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Chinese"Face"inJapaneseandEnglish

(Part2)1

Michae1Carr

3 'FACE;PRESTIGE'fNENGLISH

Agreatroaroflaughterwentup.Makamukbowedhisheadinshame.
Thefurthiefhadfooledhim.Hehadlostfacebeforeallhispeople.Stillthey
continuedtoroarouttheirlaughter.Makamukturned,andwithbowedhead
stalkedaway.Heknewthat也enceforthhewouldnolongerbeknownas
Makamuk.HewouldbeLostFace;therecordofhisshamewouldbewithhim
untilhedied.(JackLondon,"LostFace,"1916:70)

ThissectionwillanalyzefourlinguisticaspectsofEnglishborrow-

ing p̀restige;honor'from Chinese:facesemantics§3.1;lexicaldevelop-
mentsofloseface<diu-liavn去膝,saveface,save-face,face-saving,and

face-sauer§3.2;differencesbetween"losing"and"saving"face§3.3;and

theuniquenessofthelosefaceloan§3A.WhiletheEnglishlanguagehas

onlyafractionoftheHface"lexicalizationsinChineseorJapanese,

Englishdictionariesprovideaclearerchronologyofvocabularydevelop-

ments.

1.Part1ofthispaperwaspublishedintheReviewofLiberalArts小樽商科
大学人文研究 (August,1992)84:39-77,Notethefollowingcorrigenda:(page
48/line19)"u)∂men"shouldbe- ibomen,(51/ll)"C6]"-C6].,(52/18)"face
face"-face-face,(53/18)"avove"- above,(55/25)"C92]"- C92].,(57/1)
"faceface"- face-face,(63/3)HyaLn"- ydn,(64/22)"kanl0n"- Kan-on,
(64/24)"Cf.the"-Cf.the.
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3.1 FaceSemantics

FaceisanespeciallypolysemousEnglishwordmeaning:'thefront

partofthehead;visage,mien,countenance;(exaggerated)facialexpres-

sion;appearance,look;aspect;outward semblance/show,pretense,

effrontery;prestige,dignity,goodreputation;surface;principalside,

front;surfacepresentedtoview;acting/strikingsurface(ofatool,etc.);

expressedamount/terms'.Thesalienceoffaceliterallymeaning t̀he

face;thefrontofthehead'isevidentinthelackofsynonyms,exceptfor

slangterms(e.g.,mug,puss)or̀countenance'words(e.g.,visage,physiog-

nomy).

TheChinesecontributiontoEnglishfacemeaning'prestige;dig-

nity'issemanticallyclosestwithface'S òutwardsemblance/show'sense

thatusuallyreferstopreservingone'sdignityduringanxioussituations.2

Thismeaningrangesfrom àssurance;confidence;Composure;coolness'

tobrasherp̀retense;pretext;effrontery;impudence'.Wycliffe'S(1382)

Bibletranslation(2Cor.V.12)hastheearliestrecordedface'outward

show'usage,"Hemthatglorienintheface,andnotintheherte." From

thefifteenththrough nineteenthcenturies,Englishfacemeant'impudent;

pretentious'incolloquialismslike:

inteゆret(uJo71ds)toauJickedfacèputabadconstructionupon',

makeagreat/goodfacèmake(something)lookwell',

bear/havethefacèbesufficientlyimpudent',

p拡h/shou)afacèexhibitaboldfront',

tofaceandb71aCèbluster;domineer',

2.Forinstance,JuliusCaesar(V.i.II)"Thinkingbythisface,Tofasteninour
thoughtsthattheyhavecourage."
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tofacealie(upon)̀tellamanifestuntruth'.

Incurrentusage,therearef̀ace;semblance'constructionssuchas:

toface(someone)dou)n'browbeat;putdownwitheffrontery',

toface(something)out'maintainimpudently;coollycontrovert',

haveikefaceto._. b̀esufficientlyimpudentt0...',

Puionagoodfacèmaintainappearances',3

9utonaboldfacègivetheappearanceofconfidence'.

EnglishimportingtheChinesef̀ace;prestige'sensefilledasemantic/

lexicalgap(Lehrer1974:95-105)forapositivesenseofface'sEpretense;

falseface'meanlng.

3.2 TheLoanof̀Face'toEnglish

Thefirstdictionaryknowntorecordface'sborrowedEprestige'

sensewasFunk& TVagnalls'NewStandwdDictionaり OftheEnglish

Language(1913).Itdidnotlist'prestige;honor'asaseparatemeaning,

butfaceentriesinclude:

tolose千.,tolosestandingorreputation;sufferlossofself-respect

…tosaveone'S(his)f.[ColloqJtoretire,undersomepretext,

fromnegotiationsthathaveprovedorarelikelytoproveunsatis-

factory,lnSuchamannerastoprotectone'sdignity.

Notethe"colloquial"usagenotationforsaveface,whichhasamuchmore

complicateddefinitionthanloseface.

Inthesixty-fiveyearssinceEnglishborroweddiu-liayn 裏腹,

3.ItappearsthatthecollocationPutonajTace(cf･putonahappyface)is
graduallybeingdisplacedfromtheEnglishlexiconbythemorerecentcollo-
quialismPutonone'sjTacèapplymakeup'.
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speakershavecoinedfouradditionalface'prestige;dignity'phrases:

El losefacèsufferdisgrace/humiliation'(1876ThesefromLand

ofSinim)[<C62]

E2 saveface àvoid disgrace/humiliation'(1898 WTestminster

Gazette)

E3 save-facèactionavoidingdisgrace'(1917Chamber'sJournal)

E4face-savingp̀reservingone'sprestige/dignity'(1922Lilian)

E5face-saver c̀ompromisewithoutjeopardizingdignity'(1941

ScwchedEarth).

Theseearliest̀face;prestige'usagedatesareaccordingtothe(2nded.

1989)OxfordEnglishDictiona73,,combiningthreestratafromearlierOED

editions:ElandE2(1933),E4andE5(1972),andE3(1982).

Thefirstedition(1901"Neu)EnglishDictionaり OnHistorical

Princli)les")didnotincludelose/savefaceunderitsfacedefinition"10"

meaning"Outwardshow;assumedorfactitiousappearance;disguise,

pretence;aninstanceofthis;apretext." The1933Supplementcorrect-

edthisoversightandaugmentedH10.b"toincludeElandE2:

Tosaveone'sface;seeSAVEv.8f;alsotosaueface.Toloseface

[tr.Chinese[diu-liayn]]:tobehumiliated,loseone'scredit,good

name,orreputation;similarly,lossofface.

Itcitedfourusageexamples,withthe_earliestlosefacefoundinHart's

ThesefromLandofSinim(1876:225),"[Thecountrybeginstofeelthat

Governmentconsentedto]arrangementsbywhichChinahaslostface."

Thecross-referenced1933save"8.f"definitionadded:

Tosaveone'sface:toavoidbeingdisgracedorhumiliated.Simi･

larly,tosave(another'S)face.".OriginallyusedbytheEnglish

communityinChina,Withreferencetothecontinualdevicesamong



Chinese''Face"inJapaneseandEnglish(Part2) 73

theChinesetoavoidincurringorinflictingdisgrace.Theexact

phraseappearsnottooccurinChinese,butLtoloseface'(ldiuJliayn]),

andf̀orthesakeofhisface',arecommon.

TheWTestminsterGazette(April5,1898)istheearliestcitationforsave

face:"Unquestionablytheprocessofsavingone'sfaceleadstocurious

resultsinothercountriesthanChina." BothsupplementsciteC62diu-liayn

asthesourceforloseface,butwithoutanyspecification.

Second,the1972Su抄IementtotheOxfordEnglishDictiona7y

repeatedthe=10.b"sub-definitionwiththeconclusion"Henceface-

reputation,goodname." ItrecitedthesameElandE2loseandsaveface

usageexamples,appendedsubsequentones,andaddedE4face-savingand

E5face-saver,citing:

Shehadbeentrappedbeyondanychanceofaface-savinglie.

EnochA.Bennett,Lilian(1922)

Asaface-saver,however,Doiharawasgivenenoughsupport,from

theKwantungArmyinManchuria[etcJ

EdgarSnow,ScorchedEayih(1941)

Third,the1982supplementedsaveentryrepeatedthe1933E2saveface

entryandaddedE3save-facewiththisillustration:

Theciviliannativestaffhadboltedatthefirstsignoftrouble,

g̀oingtoreporttotheauthorities'beingtheirs̀aveface'forit!

Chamber'sJoumal(1917)

Bothasanadjectiveandanoun,face-savingismorecommonlyusedthan

save-face.

Tosummarize,inthelatenineteenthcentury,asthefelicitousEl

losefacebecameincreasinglypopularinEnglish,facetookonageneral
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senseof̀prestige;reputation',andlose/saveantonymybalancedthecoin-

ageofE2saveface.Inthefirstpartofthiscentury,derivational

morphologygenerated"face-saving"wordsE3-E5Withoutanydirect

Chineseequivalents.ItissignificantthattheearliestusagesforEnglish

loseface,saveface,save-faceandface-sauerrefertoChina,whilelaterones

aremoreinternationalinapplication.

3･3 Savl'ngandLosl'ngFace

Table3comparesthetotal192Chinese,Japanese,andEnglish

"face"collocationsanalyzedinthisstudy.

Table3-OverallSemanticDistribution

LEXEMES "LOSEFACE" "SAVEFACE"

Chinese

miaLn面 18

yatn顔

Iiayn勝

Japanese

men面

omote面

fszll.(Z面

kao*

English

face

9

9

9

3

1

1

3

4

1

1

2

1

ExceptmiaLn面 andmen面 withslightlymore"facesaving,"most

ChineseandJapaneselexemesemphasize"facelosing." Thenegative

senseof"loseface"accountsfor56%oftheJapaneseexpressions,52%
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0ftheChinese,and20%oftheEnglish.

Inexpandinglosefaceintosaveface,Englishdevelopedoppositely

fromChineseandJapanese.TheOxfordEnglishDictiona73),forinstance,

definestheborrowed'prestige'Senseunderfaceandsavebutnotlose.

WhiletheSiniticlexiconhasmany"loseface"collocations(e.g.,C3lshl-

miaLnzi,C62diu-liayn),noneliterallymean"saveface." Thesemantically

nearestisC24bayoqua'nmiatnzìmaintainhonor'orC25yatomiatnzìeager

togainreputation'(whichHu1944:58calls"theclosestChineseapproxi-

mation"forsaveface).Inmarkedcontrast,theEnglishlexiconhas

standardizedfoursavingfaceexpressionsE2-5butonlyonelosingface

termEl;dictionariesdonotinclude*lose-face,*face-losing,or*face-loser.

Tworeasonsforthisdifferencearethesociologicalliaynvs.miaLnzi

contrastSlA,and'losing'SemanticsinChineseandEnglish

First,sinceChineseliavn腺isethicallyabsolutewhilemiatnzi面子

issociallyquantitative,loslngtheformerismoreseriousthanthelatter.

AccordingtoHuang:

ThefactthatChineselexicalizeslosingface(云験,没面子),butnot

gainingfaceisapotentreminderthatlosingfacehasfarmore

seriousimplicationsforone'ssenseofself-esteemordecencythan

gainingface.(1987:71)

HLosing"one'S"face"ismoresociodynamicallysignificantthan"saving"

it.Hoexplainsthedifference:

Previouswritersonfacehavetreatedlosingfaceandgainingface

中lplyasiftheywereoppositeoutcomesinasocialencounterand

havethusfailedtonoticethebasicdifferencebetweentwosocial

processesthatareinvolved.Ⅰnthefirstinstance,whileitis
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meaningfultospeakofbothlosingandgaininglmianzi],itis

meaningfultospeakonlyoflosingllian].Onedoesnotspeakof

gainingllian]because,regardlessofone'sstationinlife,Oneis

expectedtobehaveinaccordancewiththepreceptsoftheculture;

correctlyconceptualized,exemplaryconductaddsnottoone's

llian],buttoone'slmianzi].(1975:870,cf.Huang1987:71)

"Losingface"bringsintoquestionone'smoraldecencyandsocietal

adequacy,butnot"gainingface."

Second,theChinesesemanticsofl̀ose'and s̀ave'mostlikely

affectedthelexicalpredominancefor"losingface"asopposedtoEnglish

andJapanesepreferencesfor"savingface." Chinesemorphologizestwo

verbsforHlosing(face)":sht失 l̀ose;neglect;mistake'(e.g.,C31失面子,

cf.Japaneseushinau失う l̀ose;miss'inJ7,J26,andJ32)anddiu-哀

l̀ose;throwaway;put/layaside'(e.g.,C62去股).Shl-hasanantonymof

de'得 g̀et;gain;obtain',butdiu-doesnothaveone.4Neitherde'得 nor
practicallyanyotherg̀ain;save'wordwascoinedinto"face"colloca-

tions,andthisisexplicablebytheChinesesociologicalpotencyof"losing

face."

TheEnglishcreationofsavefaceastheoppositeoflosefacewas

arbitrarybecauselosehasotherantonyms:win,fl'nd,keep,catch,main-

tain,pyleSerue,gain,andregain.5Speakersoccasionallyusethelastthree

4.Chineseislexicallyrichinoppositionalcompounds(e.g.,mayima7 買膏
"buy-sell"b̀usiness;trade'),includingthreewithl̀osing':de'shZt得失 "gain-
lose"p̀rosandcons,desirability';suvnyデ損益 "lose-gain= p̀rofitandloss;
increaseanddecrease';andshuJytng輸嘉 "lose-win"̀resultofagame/wager'.
5.Although loseandsavecommonlyrefertomoney,theyareneither
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(esp.gain)regardingfacep̀restige',though 1essfrequentlythansave.

Theloseinlosefacemeansf̀ailtomaintain'(cf.loseone'slife);and

consequently,thesavein savefacemeansàvoidloss/damage'(cf.save

one'shonor).

Savefaceisnearlysynonymouswithsaveappewancesm̀aintaina

semblanceofpropriety'.Losefaceisstructurallysimilarwith lose

countenance'loseone'scomposure;becomeflustered'6andsemantically

withlosecastèloseprestige'.Face'sfoursaveandoneloseexpressions

El･5contrastwiththesetwosaveandsevenlosewithbody-parts:

saveone'sb71eathr̀efrainfromuselesstalk',

saveone'sskin'escapeunhurt',

loseone'stongue'bespeechless',

loseone'shead'actfoolishly',

loseone'slegs(slang)'getdrunk',

loseone'sf2'gurègainweight',

loseone'snervel̀osecourage',

loseone'sheart'fallinlove'lcf.next],

loseheart'becomediscouraged'.

ThesecommonsayingshelpedtonaturalizeChinese"face"andmade

lose/savefaceappeartobenativeEnglish.

semanticallyconverse(e.g.,buyandsell)norreverse(e.gリbory10uJandretum);
seeLehrerandLehrer(1982).NotethephoneticcoincidencethatEnglishlose
(alsospelledlosorloos<Latinlaus̀praise')hadanarchaicsenseof̀praise;
fame;renown;reputation',e.g.,outoflose'toone'sdispraise'.
6.Cf.outofcountenance'abashed;disconcerted'.Countenancehadanobsol
letemeaningof'dignity;standing'(<amistranslationofcontenementumin
theMLqnaCarla,properlycontenement).
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3.4 Summary

EnglishantonymouslydevelopedthelosefaceElloanfourfoldinto

"saving-face"E215neologisms.AmongalltheEnglishwordsofChinese

origin,losefaceisarareverbphraseandauniquesemanticloantransla-

tion.

VeryfewAnglO-Chinesewordsareverbs/predicates.Yuanstud-

iedEnglishlexemesderivingfrom Chineseandconcluded(1981:250):

"Exceptcongo(cangue),kowtouJ,Shanghai,etc.,whicharealsousedas

verbs,allthe124Wordsontheabovelistaresubstantives."7 Toloseface

andtosavefaceverbphrasesareinasyntacticloan-classbythemselves.

Facemeaning'prestige'isthesolecaseofanAnglO-Chinese

=semanticloan,"orwhatHaugen(1950)callsa"loanshift." Thevast

majorityofEnglishwordsfromChineseareordinary=loanwords"With

regularphonemicadaptation(e.g.,chopsuey<Cantonesetsap-sui-

zdsu7雑砕 m̀iscellaneousbroken[bits]').Afeware"loanblends"("ca1-

ques"or"hybrids")whereaborrowingisblendedwithnativeelements

(e.g.,Chopsticks<Pidginchop q̀uick,fast'<Cantonesekap4̀quick'+

stick).8 Semanticloanssuchasfaceextendanindigenouswordmeaning

inconformitywithaforeignmodel(e.g.,Frenchre'alikeràchieve;create;

7.Yuanoverlookedlose/savejTacealongwithbylainwash.Tob71ainwashisa
backformationofbrainwashingìntensivesystematicindoctrination'<(dur-
ingtheKoreanWar)ChinesexlynayO洗脳 "washbrain."
8.Cannon(1987:203)givestwoexamplesofblendingnon-Chineseelements:
lungoil<t6ngy6u桐油 "tongtreeoil"andPekingese<-ese.Someothers
aretangr7am,Chinau)we,andthe-ismsofFoism,Mo(h)ism,Maoikm,D/Taoism
(Carr1990),Confucianism,etc.
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construct'usedinthesenseofEnglishylealize,Ullmann1957:41).The

twobasictypesofsemanticloansareloanhomonymswitha"leap"toa

newmeaningunrelatedwiththeold(e.g"AmericanPortuguesegrosseria

r̀uderemark'usedforgrocery);andloansynonymswithamore"logical"

or"invisible"§4.2extension(e.g.,AmericanItalianlib71eriàbookstore'for

libra73,).Facèrespect'isaloansynonymowingtosemanticoverlapping

betweenthenativeEnglishòutwardsemblance;effrontery'meaning§3.1

andtheborrowedChinese p̀restige;dignity'meaning (see Hope'S

1960:133"polygenisisofmetaphor"discussion).

Semanticloantranslationsaremoretypicallywords(e.g.,English

casemeaning'grammaticalcase'<LatincasusEfall;event'translated<

Greekptôsis̀falling',Ullmann1970:167)thanphrases(e.g.,onthecaゆet

b̀ereprimanded'<Frenchsurletapis,Allen1986:1:245).Weinreich

(1968:51)distinguishesthreetypesofphrasalloantranslations:(1)Loan

translationproper,elementbyelement,e.g.,LouisianaFrenchmar-

chandisesseches<d737goods.(2)Loanrenditions,wherethemodel

furnishesageneralidea;"skyscyt砂er,"forinstance,hascalquesinnumer-

ouslanguages:Chinesem6tiaTnl6u摩天棲,Russianneboskrjob,Polish

drapaczchmur,GermanlVolkenkyatzer,Frenchgydie-ciel,andSpanish

ylaSCaCielos.(3)Loancreations,matchingadesignationthrough language

contact,e.g.,CanadianFrenchescalierdefeu"fire/flamestaircase"'fire

escape'insteadofstandardFrenchescalierdesauvetage/secours"rescue/

helpstaircase." Losefaceisanexampleoftype(1),aliteralloantransla-

tionofC62diu-liavn裏腹.

Although losefaceisuniqueamong Englishloanwordsfrom

Chinese,itisnotuniqueわEnglish.
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4 CONCLUDINGREMARKS

Atfirstsightnothingcanbemoreirrationalthantocallthatwhichisshared
witbthewholehumanracea"characteristic"oftheChinese.Buttheword"face"
doesnotinChinasignifysimplythefrontpartofthehead,butisliterallya
compoundnounofmultitude,Withmoremeaningsthanweshallbeabletodescribe,
orperhapstocomprehend.(ArthurSmith,1894:16)

Thisconcludingsectioncanwidentheabovefocalizationson

Chinese"face"inJapaneseandEnglish.Itsurveyssomeadditional

languageswhere"face"Wordsmeanp̀restige'in§4.1;describesfaceas

whatOrr(1953)callsan"invisible"borrowing(e.g.,Yled-facedàshamed')

in§4.2;considers"face"asasociolinguisticuniversalin§4.3;andputs

forthsomesuggestionsforfurtherresearchinS4A.

4･1 F̀ace'inOtherLanguages

LanguagesbesidesChinese,Japanese,andEnglishhave"face"

lexicalizationsmeaning p̀restige;honor;respect'.Thefollowingillus-

trationsaretentativelygroupedinto:probableborrowingsfromChinese,

possibleborrowings,andparallel"face"Creationsindependentfrom

Chinese.Sincetheauthorisunfamiliarwithmanyofthelanguages

below,thesedictionaryexamplesareopentocorrections.9 0verall,

"losing/savingface"isthemostwidespreadlinguisticcongruence,with

both"lose"and"saveface"(Italian,French,Danish,German,andRus-

sian);only"loseface"(MalayandPolish);oronly"saveface"(Greek,

Latin).

9.Notethatonlycitationformsarelisted,notderivations.Forinstance,022
Romanianobra'Zf̀ace;sight;countenance'hasobraznics̀hameless;brazen;
impudent'andobrayznicièeffrontery;boldness'derivatives.
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First,therearelanguagesthathaveprobably/presumablyborr-

owedChinese"face":

01 Vietnamesemaytdaty"fullface"̀shameless;brazen'

02 VietnamesemaytdaLymaLyden"fullface,boldeyebrows"

b̀razen;shameless'

03 Vietnamesev占vang"resoundingface/appearance" h̀onor-

able;Creditable'

04 Malaykehilangmuka"loseface"'bedisgraced;loseprestige'

05 Malaymuka-muka"face-face;faces"Eonthefaceofit;preten-

tious;lnSincere'

06 Malaybermuka-muka"havingface-face"'facetoface;insin-

cere;hypocritical'[cf.C28,016,019]

07 Malaybey:semukalreflexive]"facing"'havetheaudacityto

meet'

08 Frenchsauverlaface"saveface"̀savehonor'(1920)

09 Frenchbeaucoupdeface"lotsofface"̀prestigious'(1933)

010 French♪eydylelaface"loseface'‥losehonor'(1957)

011 Frenchdonnerencweplusdeface"givemoreface"̀increase

(someone'S)honor'(1975)

012 GermandasGesichtverlieylen"losingface"l̀osinghonor/

prestige'

013 GermandasGesichtbewahren"savingface"'savinghonor/

prestige'.

SinceChineseborrowingsarecommonwithinthelexiconsofVietnamese

(DeFrancis1977)andMalay(Marre1896),Sinitic"face"mighthave

influenced01-7.Frenchfacef̀ace;surface;front;side'incorporateda

Chinesemeaningof̀honor;dignity'.TheTreJsordelahzngueFrancaise

(1980)givestheabove08-llusagedatesandsays:"Lenotaparfoisle
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sensed'originechinoisede≪honneur,dignite≫sansqu'ils°itemployedams

laloc[ution]perdre/sauverlaface."10 GermanGesichtf̀ace;counte-

nance'meanS'prestige'in012-13'lose/save'antonymiccollocations;but

historicaldictionaries,e.g.,theLexiconderSprichu)b'rtlichenRedensarten

(1973),donotclarifywhethertheseareborrowings.llConsideringthese

relativelylatedates,itispossiblethatEnglishlose/saveface,ratherthan

Chinese,CouldhaveaffectedFrenchorGerman.

Second,therearepossible,thoughstilluncertain,Sinitic"face"

loanwords.Owingtothe"invisibility"§4.2ofthe f̀ace'> p̀restige'

extension,thereisfrequentlydoubtoverwhethersemanticborrowinghas

occurred:

014 Italianpeyde71elafaccia"loseface"̀losehonor/prestige'

015 Italiansaluwelafaccia"saveface"'savehonor/prestige'

016 Italianauerelafacciadifare…=havethefaceto…"̀shame-

1essenoughto…'

017 Italianfacciadibronzo"bronze/brazenface" èffrontery;

10.Ontheotherhand,theGrandLwoussedelalangueFylanCaise(1973)Claims
nineteenthcenturyborrowingsfor08and010,butwithoutcitinganyexam-
ples.TheDictionnairealphabeiiqueetanalogiquedelalangueFrangaise
(1972)notesthese"expressionssontemprunteesduchinois." Holmes(1934)
CriticizesambiguitiesinFrenchlexicograpiccitationsoftermsderivingfrom
Chinese.

ll.LotharYonFalkenhausen(letterof87/2/2)says012(nominalizedto
Gesichtverlust)hasa"decidedlyFarEasternconnotationtoaGermannative
speaker,"and,similarwithChinese"loseface"terms,isfarmorecommon
than013,andlackscorrespondingnominalization.PeterRichter(letterof
87/6/16)wasunabletofindanydictionaryreferencestowhetherGerman
borrowed012or013,andnotesMaskèmask;face'andLarvèmask;larva'
havecomparablemeaningsindieMaske/Larvefallenlassen"throwoffthe
mask"̀unmask,reveal;causealossofface'.
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shamelessness'

018 Italianfacciatosta"hardface" s̀hamelessness;shameless

person'

019 Spanishtenercwapwahacer..."havethefaceto"."'have

thecourageto…'

020 Spanish/Portuguesecwaestanhada"tin/pewterface"b̀old;

impudent;brazen'

021 Portuguesefl'carcom acwmnochd～o"havefaceonthe

ground"̀beembarrassedtodeath'

022 Romanianafijarayobra'Z"withoutface'‥shameless;impu-

dent;insolent'

023 Danishtabeansigt"loseface"'loseprestige'

024 Danishreddeansigtet"saveface"̀saveprestige'

025 Dutchaanzienv667komen"lookatface"̀affectingprestige'

026 Polishstracic'tuJarz"loseface"̀loseauthority/prestige'

027 Russianpot'eYyat'lico"loseface"̀losehonor'

028 Russiansohranit'lico"saveface"̀savehonor'

029 Russianlicomvg7yaZ'n'eudarit'"nothitfaceintothemud"

àvoiddishonor'

030 Greeks6zo-tsProsche-ate"saveface"̀savehonor'.

Furtherresearchintothehistoriesofsuch"face"1exemeswillbefruitful.

Italian,forinstance,couldhavedeveloped"face"collocations014-18

fromChineseorEnglishinfluenceabove,orfromLatinbelow.

Third,therearewhatseemtobelinguisticallyindependentcrea-

tionsof"face"> p̀restige':

031 Latinsalvofy10nte"Saveface"̀unblushing;unashamed'

032 Latinfronsurbana"urbaneface"àssurance;impudence'
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033 ArabicyabyaQduJujûh"whitenface'‥distinguishoneself'

034 Arabicywau)u)idwujûh"blackenface"̀disgraceoneself'

035 Kwakiutlq'eLsem "rottenface'‥onewhogivesnopotlatch;

dishonored'.

Horace(65-8B.C.E.)extendedLatinfylDnS̀forehead;countenance;face'

tomeanìmpudent;shameless',andJuvenal(fl.100)warned(Sati7ue2:8),

"Frontinullafl'des," Appearancesarenottrustworthy.Latinbor-

rowedafewChinesewords,12butthereisnoevidencethatfronswas

semanticallySinicized.Arabicwajh'face;front;surface;aspect'hasa

derivativewuju-hmeaning'honor;dignity;esteem;influence'usedin

antonymous033-34 b̀lack/white'expressionswithoutanyChineseor

Japanesecolorfulparallels.TheKwakiutl,aWakashan-speakingpeople

ofBritishColumbia,havethewordq'elsem"rottenface"'stingypotlach-

giver;onewhogivesnofeast'.AccordingtoMauss:

KwakiutlandHaidanoblemenhavethesamenotionof̀face'asthe

Chinesemandarinorofficer.Itissaidofoneofthegreatmythical

chiefswhogavenofeastthathehada'rottenface'.Theexpres-

sionismoreaptthanitiseveninChina;fortoloseone'sfaceisto

loseone'sspirit,whichistrulythef̀ace',thedancingmask,the

righttoincarnateaspiritandwearanemblemortotem.Itisthe

veritablepersonawhichisatstake,anditcanbelostinthepotlatch

justasitcanbelostinthegameofgift一giving,inwar,orthrough

someerrorinritual.(1954:38,cf.105)

12.ClassicalLatinborrowedseyicum'silk'fromChinese(Yuan1981,1982),and
laterdevelopedsetinus'silkycloth;satin'andsan'ca'serge'(seei4.4).Latin
facie-S̀face;countenance'< f̀orm;shape;appearance'evolvedintoRomance
f̀ace'wordsextendedtomeanh̀onor;prestige':ItalianjTaccia,FrenchjTace,
andPortuguesejTace.
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SincethereiseffectivelynohistoricalpossibilityofKwakiutlborrowing

f̀ace;prestige'fromChinese,q'e由emisaperfectexampleofindependent

lexicaldevelopment.

Evenwhenthereisnolexicographicattributionofloanwords,

terminologicalanaloguesareevident.Forinstance,thevivid"faceinthe

mud"imageintheRussianliconHI10 f̀ace'029collocationcompares

withEnglishjling/thy10Wmud(atsomeone),andwith"dirt"inC56ya'n-

miatnsayodzt顔面掃地 or"mud"inJ540moteniduoonuni面に泥を塗る,

J61由uraniduoonuru面に泥を塗る,andJ73kaonidoy100nuYu顔に

泥を塗る.InanalogywitheHy10nte7y(< Latinex ẁithout'+ Irons

'countenance',13cf.031-2),"nothavingface"means'shameless;impudent'

inRumanian022ajij671ayOb71a'Z,ChineseC68m勿′6uliayn没有験 orC29
meJlyoyumiaLnzi没有面子,andJapaneseJ6menboku-nai面目ない orJ80

kaoganai顔が無い.Itcanbedifficulttodeterminewhethersuch

cross-linguistic"face"similitudesareinventionsoradaptations.

4.2 An''lnvisibJe"Loanword

JohnOrr(1953)coinedtheterm"invisibleexports"todescribehow

Frenchforme,ouuerte,andcourirborrowedthesportsmeaningsof

Englishform,open,andrun.Chineselosefaceisanimperceptible

Englishimportbecauseitappearstobeanintrinsically"logical"semantic

growthfrom [upon?]face,andnotavisibleforeignborrowing.14 This

13.Putonafy10ntandejfronte7yderivefromLatinfy10nSf̀orehead;counte-
nance;impudence'(cf.032)andare"facially"synonymouswithfont)a7d.
14.TheinapparentEnglish<ChinesesemanticloanjTacep̀restige'sharply
contrastswithitssynonymousEnglish<Hindiloanwordizzat.In1895,
Kiplingintroducedizzath̀onor;prestige'intoEnglishfrom Hindi'izzat
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face'prestige;status'loanis,ChanandKwok(1985:60)explain,"so

firmlyestablishedintheEnglishvocabularythattheaveragenative

speakerisunawareofitsChineseorigin."

Asthemostexpressivehumanbody-part,thefaceunconsciously

reveals̀blushing;shame',butwhendeliberatelycontrolledindicates̀un･

blushing;shameless'.ThisisaspecialcaseofwhatLakoffandJohnson

(1980:37)call"thefacefortheperson"metonymy.Unlikeshamethatis

discernibleonsomeone'sface,shamelessnessisafigurative(andsome-

whatfalse)"face."'Shame-shameless'and'dishonor-honor'are"grada-

ble"antonymsclassifiableindegrees,e.g.,sh-ghtly/veり aShamed.These

twoscaleshaveconcurrent̀shame;blushing'and̀shameless;unblushing'

endpointsin"facial"semanticspace.

Divergentlexiconsuse"redface"toexpressthefirstsemantic

focalpointofs̀hame;dishonor'andresultantb̀lushing';forinstance,

ItalianrossoinvゐO,Malaymerahmuka,Chinesemiatnh6ng面紅 ～ liavn-

h6ng腺紅,Japanesesekimen赤面,15orEnglishPled-faced.16 Thislexical

fieldisexpressiveof,butnotalwaysdeterminedby,emotionalphysioL

h̀onor'(<Arabic'izzah g̀lory;strength').AlthoughbothjTaceandizzatare

borrowingsmeaningh̀onor',face(appeariTgtobe"native"English)isfar
morecommonthanizzat(appearingphonemlCallyforeign).Comparedwitha

loanwordlikechopsuey§3A,losefacedoesnotseemimportedl
15.Japanesehasawealthofpoetictermsinthislexicalfield,e.g.,kaoni
momlj'iochi71m 顔に紅葉を散らす"scatterredleavesonface"̀blush',kaoni
hiotaku顔に火をたく"makeafireontheface"̀blush;ashamed',kaokwa
higadmL顔から火が出る"firecomesfromtheface"̀veryashamed'.
16.ModernEnglishshame-facedisaconsequenceofface'sstrong'shame'
association;facedoriginallywas-fast,OldEnglishsceamjTaestliterallymeant
"fast/firm(asifheldby)shame."
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ogy.Red-facedoverlapssemanticfieldsfor'blush;ashamed'and'flush;

angry'(cf.seePledandyledu)ithangerwithnear-synonymswhitefacedand

livid<'bluish').Althoughthelexicaloppositeofblushingisunblushing;

thecardiovascularoppositeoft̀urnred;blush;flush'is t̀urnwhite;

blanch;pale'.

Thesecondsemanticfocusof̀shameless;honorable;unblushing'

hasmoreEnglishlexicalizationsthanthefirstof̀shame'.Amongbody-

partsfigurativelymeaningàudacity'inEnglish(e.g.,havethenerve/gall/

balk/guts),face,asdiscussedin§3.1,canmeanp̀retentious;audacious;

impertinent',forinstance,havetheface(todosomething)orbrazen-faced.

WhileChineseandJapaneseuse"thickface"toexpressìmpudence;

audacity',Englishfigurativelyusesfacialparts:cheek～ cheeky,don't

givemeanylip/mouth,thumb/turnupone'snoseat,andlookdownone's

nose.Theproboscisprominentlymeans'pride,Ivanity;conceit'inmany

lexicons.Englishhaveone'snoseupintheairissynonymouswith

Japanesehandgatakai鼻が高い "noseishigh"̀proud;vain'andMalay

hidungtinggi"nosetall/high"àrrogant;conceited'.HNose"meaning

p̀ride'maybeevenmorewidespreadthan"face"meaningp̀restige'.

Anylanguagethatborrows̀face;prestige'enrichesitsvocabulary

andimprovessemanticprecision.WhenfaceacquireditsSinitic'pres-

tige;honor'sense,itfilledalexical/semanticgapintheEnglishlexicon.

TheChinesehassuppliedaspecific̀name'forat̀hing'embodying

qualitiesnotexpressedorpossiblynotfullyexpressed,byanumber

oftermsinEnglish.Theaptnessofthefigurativeextensionhas

probablyalsoplayedapart.(°hanandKwok,1985:61-62)

ThenearestEnglishsynonymsoftheaptfigurativefaceareprestige,
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honor,yle申ect,dl'gni&,status,reputation,socialacceptance,orgoodname.

Ho(1975:874-880)explainshow f̀ace'isamorebasicmeaningthan

s̀tatus',̀dignity',or̀honor'. P̀restige'appearstobesemanticallyclosest

tòface',howeverapersoncanbesaidtohavefacebutnotpyleStl'ge,OrVice

versa.Prestigeisnotnecessary;onecaneasilylivewithoutit,but

hardlywithout"face."

4.3 ASociolinguisticUniversal

F̀ace;prestige'Wordsarelinguisticallyfundamental.People"are

human,"AgassiandJarvie(1969:140)believe,"becausetheyhavefaceto

carefor-Withoutittheylosehumandignity."

Thereisafalsemyththat"face"ispeculiartotheChineserather

thanaforceineveryhumansociety.AccordingtoEberhard,

Itismainlyinthewritingsofforeignersthatwefindthestress

uponshameinChinesesociety;itistheywhostatedthatthe

Chineseweretypicallyafraidof"losingtheirface."(1967:119)

TwolexicographicexamplesofthisprejudicearetheOED'S(El)loseface

definitionreferringtoHcontinualdevicesamongtheChinesetoavoid

incurringorinflictingdisgrace";andANeu)PracticalChinese-English

Dictionaり'S(C42)qtngmiaLn情面 translationequivalentof"face(anin-

tangiblecommodityparticularlyvaluedbyorientals)." Hodebunksthis

mythbecause:

Thepointisthatfaceisdistinctivelyhuman.Anyonewhodoes

notwishtodeclarehissocialbankruptcymustshowaregardfor

face:hemustclaimforhimself,andmustextendtoothers,some

degreeofcompliance,respect,anddeferenceinordertomaintain

aminimumlevelofeffectivesocialfunctioning.Wh ileitistrue
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thattheconceptualizationofwhatconstitutesfaceandtherules

governingfacebehaviorvaryconsiderablyacrosscultures,the

concernforfaceisinvariant.Definedatahighlevelofgenerality,

theconceptoffaceisauniversal.(1975:881-2;cf.Brownand

Levinson1978:66-7)

LexicalcomparisonrevealspredictableEast/Westsociolinguisticdiffer

encesintheimportanceof=face." ChineseandJapanesehavenearlyone

hundred f̀ace;prestige'collocationseach,morethanmostOccidental

languages,andthesetwoOrientalcultureshighlyesteem "face." The

disparitycanbeexplainedwithlexico-history;Chinesehasbeenusing

anddevelopingf̀ace;prestige'lexemesformorethantwenty-fivecen-

turies,andJapaneseformorethantwelve,butEuropeanlanguages(e.g.,

FrenchandEnglish)onlybeganimportingitinthelastcentury.

Whatexactlydoessociological"face"mean?Despiteaccepting

thecanardthat"face"isuniquelyChinese,AgassiandJarvieexplain:

Adecisivedifferencebetweeneastandwestinthismatter,how-

ever,isthatinthewestwegainstatus,notface.Alavishwedding

reception,abigcar,ahandsomegifttocharity,thefriendshipofa

bigshot,afamiliaritywithwesternworldlyways,alltheseand

manymorecangainapersonsocialassets.Intheeasttheseare

mattersofface,whichisstatusplussomethingelse,likedignity.

Inthewestthesewouldconstitutemattersofstatusalone,hardly

ofdignity.Sowhileinthewest̀losingface'(beinghumiliated)

Seemstobesimilartowhatitisintheeast,̀gainingface',tobegin

with,andconsequentlythespecialsyndromeof也einstitutionof

faceasitisfoundinHongKong,isnotthesameasin血ewest.

(1969:139)
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If"face"is"statusplussomethingelse,likedignity,"thenwhatelse?

Lin(1935:200)said"Facecannotbetranslatedordefined";but

herearefourgooddefinitions:

① Thetermfacemaybedefinedasthepositivesocialvaluea

personeffectivelyclaimsforhimselfbythelineothersassumehe

hastakenduringaparticularcontact.Faceisanimageofself

delineatedintermsofapprovedsocialattributes.(Goffman1955:

213)

② Faceistherespectabilityand/ordeferencewhichapersoncan

claimforhimselffromothers,byvirtueoftherelativepositionhe

occupiesinhissocialnetworkandthedegreetowhichheisjudged

tohavefunctionedadequatelyinthatpositionaswellasacceptably

inhisgeneralconduct.(Ho1975:883)

③ Faceisasenseofworththatcomesfromknowingone'sstatus

andreflectsconcernwiththecongruencybetweenone'sperfor一

manceorappearanceandone'srealworth.(Huang1987:71)

④ [Face]issomethingthatisemotionallyinvested,andthatcan

belost,maintained,orenhanced,andmustbeconstantlyattended

toininteraction.Ingeneral,peoplecooperate(andassumeeach

other'scooperation)inmaintainingfaceininteraction,suchcooper-

ationbeingbasedonthemutualvulnerabilityofface.(Brownand

Levinson1978:66)

Thus,"face"means̀sociodynamicvaluation',alexicalhyponymofwords

meaningp̀restige;dignity;honor;respect;status'.

MartinYangandHuangShuanfanhaveprovidedtwomoreempiri-

caldefinitionsofChinese"face." Yang(1945:167-179)analyzedeight
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sociologicalfactorsinlosing/gainingface:thekindsofequalitybetween

thepeopleinvolved,theirages,personalsensibilities,inequalityinsocial

status,socialrelationship,consciousnessofpersonalprestige,presenceof

awitness,andtheparticularsocialvalue/sanctioninvolved.Huang

experimentallyinvestigatedtherelativeimportanceofthree"semantic

prototypes"involvedinlosingmiaLnzi面子,concluding(1987:81)thatHⅩ

consideredactYimproper"wasthemostimportantelementofthe

paradigm,"ⅩdidactYwhichfailedtoattainX'sgoal"isthesecond

most,and"PerformanceofactYwaspublicknowledge"istheleast

important.Yang'sand Huang'ssocio-/psycho-linguisticapproaches

havewider(unhyphenated-)linguisticramifications.

AdrienneLehrer(letterof87/1/25)pointedoutthatincurrent

linguistictheory,"face"hasgonefromsociolingui!ticsviaGoffman(1955,

1956)andBrownandLevinson(1978)intotheoreticalsemanticsviaAllen

(1986).Manycommunicativebehaviorsarereadilyexplicableinterms

ofmutual"face"considerations.Allenpostulated"face"tobeanessen-

tialelementofalllanguageinterchanges,andclaimed:

Asatisfactorytheoryoflinguisticmeaningcannotignorequestions

offacepresentation,norotherpolitenessphenomenathatmaintain

thec0-Operativenatureoflanguageinterchange.(1986:10)

Withever-increasingtheoreticalsignificancebeingattributedto"face,"

linguistsshouldnotoverlooktheChineseoriginsofface'prestige'.

4.4 SuggestionsforResearch

Thisstudyisnotconcluded,Theoriginalplanwastoanalyzehow

JapaneseandEnglishsemanticallyborrowed"face"from Chinese.

However,theunexpecteddiscoverythatmany,ifnotmost,lexiconshave
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"face"> p̀restige;honor'expressionscallsforfurtherresearchbefore

anyconclusionscanbemade.Sometopicsforinvestigationaresuggest-

ed.

◎ WhatweretheprecisediachronicdevelopmentsinChineseand

Japanese?ComparedwiththewelトdocumenteddatesforEnglishHface"

wordsEl･5,thefirstusagesofmanyOrientaltermsremainuncertain.

Only13% ofC1-98and66% ofJ1-89havedatedorigins.Theforth-

comingcompletionoftheHanyudacidian漢語大詞典 willhelptoclarify

theChinesehistory(seetheP.S.).

◎ Howdoes"face"differacrossChinesedialects?Hu(1944:55)

notesthatmiaお面replaceslidn腺inmanySoutherndialects,andinthe

YangtzeValley,peopleuseCIOmiatnpth6u面皮厚 (Tsuji1987:160)for

C951iavnpth6u腺皮厚.

◎WillModernChineseback-forma"saveface"loanbasedupon
aforeignmodelasitdidforHserge"? Se7geOriginallyreferredtoa

silkenfabric,thenameofwhichcame(throughLatin,cf.§4.1)from

Chinesesi-<si<*sl'∂g糸 s̀ilk'(Yuan1982:147-8).However,Owingto

semanticdifferentiationandculturalprestige,thisEuropean"silk"word

wasback-loanedintoChineseasbl)'l-嘩磯 s̀erge'<FrenchbeZ'ge(Gaoand

Liu1958:64).

◎ Whatcultural/linguisticdifferencesexistforsimilarfacial

ideations? Forexample,theideaof"metal[i.eリh̀ard']face"meaning

ìmpudence;audacity'i岳alloyedwith:ironinChineseC12tieymiatnpt鉄面

皮 andJapaneseJ25tetsumenPi鉄面皮,bronzeinEnglishbrazenfaceand
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Italian017facciadibylDnZO,andtin/pewterinSpanishandPortuguese

020ca71aeStanhada.

◎ Whatarethemostuniversalcollocationsoffigurative"face"?

"Twofaced"meaning'duplicitous;deceitful'issocommon(e.g"Chinese

liavngmiaLn両面,Malaydudmuka,Rumaniandouafete,andSpanishduds

cwas)thatitwouldbenotableforitsabsencefromalexicon.

◎Do"losing"and"savingface"haveanyinherentpatternsof
orderingliketheuniversallexicalization(Brown1977)of"tree"before

"shrub"?EnglishEllosefaceandFrench010peydrelafaceborrowed

p̀restige'fromChineseinthelastcentury;andbothlanguagesnowfavor

"saving"overtheoriginal"losingface." Canitbepredictedifandwhen

languagessuchasMalayorPolishthatsay"loseface"(04and026)but

not"saveface"willcoinantonymousexpressions?

◎ Whatarethediachronicsoffigurative"facial"developmentsP

ThewidelexicalfieldsofJapaneseandChinese,withatleast98and89

1exemesrespectively,offerexcellentcomparativebasesbecausethey

havebeencontinuouslyusingHface"collocationsfrom theirearliest

writtenperiods.(Isthetwenty-twoyearsEnglishtooktodevelopsaveface

afterborrowinglosefaceatypicaltime?)

◎How ubiquitousare f̀ace'> p̀restige;honor'extensionsP
The§4.1examplesfromsixteenlanguagesarearandomsampling,nota

thoroughanalysis.BesidesChinese,Arabic,Latin,andKwakiutl,how

manylanguageshaveindependentlydevelopedf̀ace;prestige'meanings?

Whichlanguagesborroweditdirectlyfrom Chinese,andwhichfrom
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secondarynon-Chinesesources?

Chinese"face"hasachievedexceptionallywideinternationalcur-

rency,andthispaperisafirstlinguisticsteptowardscomparative

analysis.LuXunwrote:

Butwhatisthisthingcalledface?Ⅰtisverywellifyoudon'tstop

tothink,butthemoreyouthinkthemoreconfusedyougrow.

(1934,1959:129;cf.Ho1974:240,1975:867)

Futureinterdisciplinarystudieswillbeabletoclearuptheconfusion

about"thisthingcalledface."

POSTSCRIPT:Additional"face"datahasrecentlybecomeavail-

able.However,ratherthanreorganizethisalreadyoverlongstudy,two

finalillustrationsaregiven.First,theHanyudacidian漢語大詞典 1ists

somevariantsthatpreviousdictionarieshaveoverlooked:

liaynzi勝子 "face"̀prestige'[cf.C57andC13]

lidynbdo股薄 "facethin"̀diffident;bashful'[cf.C96]

lidynxiayo腺小 "facesmall"̀ashamed;dishonored'[cf.C79]

miaLnzl'xiayo面子小 "facesmall"̀ashamed;dishonored'[cf.C92]_

Thishistoricaldictionarynotesfurtherclassicalcitations(e.g.,C57liayn

腺 firstmeansr̀espect;prestige'intheca.1400Shuihuzhuan水済博

"TaleoftheMarshes"[cf.C36],andC71zuo7ian作勝 originatesinthe
1791Hongloumeng紅楼夢 "Dream oftheRedChamber");aswellas

modernusages(e.g.,the1935Lu路 "Road"byMaoDun茅盾 usesC97

hoiuiaynpt厚腺皮 andC581idynneLn勝敗).Second,Oey'sstudyofMalay

"psychoICOllocations"lists(1990.･157)thesemuka "face"expressions

(compare04-07)for̀shame;prestige':

tebalmuka～ mukatebal"thickface"'unashamed;thick-skinned'
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[cf.C10,C50,J23,J67,etc.]

mukatembok/dinding"facewall"Limpudent;insolent'

mukakayu"facewood"Eimpudent;unabashed;knowingnoshame'

mukapapan"faceboard"̀impudent;unabashed;shameless'

can-muka"seekface"'flatter,fishforacompliment'

mengambilmuka"takeface"'wheedle;flatter'lcf.C22]

membuatmuka"makeface"'flatter;receivepraise'lcf.C71]

memben-muka"giveface"̀encourage;givefaceto;notembarrass

someone'[cf.C18,C65,C78,J8,011]

menyembunyZkanmuka"hideface"̀hideone'sembarrassment'[cf.

J44]

bunLkmukacermindibelah"rottenface,mirrorsplit"b̀laming

someoneelseforone'sownmistakes'[cf.035]

bermuka-muka"havingface-face"'feign;pretend'lviz.06].

Clearly,theprospectsforstudying"face"arebright.
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