,addedto,padded,-alltermsin-

dicatingagradualincreaseinvolume.Itisbuiltupthroughinitial

highposition,wealth,power,ability,throughcleverlyestablishing

socialtiestoanumberofprominentpeople,aswellasthrough

avoidanceofactsthatwouldcauseunfavorablecomment.(1944:
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61)

Incontrast,ya'n顔 andliavn腺 belowarelessquantifiable.

1.2 Y貞n顔

YTa'n<ngan<*ngan顔 f̀ace',whichfirstappearedon(llth-7th

cents.B.C.E.)WesternZhoudynastybronzeinscriptions(e.g,奄),has

meaningsof'face;(esp.)forehead;13countenance;prestige;color,dye;

asurname'. YaJnmeansf̀ace;prestige'uncompoundedinC47-490r

compoundedinya'nh6u顔厚 C50152andya'nmiatn顔面 C53-C56.

C47ya'n# "face"'prestige;reputation;honor'

C48diu-ya'n去顔 "loseface"̀loseprestige'

C49uJu'ya'njiaLwe'n無顔見人 "withoutfacetoseepeople" t̀oo

ashamedtoappearinpublic'[cf.C6]

Asemanticconnectionexistsbetween f̀acialmakeup'and c̀olor',cf.

Englishputonone'sfacèapplymakeup'.Forexample,ya'nset顔色"face

color"canmean'facialexpression'or'hue,color'(cf.colt.ya'nshaiB

色 p̀igment;dyestuff').ⅠndiscussingChinese s̀ex'terms,Eberhard

notesya'na:

WhichinclassicalChineseisthewordoftenusedtoexpress"loss

offace,"hasinadditiontothemainmeaningof"face"alsothe

connotationof"color"and,derivedfrom thisconnotation,the

secondconnotation,"sex." Thesecondwordforsex,[set色],also

hasthebasicmeaningof"color." BothWOrdsclearlyreferto

13.This顔 f̀ace'meaningseemstohaveoriginallyspecifiedthèbrow;fore-
head'.TheShuou)en(9A/1)defines顔 as眉目之間 s̀pacebetweentheeye･
browsandeyes;?eyelids',butthisiscorrectedbycommentatorsto眉之間
s̀pacebetweentheeyebrows'.TheFangyan方言 (10/34)defines顔 asa
southernChinesedialectaltermfor額 f̀orehead'.
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impressionsoftheeye.(1967:12)

Comparethe色 "colors"inC2andJ81withthecollocationmiaLnb勿ayiseL

面不改色 "facedoesnotchangecolor"̀remaincalm;withoutbattingan

eyelid'.

Ya'nh6u顔厚 Hfacethick"t̀hick-skinned;countenance'islexical-

izedin:

C50 ya'nh6u#FS"facethick"'thick-skinned;brazen;impudent,

shameless;dishonorable'(?600B.C.E.詩経)

C51 h6uya'nFS# "thickface"'thick-skinned;shameless;brazen'

(?200B.C.E.有子)[cf.J67]

C52 ya'njiay顔甲 "faceshell/armor"̀thick-skinned;brazen'(?950

開元天質通事).

Ya'nhbLu顔厚 originatedintheancientShzjing(cf.C5)phrase顔之厚奏

(withthepossessive/attributiveparticle之)"oh!thick-faced"> s̀hame-

1ess':(198/5,tr.Karlgren1950:148)"theartfulwords[ofslanderers]

arelikeareed-organ;that(is-)showsthethicknessoftheirface(their

shamelessness)."14

Ya'nmiaLn顔面 isa"faceface"synonym-compoundmeaningliteral

f̀ace'(e.g.,ya'nmiaLnshe'njlTng顔面神経 f̀acialnerve'),̀countenance',or

14.ThereverseC51h6uya'n顔厚 s̀hameless'firstappearsinthe(?3rdcent.
RC,E.)Xunzi有子 (Harvard-Yenchinged.21/16,Dubs1928:278)warning
thatwrong-mindedpeoplewill"beshamelessandallowoutrageousacts."A
(4thcent.)forgedsectionoftheShuj'ing書経(8/9)says"顔厚有恒慢thickfaces
areblushing."Apoem(北山移文)byKongZhigui(447-501)criticizesa"厚顔
無恥 thick(skinned)facewithoutshame,"andthisbecameaclassicalphrase
for̀impudent;shameless'.
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figurative…face"in:

C53 yaJnmiatn顔面 "face"̀honor;prestige'

C54 g22qua'nya'nmiaLn顧全顔面 Hconsiderthewholeface'‥spare

(someone'S)feelings'

C55 savota-deya'nmiaLn掃他的顔面 "sweephis/herface" ìnsult

(someone)'

C56 ya'nmiatnsayodlt顔面掃地 "facesweepdirt"t̀horough1ydis-

credit(someone)'lcf.J73].

Theinceptionofya'nmiaLn"face"meaningp̀restige'ishistoricallyuncer-

tain.C53meaningvisitors'̀faces'wasfirstrecordedintheTangshu唐

書 (132,cf.C13)biographyofLiuZhiji劉知幾 (661-721).C56usesthe

term sayodlt掃地 "sweep [inthe]dirt"meaning d̀rag(esp.honor,

creditability,etc.)inthedirt';CompareChinesemtngyuLsaYodlt名著掃地

"sweep(someone'S)reputationinthedirt"'totallydefame'withPor-

tuguese021fz'carcomacardnochh～o"have(one'S)faceontheground"̀be

embarrassedtodeath'.

Chineseusesya'nA lesscommonlyinexpressing'face;prestige'

thaneithermiaLn面 avoveorlian除below.

1.3 Liayn除

Liayn<lia'm腺 isthemostrecentChinesèface'word,andpeople

beganfigurativelyusingittomeanp̀restige'circa1400[seetheP.S.].

Citingthe(1716)Kangxizidian康照辞典,Hu(1944:45)erroneously

concludesthatliavn腺wasfirstusedduringtheYuandynasty(1277-1367).

However,h6ngliayn紅膝 "redface"̀blushingface'occursinapoem妾薄

命詩byLiangdynastyEmperorJianWen簡文帝(r.550-551)andC58liavn-

netn勝敗"delicateface"̀bashful'inonebyTangEmperorYuanZong玄
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Thebasicsensesofliayn膝 arèface;countenance;(to)front'(cf.

面 il,1t̀oface/front').Metaphoricalliavn"face,"denotingtheentirety

of̀prestige;reputation;character',islexicalizedinliaynshLitng股上C80-

88,liaynmiaLn臆面 C89-92,andliavnpl'腺皮 C93-98Compounds,andalonein

C57-79:

C57 liavn腺 "face"̀respect;character;reputation;prestige'

C58 liavnnetn勝敗 "facedelicate"b̀ashful;shy,timid;inexperi-

enced'(?750)lcf.C3]

C59 1iaynntayn腺軟 "facesoft/tender"k̀indhearted;sensitive(to

others);good-natured'

C60 1iaynyltng股硬 "facehard"̀hardhearted,ruthless;flinty'[cf.

C94]

C61 liavnh6u腹厚 Hfacethick"ìnsensitive;thick-skinned'16[cf.

J69]

C62 diu-liayn去勝 目loseface" l̀oseprestige;bedisgraced/dis-

honored'

C63 shl-lian失腺 "loseface'‥loseprestige;bedisgraced/dishonor-

ed'

C64 shL1-ngliayn傷腺 "injureface"̀discredit;shame'

C65 geyimoyum6ure'ndiu-liayn給某某人妻腺 "givesomeonelossof

face"̀dishonor;discredit'

15.紅勝alsomeans̀flushed(fromagitation)'or̀redface(signifyingheroicor
honestcharactersinBeijingopera)'.Liayn腺 f̀ace'collocationswerefre-
quentlyemployedbyTang(618-907)dynastypoets;e.gリYuanZhen元植(779-
831)usedhua-liavn花験 "flowerface"̀beautifu1visage'.
16.C61isexpandedintheidiom liavnh∂ubali-iet膝厚不挨餓 àthick-skinned
personneednotstarve'.
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C66 bii3,dolian不要腺 "notwantface"̀brazen;shameless;self-

ishlyinconsiderate'

C67 u)u'liayn無腺 "withoutface" lit. àudacious;shameless'[cf.

C68]

C68 me'l'y6u liayn 没有腺 "withoutface" àudacious;wanton;

shameless;disgraced'

C69 me'iliaynjiatnyle'n没腺見入 "withoutfacetoseepeople"t̀oo

ashamedtofaceanyone'[cf.C6]

C70 katn ta-deliayn看他的勝 "lookathis/herface"b̀egafavor
(fromsomeone)'

C71 zuo7iayn作股 "makeface"̀docreditto(oneself);succeed'
C72 zu6chiislyliayndeshlL倣出死腺的事 "dokillfacething"̀disgrace
(oneself);dosomethingdisgraceful'

C73 1iaynhdn膝竿 "faceseldom/rare"̀shameless'

C74 1iaynia7hayn腺大牢 =faceextremelyseldom/rare"t̀ooshame-

1ess;audacious'

C75 S砂07elidn 噺破了腺 "tornupface" ùnconcerned about

shame;notspare(someone'ssensibilities)'[cf.C34]

C76 zhi2anlidn韓腺 "turn/Changeface"̀tohonor;restorepres-

tige'[cf.C26]

C77 shayngliayn賞膝 "bestowface"̀tofavor(someonebygranting

arequest);give(someone)prestige'

C78 shdyngliaynclygua-ng業腹賜光 "bestowfacegranthonor"g̀ive

(someone)prestige'[cf.C4andC82]

C79 liayndat腺大 "facebig"̀influential;unabashed'[cf.C92]

C68m勿′oyuliayn没有腺 andC66bdyaLoliavn不要腺stronglyimplyh̀aving

noregardforreputation;unconcernedwithviolatingmorality'.Hu

(1944:5ト52)contrastsme'l'yoyuliavnas"themostseverecondemnation
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thatcanbemadeofaperson"andbuLyaLoliaynas,

aseriousaccusationmeaningthategodoesnotcarewhatsociety

thinksofhischaracter,thatheisreadytoobtainbenefitsfor

himselfindefianceofmoralstandards.

LiavnshLiLng股上 "on/in/abovetheface"istransferredtomean

h̀onor'intheseexpressionsspecifying̀unableto"face"doing(something

disgraceful)':

C80 1iaynshLiLng股上 "face"̀honor;respect'

C81 1iaynshLiLngm6buka-i膝上抹不開 "facecannotplaster[over]"

v̀eryashamed;mortified'

C82 1iaynshdnguJu'gua-ng膝上無光 =facewithoutlight"̀losepres-

tige;feelashamed'[cf.C4andC78]

C83 1iaynshLitngbuthdyokaLn股上不好看 "facenotlookgoodH̀shame-

ful;discreditable'[cf.C90]

C84 1iaynshdLngxiaLbula'i膝上下不釆 "facecannotcomedown"̀too

ashamed'

C85 xiatbula'iliayn 下不束膝 "cannotcome down face" t̀oo

ashamed'

C86 1iaynshdnggu6buq12股上過不去 "facecannotgothrough"̀un-

abletodo(somethingdisgraceful);tooashamed'

C87 1iaynshdngbutde'}'ztng膝上不得勤 "facenotgetstrength"t̀o

looksheepish,appearashamed'

C88 yua'nshdtngliayn囲上勝 "roundupface"d̀osomethingoutof

respect(forsomeone)'.17

17.NeitherC85(cf.C84,usingxiaL下 d̀own;below;descend',theantonymof
shdtng上 ùp;above;ascend',inxiatbula'i下不釆 c̀annot;willnot;feelem-
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Liaynmiayn臆面 "faceface"isasynonym-compound(cf.C53顔面

above)meaning f̀ace;countenance',e.g.,liaynmiaLn鬼 ua-ng 膜面蚤光

"faceemitslight"̀shiningcountenance';or̀reputation'in:

C89 1iaynmiatn膜面 "face"r̀eputation;prestige;influence;self-

respect'

C90 1iaynmiatnshdngbuLhayokdn臆面上不好着 日facenotlookgood"

s̀hameful;discreditable'

C91 kaLnwoYdeliaynmiatn看我的臆面 "lookatmyface"s̀howme

consideration'

C92 1iaynmiaLndaL膜面大 日facebig"h̀avinggreatinfluence'[cf.

C79].

Theaboveh'dnmiaLntermsvisuallydepict"face."

Liaynpタ脇皮 目facialskin"denotes̀sensitivitytoopinionsofothers',

comparablewithEnglishthick-/thin-skinned,inthesecollocations:

C93 1iaynpi'腺皮 "faceskin"̀sensitivity;compassion'

C94 1iaynpl'yltng膝皮硬 "faceskinhard"h̀ardhearted,ruthless;

uncompassionate'[cf.C60andC92]

C95 1iaynpIJh6u股皮厚 "faceskin thick" s̀hameless;brazen,'

defiantofpubliccensure'

C96 1iaynptba'o腺皮薄 "faceskinthin" d̀iffident;sensitiveto

criticism;bashful;easilyembarrassed'[cf.Cll]

C97 h6uliavnpt厚腺皮 "thickfaceskin"t̀hick-skinned;brazen;

cheeky'

C98 1iaynhLl-nPIJh6u腺慾皮厚 "facefoolishskinthick"̀shameless;

barrassed')norC88(withthereverse上勝)istechnicallyaliaynshatng膝上
collocation,buttheyaregroupedhereowingtOSemanticsimilarities.
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brazen'.

Chinese"thick-skinned"C95ismorecommonthan=thin-skinned"C96,as

seeninthenoun-phraseC97andthecoupletC98withhLin怒 f̀oolish;

silly;naive'(e.g.,hLi-nh6u慾厚 s̀impleandhonest')whichalso,like厚,

means̀thick'.

1.4 SUmmary

Overall,fourChineselexicalconstructionsl̀thick/thin',l̀ook',

h̀ave',and̀loseLrecurwiththèface'wordsmiatn面 §1.1,ya'n顔 与1.2,and

liayn股 §1.3.

First,Chineseantitheticallymodifiesallthree"face"wordswith

h6uJS 'thick;deep;great'andba'O- b6# 'thin;small;slight'to

describè(in)sensitivitytoprestige'. Theancientreversible"thickface"

termsC50顔厚 andC51厚顔 evolvedintothesynonymC61験厚 andthe

"thickfacialskin"lexemesCIO面皮厚,C95勝皮厚,andC97厚膜皮.

"Thinfacialskin,"incontrast,isexpressedwithCll面皮薄 andC96腺

皮薄.Ineverycase了 t̀hickfaced"means t̀hick-skinned;shameless;

brazen',and"thinfaced"̀thin-skinned;diffident;highlysensitive'.

Second,Owingtotheimportanceofthevisibleface,katn看 s̀ee;

look'meaning h̀aveconsiderationfor'andbuthdokaLn不好看 ǹotlook

good'describef̀ace'(cf.jiaLn見 s̀ee;appear'inC6,C7,andC49).You

canuseC21看我的面子,C70着他的腺,orC91看我的臆面 inaskingsome-

onetodoafavor;anduseC33面子上不好看,C83膝上不好看,orC90腺

面上不好看todescribèdiscreditable;shameful'behaviorwhich"doesnot

lookgoodontheface."
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Third,thereareseveralexpressionsforreciprocallyyovu有 h̀aving'

orme'Z'yoyu没有 ǹothaving'"face.""Havingface"wasfirstseeninthe

classicalShzjingandZhanguociquotes§1.1,andpeoplecurrentlyuse,for

instance,C28有面子 incollocationslikedaj'id-yoyumiaLnzi大家有面子

èverybodyhasmutualhonor'."Nothavingface"isanothermatter;

C29me'l'y6umiatnzi没有面子 (cf.itscolloquialC30没面子 variant)means

ǹotwellknown;lackingprestige';whileC68me'tj/6uliayn没有腺 isa

stronger̀wanton,shameless'insult.

Fourth,"losingface"canbeexpressedwiththecommoǹlose'verb

shl-夫andtherarerdiuL京(written- òne'over去 g̀o,'whichthe[?1610]

Z3'hui字桑graphicallyinterpretsas- ònce'somethingis去 g̀one',itis

l̀ost').Shz-失 l̀ose;miss;deviate'referstol̀osingface'inC13失面子,

C36失面体,C37有失面体,andC63失股 ;18whilediu-哀 l̀ose;getridof;

throwaway;putaside'isusedinthesalient̀loseface'C32芸面子 term,

aswellasC48去顔,C62去腺,andthecausativeC65給某某人裏腹.Three

otherdiu-expressionsarel̀oseface'synonyms:

diu-ch6u去醜 "loseugliness/shame" l̀osehonor;bedisgraced'

(?1700桃花扇),

diu-yleJn芸人 "loseperson"19̀loseface;bedisgraced',

diu-ta-dere'n去他的人 "losehis/herperson" p̀ut(someone)to

18.Cf."tosses"ofotherbody-parts:sh7-jiayo失脚～sh7-zll失足"losefoot/feet"
s̀lip;stumble',shtk6u矢口"losemouth"̀slipofthetongue',andshz-shovu失
手 "losehand"̀accidentallydrop'.SomesimilarEnglishexamplesaregiven
in§3.3.
19.Hu(1944:50)hypothesizesthisre'n人 p̀erson'standsforre'ngeJ人格
c̀haracter,moralquality;personality;dignity',butanotherpossibilitywould
bere/nE 'goodness,humanity;benevolence'.
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shame'.

Diu-choyu去醜 wasfirstrecordedintheplay桃花扇 "PeachBlossomFan"

byKongShangren孔尚任 (1648-1718).

Table1givesageneralsemanticoverview ofChinese"face"

lexicalizations,roughlydividedbetweennegative"lose"andpositive

"save"senses;butinChinese,thepositiveaspectismoreoftenexpressed

with"maintain,'gain,･increase"thanliterally"save"verbs.Somecol-

locationsaredifficulttoclassifyinthisbinaryopposition,e.g.,C46

qtngmiatnna'nquet情面難即.

Table1-ChineseSemanticDistribution

LEXEMES "LOSEFACE" "SAVEFACE"

miatn面 2 2

miaLnmut面目 2 1

miatnpt面皮 3 2

miatnzi面子 6 16

tlymiatn体面 3 4

ql'nmia勿情面 2 3

ya'n5 2 1

ya'nh6u顔厚 3 0
ya'nmiatn顔面 2 2

liayn腺 14 9

1iaynshLitng膝上 7 2

1iaynmiaLn膜面 1 3

1iaynpt腺皮 4 2

MostChinese"face"lexemesareequallylexicalizedinexpressing…lose"
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and"save." Theonlynotableexceptionsareapredominanceof"saving"

forC13-34miaLnziterms;and"losing"forC50-52yaLnh6u,C57-79liayn,

C80-881iaynshLitng.

RecentstudiesofChinese"face"(mostofwhichoverlookedya'n#

§1.2)haveprincipallyacceptedHuHsienChin'sdistinctionbetweena

person'smiatnzi面子 s̀ocialstatus'andliayn腺 m̀oralcharacter'.Hu

(1944:45)dichotomizedmiatnzias"areputationachievedthrough getting

oninlife,through successandostentation"versusliaynwhich:

representstheconfidenceofsocietyintheintegrityofego'smoral

character,thelossofwhichmakesitimpossibleforhimtofunction

properlywithinthecommunity.

HoqualifiedHu'S腺versus面子 differentiation:

althoughthedistinctionbetweenthetwosetsofcriteriaforjudging

face-basedonjudgmentsofcharacterand,broadly,oftheamoral

aspectsofsocialperfomance-isjustified,itcannotbeanchoredto

alinguisticdistinctionbetweenthetwoterms,[liayn]and[miaLnzi],

asproposedbyHu.However,Wemaycontinuetousetheseterms

inthesensesthatHuhasdefined.(1975:868)

OnthebasisofexperimentsshowingthatChinesehighschoolstudents

definedlossesofmiatnziandliayninterchangeably-whileuniversitystu-

dentsdistinguishedthem-Huangconcludedthat:

Succinctly,amongcollegesubjects,lossofmiaLnziismoredefinite-

1ytiedtofailuretomeasureuptoone'ssenseofself-esteemorto

whatisexpectedbyothers,wherle]aslossoflianiscloselytiedto

transgressionofsocialcodes.Hu'S(1944)fortyyearolddistinc-

tionbetweenthetwoChineseconceptsoffacesappearstostand

verywell,eventoday.(1987:73)
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ThevalidityofthismiaLnzi/liayndistinctionislingusticallyevidentinthe

ydo要 ẁant;desire'collocationsC25要面子 èagertogainreputation'

andC66不要臆 b̀razendisregardforhonor'.

Formorethentwenty-fivecenturies,theChineselexiconhasbeen

developingvarious"face"terminologies,particularly"losingface"syno-

nyms.ThisissimilartoJapanesein§2butdifferentfromEnglishin§3.

2 F̀ACE;PRESTIGE'lNJAPANESE

Abetterexample[thanplaying"footsie"],however,iswhatusedtohappen
inyobai,"nightcrawling,"acustomthatalas,hasnowbecometooold-fashionedfor
modernyouth.Theyoungmenwouldpresenthimselftohisbelovedonadark
night,hisheadswathedintowelstoconcealhisidentity.Inface,ofcourse,thegirl
usuallyknewwhoitwasthatwascomlngtOSeekherfavors.Butifshewishedto
refusehimshecoulddosowithouthislosingfacesincethatwashiddenandthe
fictioncouldbemaintainedthatshedidnotknowitwashethatshewasrefusing.
(HerbertPassim,1979:17)

Japanesehaseighty-ninef̀ace;prestige'terms(includingliterary

ones);afewlessthanChinesebutfarmorethanotherlanguages.The

Japaneselexiconimportedfigurative"face"anddevelopeditintoa

numberoflocutionsnotfoundinChinese.20

Inthefollowingdiscussion,onlyinfinitiveformsarelisted(witha

fewsalientexceptions,e.g.,J83andJ85),butJapaneseconjugationgener-

atesmyriadotherforms.Forinstance,kaootsubusu顔を潰す Hcrush

face"d̀ishonor'iscitedasJ79,butnotkaootsubusweru顔を潰される

20.JapaneseadoptedEnglishjTaceinnyu-feisuニューフェイス ǹewface[i.eリ
newcomer]',90-ka-feisuポーカーフェイス p̀okerface',andfeisu10fuフェイス
オフ f̀ace-off'.
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"causefacetobecrushed"̀causedishonor',kaootsubwanai顔を潰さな

い "notcrushface"̀notdishonor',etc.

TheChinesèface'Wordsmiatn面,ydn顔andliavn勝have(on-yomi

音読み)SinoJapanesepronunciationsfrom Middle/AncientChinese:

men<mia'n面,gun< ngan顔,andken<kid'm:～ lia'm:勝.Atthe

SiniticleveloftheJapaneselexicon,men面 §2.1isacommonlexeme

(e.gリmendo一面倒 "fallonface'‥difficulty;trouble'),gan顔 haslimited

usage(e.g.,ganmen顔面 f̀ace'<C53),whileken膝 israrelyused.At

thenativeJapaneselevel,面 and顔 havethree(hun-yomifJrr読み)read-

ings:面 forelegant/literaryomo(te)!2.2- colloquialtsuyla§2.3,and顔

forstandardkao§2A.

Kobayashi(1983)historicallyanalyzedJapanesef̀ace'wordsand

discoveredomote面tobetheoldest,firstrecordedduringtheseventhand

eighthcenturies.From theninthtofourteenthcenturies,thenobility

usedkao顔 forf̀ace'whilethecommonersusedtsura面.Uptothe

present,kaohasmeant'face'neutrallyandtsuracolloquially.21

2.1 Men面

Japanesemen<Clmiatn面 f̀ace;features;mask,face-guard;

surface;side;aspect;numerative(formirrors,inkstones,etc.)'meaning

h̀onor'islexicalizedalonein:

Jl men面 "face"̀honor;prestige'
J2 menonugu面を脱ぐ"removeface"s̀hame;dishonor'(1711

21.Thereismoderndialectalvariation(KokuritsuKokugoKenkydjo1969,no.
106)withf̀ace'beingcalledtsuyainTohoku,Kyushu,andOkinawa,while
normallycalledkaoelsewhere.
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冥途の飛脚)

J3 menokabuyu面を被る "Coverface"m̀ask;conceal/reveal

shame;dishonor'(1766本朝三国志)

J4 mennokawaohagu面の皮を剥ぐ"peelfaceskin"lit.̀shame;

humiliate'[cf.J27andJ64].

ChikamatsuMonzaemon'S近松門左衛門(1653-1724)ballad-dramaentitled

Meidonohikyaku冥途の飛脚 "NetherworldCourier"(2)hastheearliest

usageofmen'honor'independentlyin J2:"Although peoplecriticize

achievementsofloyaltyandwill,Iwanttorevealmytruef̀ace'."

FourSinO-Japanese'face;prestige'loanwordsbelowusemen:J5

menboku面目 <C5miaLnmut,J22menPi面皮 <C8miaLnpt,J29mentsu面

子 <C13miaLnzi,andJ35taimen体面 <C35tlymiaLn.TheonlyChinese

miatncompoundnottakenintoJapaneseisC42qtngmiatn情面 becauseit

wascoinedinthelateseventeenthcentury,subsequenttomostJapanese

"face"borrowlngS.

Menboku面目 "face[and]eye[S]"<C5miaLnmut面目 f̀ace;

honor,prestige'isdifferentiatedinpronunciationfrom menmoku面目

f̀ace;appearance;aspect',22 thoughtheyare,tosomedegree,inter-

changeable.IncontrastwiththeinfrequentChinesemiatnmut面目C5-7

terms,menbokuisthemostcommonJapanese'face;prestige'term,in

theseseventeencollocations:

22.日canbepronouncedbokuinkan-on漢字 ～mokuinGo10n呉音.This
menboku～menmokudistinctionwasfirstrecordedinthe(1603)Nil)pojish0
日葡辞書.Cf.thesemanticchangefromChinesezhe-nmiaLnmii真面目"straight
faced"t̀ruefeatures/colors'toJapanesemajime真面目 s̀erious;earnest;
honest'.
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J5 menboku面目 "face" h̀onor;prestige;reputation;dignity'

(?900菅家文章)

J6 menboku-nai面目ない "havenoface"s̀hameful;ashamed'23

(?970宇津保物語)

J7 menbokuoushinau面目を失う "loseface"d̀isgrace;humili-

ate'(?1200金刀比羅本保元)

J8 menbokuohodokosu面目を施す "bestowface"g̀ainhonor;

give/getcredit(forsomething)'(1254古今著聞集)

J9menbokushidai面目次第 "faceorder"àccordingtodegreeof

status'(1396高野山文書)

JIO menbokuohalnimabusu面目を灰に塗す "smearfacewith

ashes"̀dishonor;discredit'(1670雄長老狂歌集)

Jll menbokuotsutonitsutsumu面目を葛に包む"wrapupfacein

straw"̀brazen;shameless'(1785世話尽)

J12 menbokuotsukeru面目を付ける "attach/applyface"s̀ave/

gainhonor'(1792詞葉新雅)

J13 menbokugatatsu面目が立つ "facestands" p̀rotect/save

honor'(1871春の潮,cf.J61)24

J14 menbokuotsubusu面目を潰す "crushface"̀ruin(someone'S)

dignity'(1871春の潮)

J15 menbokudamaofumitsubusu面目玉を踏み潰す "trampleface

eyeball" lit. d̀ishonor'(1876西洋道中膝栗毛)25

23."Havenoface"variantsofJ6includemenbokuganai面目が無い lit.
àshamed'(1644虎明本狂言),menboku-nageni面目なげに 1it. s̀hamefu11y',
andmenboku-nashi面目なし s̀hameful'.
24.Cf.thecommonverbalismmenbokuotateru面目を立てる "standupthe
face'‥save(someone'S)honor'.
25.Menbokudama面目玉 "faceeye-ball"p̀restige'inJ15isavariantof
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J16 menbokunikakawaru面目に係わる "concernsface" (̀esp.

pledging)onone'shonor'

J17 menbokuotamotsu面目を保つ "preserveface" m̀aintain

dignity;upholdhonor'

J18 menboku kalfuku 面目回復 "facerecovery" r̀ecovery of

honor;restorationofprestige'

J19 menbokushittsui面目失墜 "faceloss"̀lossofprestige/honor'

J20 menbokuyakujo面目躍如 "facevivid'‥uniquelyprestigious'26

J21 menboku maru-tsubu71e 面目丸潰れ "face collapse" lit.

ùtterlossofprestige'.

J5Menboku面目 h̀onor'datesbackamillenniumtotheKankebunso一菅

家文革 "SugawaraFamilyPoems"(4,寄白菊四十韻 ;cf.J67)saying

"Honorandpleasurearescarce,Caresandworriesaredisturbing."

Saiki(1968)discussesindetailthesalient"loseface"termJ7menbokuo

ushinau.

Menpi面皮 "faceskin"<C8miatnpt面皮 f̀ace;countenance'isa

literarytermfor̀sensitivitytoshame'in:

J22 menPi面皮 "face"̀honor;flattery'(1710浮世草子)

J23 menPiatsushi面皮厚し "faceskinthick"lit. s̀hameless'

(1698苦言学考節用集)[cf.C10]

J24 tetsumenPi鉄面皮 "ironfaceskin" ìmpudence;audacity'

(1770源頼家源実朝鎌倉三代記)[cf.C12]

menboku,cf.me-no-tama目の玉 "eye'sball"̀eyeball'.
26.J20isalsopronouncedmenmoku,esp.intheexpressionmenmokuyakujotaru
monogaanL面目躍如たるものがある d̀oingsomethingcharacteristicofone's
fame'.
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J25 menPiokaku面皮を欠く "lack/missface"b̀edishonored'

(1823浮世柄比翼稲妻)

J26 menpioushinau面皮を失う"loseface"̀losehonor'(?1865身

光於竹功)

J27 menPiohagu面皮を剥ぐ"peelfaceskin"̀shame;humiliate;

unmask,expose'(1917異端者の悲しみ)[cf.J4,J64]

J28 menpinikakari面皮に係り"concernsface" lit. c̀oncerns

honor'.

TheShogenjl.kolsetsuyolshu-苦言字考節用集 "PracticalGuidetoLiterary

Words"(9)firstusedJ23inrecommending"toeliminatebrazenness."

TwoofthesecollocationsaredirectChineseloans:J25tetsumenPi鉄面

皮 "ironfaceskin"<C12tieymiatnpl'鉄面皮,andJ27menPiohagu面皮を

剥ぐ"peelfaceskin"<C9b6miatni,t剥面皮.This"peelingoff"was

furtherJapanicizedintoJ64tsurlanOkau)aokinmuku面の皮をひん剥く.

Mentsu面子 < C13miatnzi面子 f̀ace;surface'(cf.Japanese

menko面子 àcardgamesomethinglikeslapjack')means̀honor'inthese

literarycoinages:

J29 mentsu面子 "face"̀prestige;honor'

J30 mentsuotateni面子を立てる "standupface"s̀ave(some-

one'S)honor'(1943北京の幽霊)

J31 mentsuotamotsu面子を保つ Hprotectface"p̀rotect(some-

one'S)honor'(1953火の鳥)[cf.C24]

J32 mentsuoushinau面子を失う"loseface"̀loseprestige/honor'

[cf.C31]

J33 mentsunikodauJaru面子にこだわる "particularaboutface"

c̀aringabouthonor;consciousofprestige'

J34 mentsunikakau)ant面子に係わる "concernsface'‥amatter
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ofhonor'.

Wh ilenotdirectlyborrowedfrom Chinese,therecentJapaneseJ30is

ratherChinese-sounding,asfirstusedinlizawaTadasu'S飯沢匡 (b.1909)

Pekinnoyu-rei北京の幽霊 "GhostofPeking,""Canyousayhonorhas

beenattainedbynotburyingthemaster?"

Taimen体面 "bodyface"<C35tlvmiaLn体面 f̀ace;dignity;pres-

tige'(cf.thereversementei面体 f̀ace;countenance;features')means

àppearance'inthesenseofdoingsomething"forappearancessake":

J35 taimen体面 "face"h̀onor;dignity;prestige;appearances'

(1871西国立志編)

J36 taimenokegasu体面を汚す"todirtyface"̀disgrace/discredit

(oneself)'(1886当世書生気質)

J37 taimenobisonsuru体面を穀損する "injureface"lit. d̀is-

honor'

J38 taimenjo-体面上 "onface"̀forhonor/appearance'ssake;for

one'sreputation'

J39 taimenoi-jisuru体面を維持する "maintainface" k̀eepup

appearances'

J40 taimenotamotsu体面を保つ "protectface" s̀avehonor;

keepupappearances'

J41 taimenotsukurou体面を繕う "repairface"p̀utupagood

front;saveappearances'

J42 taimenoomonjiru体面を重んじる "respectface" v̀alue/

respectone'shonor'.

J35体面 wasfirstrecorded(andnotedtomeanJ5menboku面目)in

NakamuraMasanao'S中村正直 Saikokurisshihen西国立志編 "Successof

WesternCountries"-arevealinglytitledtranslationofSamuelSmiles'
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SelfHelp-referringto"thepowerofmaintainingindividualhonor." J39

体面を維持するdirectlyderivesfromC39u)e'ichi'tlymiaLn維持体面,whileall

theothersareJapaneseinnovations.Comparethe上 òn'inJ38taimenjoJ

体面上 withC33miatnzishLitngbuthdyokaLn面子上不好看 "doesnotlookgood

ontheface"̀loseprestige'andthevariousC80-891iaynshdLng股上 "onthe

face"̀respect'expressions.

2.2 0mote面

Thepoeticomo～literaryomote面 f̀ace;surface;countenance'27

isfigurativelylexicalizedin:

J43 omote面 "face"lit.̀prestige;honor'(?720日本書紀)

J44 0moteofuse面を伏せ"hide/lowerface"lit.̀stronglyshamed;

mortified'(?970宇津保物語)

J45 0moteokosu面を起す Hraiseupface"lit.̀gainrespect;give

honor/esteem'28(?970宇津保物語)

J46 omoteoku面置く"place/leaveface"lit.̀ashamed'(ca.1000

源氏物語)[cf.J68]

J47 0moteosuru面を摩る"rubface"lit.̀loseprestige;dishonor'

(1470吾妻問答)

J48 0moteoyogosu面を汚す"todirtyface"lit.̀dishonor;shame'

(?1480曾我物語)

J49 0motetsuyoi面強い "Strongface"lit.̀unashamed;brazen'

(?1480文明本節用集)

27.Omote面 isetymologicallyrelatedwithomote表 s̀urface;exterior;
front';Kobayashi(1953:42)suggestsa f̀ace;countenance'derivation<
omo面 f̀ace'+te手 h̀and'asadirectionalsuffix.
28.J45hasasyntacticvariantofomoteokoshi面起こし"faceraising"̀gain
prestige;givehonor'.
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J50 0moieyowai面弱い"weakface"lit.̀ashamed;bashfu1'(1603

日葡辞典)

J5l omotenikakisu面に垣す "tofenceface"lit.̀hideone'sface

inshame'(1720信田小太郎)

J52 0motegatatsu面が立つ "standupface"lit.̀save/gainpres-

tige'(1809霊験曾我寵)

J53 0moteokaku面を磨く"lack/loseface"lit.̀loseprestige/

honor'(1830南総里見八犬伝)

J54 0moteniduoonuru面に泥を塗る"daubmudontheface"

lit.̀dishonor'[cf.J61,J73]

J55 omonashi面無し"faceless"lit.̀shameless'[cf.C6].

Whileomotehaslimitedmodernusage(e.g.,mizunoomote水の面 ẁater

surface'),itwasthefirstJapanese"face"wordrecordedtomeanp̀res-

tige;honor'.29 TheNihonShoki日本書紀 "ChroniclesofJapan"writes

J43omoteas面目(usu.pr.menboku,J5).AfterEmpressSahohime挟穂

姫wasunabletocarryoutherbrother'splannedassassinationofEmperor

Suinin垂仁 (supposedlyin26B.C.E.),sheasked,(tr.Aston1972:172)

"EventhoughIamEmpress,Withwhatcountenancecanlpresideoverthe

Empire,afterbringingtoruinthePrince,myelderbrotherP"

SomeomotearchaismshavenovelverbsforJapanese"face;

prestige"lexemes,e.g.,fuseru状せる l̀aydown;cover;conceal;hide'in

J44;othershavecommonplacepredicates,e.i.,yogosu汚す s̀tain;soil'in

J36,J63,andJ77.The"strong/weak"contrastinJ49andJ50compares

withChinese"thick/thin"facesdiscussedin§1.4.

29.The(645J760)Manyo-shuL万葉集 ''MyriadLeavesCollection"(5.804)uses
omote(written意母提)toliterallymeanf̀ace;countenance'.
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2.3 Tsura面

Tsuraiscurrentlyavulgar/slangJapanesetermfor̀face',similar

inusagewithEnglishmug(cf.outmodedslangPhiz<physiognomy).

Fromitsoriginal c̀heek'denotation(cf.cheeky§4.2),thewordtsuYlaCame

tomean f̀ace;countenanceappearance'.ModernJapanesegenerally

usestsu71ain frozenforms;e.g.,tsu71a-ate面当て "facehit" s̀piteful

words;innuendo'ortsura-gamae面構え "facestructure" èxpression;

look'.Tsuylah̀onor'collocationsinclude:

J56 tsuya"face"̀prestige;honor;shame'

J57 まsuyla 0 Sageru 面を下げる "lowerface"lit. àshamed;

shame'(1711女殺油地獄)

J58 isuyt1 0 nuguu面を拭う "wipe/mopface"lit. t̀oshame;

shameless'(?1720雪女五枚羽子板)[cf.J59andJ76]

J59 tsuylaOShinuguu面押し拭う"wipeawayface"lit. t̀oshame;

shameless'(?1720艶容女無衣)

J60 tsuraofumu面を踏む "trampleface"d̀ishonor;shame'lit.

(?1800柳多留)

J61 tsuylanidoroonuru面に泥を塗る "daubmudonface"lit.

d̀ishonor'(1871春の朝,cf.J13)

J62 donotsuylaSageteどの面下げて "howeverfacehangsdown"

lit. d̀isgraced;hangone'sheadinshame'

J63 tsura-yogoshi面汚し "facedirt"coll. d̀isgrace;dishonor;

shame'

J64 tsuylanOkau)aohimmuku面の皮をひん剥く"peelfaceskin"

s̀hame'[cf.J4,J27]

J65 iitsu71anOkau)a好い面の皮 "goodfaceskin"coil. S̀hameon

him/herヲ.

J57 s̀hameless'wasfirstrecordedintheballad-dramaOnnagwoshi
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aburajl'goku女殺油地獄 "WomanKiller'sOilHell"describing"abrazenly

shamelesspublicnuisance."Mostoftheabovetsuylatermsareuncommon

inmodernusage,exceptingslangJ63面汚しandJ65好い面の皮 (withii

"good"ironicallyflip-flopped>'bad';cf.Englishbad'good'slang).

2.4 Kao顔

Kao#isthemostcommonJapanesewordfor'face;countenance',

andwasancientlypronouncedkanbase<kaobase(cf.SinoIJapanesegen

#inJ67andJ81).Thekao"face"termsbelowaresemanticallydivided

betweenh̀onor;prestige'inJ66-81andìnfluence;status'inJ82-89.

First,inthesenseofpersonal'honor'therearesixteenkao-isms:

J66 kao顔 "face"h̀onor;prestige;influence'(?1690枕童児抜差

万遍玉茎,cf.J83)[cf.C47]

J67 k0-gen FS# "thick face" lit.'impudence;audacity;

shamelessness'(?900菅野文革)[cf.C51]

J68 kaookankatanashi顔奥かん方なし "nowheretoplaceface"

lit. àshamed'(?1080狭衣物語)

J69 kaogaatsut顔が厚い "faceisthick" lit. s̀hameless;bra-

zen'(1678色道大鏡)

J70 kaookegasu顔を汚す "dirty/soilface"̀disgrace;discredit;

dishonor;humilate'(1698新色五巻書)

J71 kaonokawagaatsui顔の皮が厚い "faceskinisthick"

s̀hameless;brazen'(1711傾城禁短気)[cf.C50]

J72 kaogatatsu顔が立つ "facestands"̀saveone'shonor'30(1720

30.Kaootateru顔を立てる"standupface"̀save/preserve(someone'S)honor'
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関取千両峨)

J73 kaoniduoonuru顔に泥を塗る"daubmudontheface"lit.

d̀isgrace;discredit;scandalize'(?1780火健ひらき)[cf.J54,J61]

J74 kaoau)asweru顔合わされる"abletomeetface"̀unashamed'

(1782虎寛本狂言)

J75 kaoofumu顔を踏む "trampleonface"d̀ishonor;shame'

(1787通信総鮭)

J76 kaoonuguu顔を拭う "wipeoffface"r̀emoveshame/dis-

honor'(1808時桔梗出世講状)[cf.J58]

J77 kaogayogweru顔が汚れる "dirty/soilface'‥disgrace;dis-

honor'(1813浮世床)

J78 kaonikakauJaru顔に係わる "concerningface" r̀egarding

honor'(1872恋慕相撲春顔触)

J79 kaootsubusu顔を潰す "crushface"̀dishonor'(1935すい言葉

廓流行)

J80 kaoganai顔が無い "withoutface"àshamed(todosome-

thing)'[cf.C49]

J81 ganshokunakwashimeru顔色なからしめる"causetoloseface

color"lit. t̀oshame;tooutshine(someone)'.

Theoriginalkao5 '(dis)honor'usageisSino-JapaneseJ67k0-gunFS&in

theKankebunso-菅家文革 (2,cf.J5):=Gossipingtonguesrevealover-

pretentiouspeople,mirrorsknowacroneevenwithmakeuponher̀thick

face'." TheJ73term顔に泥を塗る "daubmudontheface"mayhave

beenmodeleduponC811iaynshangmoybuka-i除上抹不開 "cannotplaster

overtheface"̀ashamed',andiscomparablewiththeRussiancollocation

isacommonvariant.
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Second,termsin whichkaodenotessocial'influence;status'

include:

J82kaoyaku顔役 "faceservice/role"̀influentialperson;boss'(1050

南水漫遊拾遺)

J83 kaogaureru顔が売れる "abletosellface" ìnfluential;

popular'(?1690枕童児抜差万遍玉茎,cf.J66)

J84 kaogawarui顔が悪い Hfaceisbad" ẁithoutinfluence;

unimportant'(1770廓通遊子)

J85 kaoouni顔を売る"sellface"̀gaininfluence;becomepopu･

1ar'(1780折句式大成)[cf.J83]

J86 kaookasu顔を貸す "lend/loanface"d̀o(someone)afavor'

(1824明鳥発端)

J87 kaomakesuru顔負けする"defeat/loseface"̀put(someone)to

shame;embarrass;humiliate'(1873梅雨小袖昔八丈)

J88 kaogahiroi顔が広い"faceiswide"̀widelyknown;influen-

tial'(1915あらくれ)

J89 kaogakiku顔が利く "faceiseffective"ìnfluential;wel1-

known.

Theearliestkao ìnfluence'collocationisJ82kaoyaku顔役 whichthe

Nansuimanyushu-yi南水漫遊拾遺 "Gleaningsfrom SouthernRiver

Travels"(4)notestohaveoriginallybeenaKabuki"facerole"termfor

anactorwithakaodaねu顔立 èstablishedface'(cf.the立termsbelow).

2.5 Summa｢y

Japanese f̀ace;prestige'phrasesexemplifyallthreetypesof

Weinreich'S§3.4phrasalloantranslations:directloanscomingwordfor
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Word(though indifferentwordorder)fromChinese(e.g.,J32mentsuo

ushinau面子を失う <C31shl-miatnzi失面子 l̀oseface');31loanrenditions

basedonSiniticmodels(e.g.,J7menbokuoushinau面目を失う l̀oseface'

isanalogouswithshi失andC5miaLnmuL面目;butthereisnoChinese*失

面目);andoriginalloancreationswithoutChinesecounterparts(e,gリJ79

kaooisubusu顔を潰す "smash/demolishface" d̀ishonor').Oneun-

changedChinesepatternis"thick-/thin-faced"meaning'(in)sensitivityto

shame'§1.4.CompareJapaneseatsukamashii厚かましい "thick"mean-

ing"thick-faced"'shameless,impudent,brazen'andEnglishthickmeaning

"thick-headed"̀ignorant;stubborn'.

Table2givesageneralsemanticoverview ofJapanese"face"

lexicalizations.SimilartoChinese,someexpressionsaredifficultto

classifyinbinaryHlosing"or"saving"terms,e.g.,J9menbokushidai面目

次第.

Table2-JapaneseSemanticDistribution

LEXEMES "LOSEFACE" "SAVEFACE"

men面 3

menboku面目 8

menpi面皮 5

mentsu面子 1

taimen体面 2

omote面 9

fstl7･(t面 9

kao# 13

1

9

2

5

6

4

1

ll

31.Therearethreeotherdirectloans:J27面皮を剃ぐ<C9剃面皮,J25鉄面
皮 <C12鉄面皮,andJ39体面を維持する <C39維持体面.
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ComparedwithroughlyequalnumbersofChinese(Table1)collocations

for"saving"and"losingface,"afewmoreJapanesecoinagesemphasize

"losing"it(seeTable3).Theonlyexceptionsarepredominanceof

"saving"inJ29-34mentsu面子 andJ35-42taimen体面 lexicalizations.

TheJapaneseloanrenditionsandcreationsarenotableforusing

sundryverbsregardingHface."Eightpredicatesarefrequentlyemployed

with f̀ace,.prestige,･honor'.Only kakaru 係 る c̀oncern,･affect;

involve'hasasemanticallyneutralsense(J16,28,34,and78).Inthe

constructivesensesof̀save/gain(face)∫,tateru立てる s̀tand;raise;set

/putup'- tatsu立つ s̀tandup;erect;rise'(J13,30,52,57,and72);32and

tamoisu保つ k̀eep;preserve;maintain;sustain'(J17,31,and40,cf.C24

保全面子)areemployed.Inthedestructivesensesofl̀ose(face)',five

verbsareutilized:ushinau失う l̀ose;miss;bedeprivedof'(J7,19,26,

and32);tsubusu潰す c̀rush;smash;squash;ruin;demolish'(J14,15,

21,and79);kegasu～ yogosu汚す d̀irty;stain;pollute;defile;dis-

grace;dishonor'(J36,48,63,70,and77;OwingtotheJapanesemoral

sensesof"purity");nuru塗る d̀aub;paint;smear'(J10,54,61,and73);

andnat*O- nashi*L'nothave;lack;without'(J6,55,68,and80).

OnlyoneoftheseverbshasaChinese"face"analogue:ushinau失う

l̀ose'andshl-矢 inC31,C36,C37,andC63.

TworemarkableaspectsofJapanese"face"expressionsaretheir

largenumberanddegreeofobsolescence(esp.inJ43-55andJ56-65).

32.InJ72,tatsu立つ s̀tandup;raise';rise'compareswithkaodachi顔立ち
f̀acial;features;countenance'oromodachi面立ち (anarchaicvariantof
kaotsuki顔つき f̀ace;countenance;looks').
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ThetransplantedChineseideaof̀face;prestige'prosperedmoreexten-

sivelyinJapaneselexicalfieldsthaninanylanguageinfra.

(tobecontinued)




