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THEIDENTITYOFTHEAUTHORAS

EVIDENCEDINTHENARRATIVEOF

FREDERICKDOUGLASS,ANAMERICAN

SLAVE,WRITTENBYHIMSELF

DIANECAMMARATA

Ihaveseendarkhoursinmylife,andlhaveseenthe

darknessgraduallydisappearing,andthelightgradually

increaslng.

FrederickDouglass,7December1890

ThelifeofFrederickDouglassispartofthelegendof

America.

JohnF.Kennedy

Thispaperisnotsimplyanaccountoftheodysseyofaslaveboy

who"madegood"byacquiringliteracy,self-identityandfreedomagainst

indomitableodds.Otherwritershaveexploredthistriadtheme.The

criticalquestionformeconcernstheidentityoftheman,Frederick

Douglass.WasDouglassacreationofwhiteculture? Washearecrea-

tionoftheauthorinhisseveralautobiographies? Washehisown

person? Sincehislifewasoneofnegationandcontinuousrebellion,was

heevertrulyfree? Whoisthemanhidingbehindthemasksoflitter-

ateur,self一madecitizenandfreedman? ThesearethequestionsIhave

chosentoexplore.

Onepopulartheorypresentedbyscholarsisthatanundeniable

culturalmixexistedinAmericaduringthehistoricalperiodmarkedby

slavery.NativeAfricansandtheirAmerican-bornoffspringwereable

toretaincertainAfricanisms,assumedsomeAmericanisms,putitall
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togetherandcreatedanAfrican-American-ism.ItappearsthatDouglass

belongstothistradition.Eventhoughheassumedthecharacteristicsof

thewhitecultureforsurvival,asdidsomanyotherslaves,heemployed

thesecharacteristicsforhisownlliterarypurposes.Insodoinghe

createdanAfricanAmericanliterarylegacy.Itisgenerallyaccepted

thatthenationalbiographeroftheUnitedStatesisBenjaminFranklin

whoestablishedinhisautobiographythemostcompleteandlaudatory

textofthetypicalAmericanlifestory,thesel圭mademan.However,if

Franklin istheAmericanbiographer,thenFrederickDouglassmust

similarlyrepresentthesameimagefortheAfrican-Americanliterary

traditionbecauseDouglass'slavenarrativeisthemostcompletelyrepre-

sentativeinthisgenre.Whilechroniclingtheeffortsofablackmanto

attainhisidentityinaculturethatreducedhimtosubhumanlevel,the

documentisafoundingoneintheAfricanAmericantradition.

ThecomfortablefitofDouglass'textwithintheFranklingridwork

isevidentfrom thetitle,NarylatiueoftheLzfeofFrederickDouglass,

WrittenbyHz'mself.TheoriginaltitleofFranklin'sautobiographywas

Memoiresdelavieprivee'deBenjaminFranklin,ecritsparlui-meme.

AfterFranklin'sdeaththisbookwaspublishedinEnglishin1793asThe

PrivateLtfeof theLateBenjaminFranklin…Originally Written by

HimselfandNou)Translatedfrom theFrench.Laterthatsameyear

thistextbecameWorksoftheLateDoctorBenjaminFmnklinConsisting

ofHZsLifeWrittenbyHt'mselfTogetherwithEssays,Humorous,Moral

andLiteyla7y,ChiejTyintheManneroftheSpectator.Therecurringtag

lineinthesethreetitlesisessentialtoDouglass'title,justasitisessential

lSeeJamesOlney,"AutobiographicalTraditionsBlackandWhite,"in
Autobiograp勿/:EssaysTheweticalandCritical.
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tothetitlesofmanyslavenarratives.However"writtenbyhimself"

wasmoremeaningfulwhenattachedtoDouglass'titlethanwhenaffixed

toFranklin'snarrative.Thewords"writtenbyhimself"inDouglass'

titleareproudtestamentbytheauthortohisachievingsuccessand

power.Thispridefulboastisexcusablewhenoneconsidershowrestric-

tivewereconditionsin1835foralearnedformerslavetowritehisway

tofreedom.ItwasobvioustotheeighteenthcenturyAmericanreader

thatFranklin,asigneroftheDeclarationoflndependenceandmany

otherfoundingdocuments,wascapableofwritinghisownlifestory.But

sincethewhitecultureneverintendedthataslaveshouldlearntoread

andwriteandthuspossessthepowerofpennlnghisownnarrative,let

alonedeclarehisfreedomandindependence,aformerslavewassuspect

astheauthorofhisowntext.NonethelessDouglassprovedhisstoryto

beauthentic.

Sinceitspublicationin1845theNarylatiueoftheLifeofFrederick

Douglass,anAmericanSlaveWrittenbyHt.mselfisunchallengedasthe

classicslavenarrative.WhileBenjaminFrankliniscreditedwithestab-

lishingthetraditionalAmericanrags-to-richesstory,Douglass'narrative

ismoreprofound.Itchroniclesthetranscendenceofablackslavefrom

subhumanleveltothatofstunningorator,journalistandpoliticalrights

activistofthenineteenthcentury.LikeFranklin'sAutobiograp勿/the

narrativeofDouglassisafoundingdocumentintendedtomotivate.Ⅰn

Douglass'caseitwastoleadslavestowardfreedomandtoplayarolein

makingslaveryabhorrenttoitsvictims.Yetitwentstillfurther.

WhiletheNarylativeassertedthefreedom ofAmericanslavesasthe

Declarationoflndependencebadnot,itexposedatthesametimethe

cannibalismofawhiteculturewhichconsumedhumanfleshforeconomic

gain.TheNarrativewasaliteraryactofaggressionagainstwhiteslave
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holders.NothinginFranklin'Stextmatchesthisdespitethefactthatit

attackedwhiteAmericanindependencefrom Europeancolonization.

Douglass'textfurtherestablishedtheliterarytraditionofautobiography

amongsouthernblackwritersfocuslngOnthetriplethemesofliteracy,

identityandfreedom.

ItispossibletoretitletheNarrative.Forinstanceitcouldbe

calledthePortylaitofanArtistonhisOdysseyTou)ardLiteywy,Political

andPersonalFreedom.YetthekeywordstothetitlebelongtoDoug-

1ass'"WrittenbyHimself." Theabilitytopenthesewordswaswonat

greatprice.WhenDouglassreachedtheendofhisjourney,hehad

attainedintellectual,politicalandgenderedparitywiththeworldofthe

whitemiddleclass.Asachildhelearnedthatthekeytothisparitywas

literacy.Alongthewayheconqueredenemiesandobstaclesalikeby

usingself-disciplineandrestraint.Whenhereachedfreedom inthe

North,Douglasssoughtfullreleaseinlanguagewhichtestifiedtoman's

abilitytoachieveindependencedespitetherootsofilliteracy.Inhislife

storyDouglassrecreatedhimselfasbeprogressedfromslavetoexslave

tofreedman.Alwayspresentwastheinsistentsearchforvoice,andfor

controlofthatvoiceasanoutsiderinawhiteworldstrugglingtocome

totermswithwhitevaluesandmores.Peculiartomebecauseofits

absencefromthelifestoryisanyexpressionoffilialattachment.

"Thewhitechildrencouldtelltheirages.Icouldnot,"Douglass

writes(Narrative18).Inasocietywheremostchildrenknewtheirbirth

datesaswellasthenamesoftheirfathers,Douglasswasignorant.

Rumorwithintheslavecompoundwasthattheslavemasterhimselfhad

fatheredDouglass,butthiswasneverproven.Ifsuchwerethecase

theirscouldhavebeennothingmorethanamostunnnaturalrelationship.

Nonetheless,withoutafathertheboyhadnoidentity.Hismother,
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HarrietBailey,wasknowntotheboy.Atleast,hesawherafewtimes

beforeherdeath.Theyhadbeenseparatedbythemaster/sireshortly

afterDouglass'birthwhenHarrietwashiredoutbythemaster/siretoa

nearbyfarmer.Thiscruelpracticeofseparatingoffspringandmothers

wascommonlyusedbywhitemasterstothwartthenaturalbonding

betweenmotherandchild(Christian692).Thefew occasionswhen

HarrietmethersonwerenocturnalencountersbecauseHarrietslipped

awayfromthefarmafterdarktoavoiddetection.(Thepeneltyforbeing

caughtwasaseverewhipping.)Eachtimethetwometinthismanner

themotherwasgonebeforethechildawakenedtobebackinthefields

beforesunup.AfterherdeathwhenyoungDouglasswasaboutseven

yearsold,heclaimednottohavefeltthelossofapersonhebarelyknew.

EachofthefourtimesthemotherismentionedintheNarrativeDouglass

regrets,notthatshedied,butcallouslythatshediedwithoutrevealinghis

patrimony.Consideringthecircumstancesofhisconception,therapeof

slavemotherbythemaster,itisreasonabletoassumethatthenameof

thefatherofherchildwasabhorrenttoHarrietBailey.Thiswas

undoubtedlyherreasonforwithholdinghisfather'sidentityfromherson.

AccordingtoBarbaraChristiantheblackfieldslavewhose

mulattobabyistakenfromhertoberaisedinthegreathouse,aswas

Harriet'syoungDouglass,hadmixedemotions."Thebirthofsucha

childheightenedtheemotionalpainofbeingaslave."Onapracticallevel,

theblackfieldslavemusthavewonderedabouttheloyaltyofhermulatto

child(693).Douglasslaterreplayedthedramaofhischildhoodby

attemptingtoreplacethemotherfigurewithaseriesofwomenbeginning

withSophieAuldandendingmanyyearslaterwithhissecondwife,both

ofwhomwerewhitewomen.ⅠnthecaseofHarriet,thenaturalmother/

Sonrelationshipwasimpoverishedandunnatural.Hismother'sdeath
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deprivedDouglassofanidentity,birthdate,familynameandfamily

structure.Thelittlemulattoboyobservedfirsthandthecultureofthe

whiteworldasahouseslave,aprivilegedeniedtofieldsaves.Thecodes

ofthesou也erncastesystemcreatedtheseslaverestrictions.Inapproxi一

matelyfifteenyearshoweverDouglassprovedhimselfanaptobserverof

whitemannersandcustomswhenhebecameanaccomplishedspeaker

andwriterinthesameworldhehadonceservedasslave.Yetbecause

ofhisrhetoricalapproachtolanguage,Douglasshasbeenaccusedby

criticsofacceptingtheperspectivesaswellasthelanguageof2thewhite

oppressor.Whiletheremaybesometruthhere,thisisnotatotallyfair

accusation.Inthe1800'stherewerenobooksorexamplesofAfrican

AmericanscholarshipavailabletoDouglassthatcouldsuggestalterna-

tivestowhitescholarship,theonlyculturetowhichhehadbeenexposed

otherthantheslaveculture.hordertosurviveintheSouthhehadto

learnwhiterhetoric.AndbecauseDouglasswasanexceptionalmanit

wasinevitablethathisrhetoricassumetheacculturationofthedominant

societyforsurvivalratherthanthatoftheAfricanAmericanfreeculture.

Nothingexiststosuggestthatanotherslavecouldnothavedonethe

same,butDouglasswasaloneinthisaccomplishment.

HoweverthereisonemomentintheNarrativewhenDouglass

deliberatelycalleduponanestablishedAfricanAmericanculture.This

occurredwhenhedescribedthesongsofthefieldslavesreturningtothe

greathousefrom outlyingfarms.Theirtoneswerejubilantwhenthey

weremostoppressedandmournfulwhentheywerehappy,anopposition

2ReadAlbertE.Stone,IdentityandArt,1973;ThomasCouser,American
BiogYlaPky,1979;JamesOlney,HIWasBorn,''1985;andJohnSekora,Comprehen-
dingSlave7y,1985.
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tothewhiteculturetowhichtheNarylatiueotherwiseascribes.What

Douglasssuggestedabouttheslavesongsisthelittle-understoodcredoof

theAfrican-Americancultureinwhichsurvivaldemandedthataslave

maskratherthanprojecthistruefeelings,whichposestheproblemof

reality.Whatorwhoisrealinthiskindofsociety? Whendoesaman

knowthatheisbeingtruetohimself? Theneedtobeconstantlyon

guardorinastateofrebellioncreatessomeonewhoisnotrealhiding

behindthemask.Thiscredoaccountsinpartforthestereotypical

reasoningofawhiteculturewhichmaintainedthatallblackswere

deceitfulandhencenottobetrusted.Douglassillustratedtheslave's

ambivalencetowardhonestywithanincidentintheNar71atiuewhella

slave,returnlngtOthegreathouseafteraspellonanoutlyingfarm,

encounteredhismaster,CaptainLloyd,whom hefailedtorecognize.

Queriedabouttheinherentgoodnessofhismastertheslavetoldthetruth

abouthismaster'scruelty.Asa"reward"forhishonestyhewassold

downriver,afatewhichsignifiedtheslave'sdoom.Obviouslycertain

virtuesofhonestyanddirectnesswerenotpermissibleunderthecondi-

tionsofslaverywhentobehonestanddirectmeantdeathorworse(being

solddownriver)fortheslave.Meanwhilewhiteslaveholderscontinued

tomisunderstandtheslavesongs.Uponhearingthejoyoustonesoftheir

songstheyfeltjustfiedinownershipbelievingtheyhadbroughthappiness

tothesoulsoftheirunfortunatevictims.Slavesocietywasaschizo-

phreniconeandcreatedpeoplewholivedduplicitouslives.Thiswasas

trueofblacksasofwhites,ofwomenasofmen.

EachincidentintheNarrativewascarefullyselectedtomarkthe

passageofDouglasstheslavetofreedomthroughliteracy.Oneparticu-

larepisodeintheNarrativerecountstheprecisemomentwhenyoung

Douglassbecomesawareofthepoweroflanguage.Whentheboywas
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broughtintothegreathouseasslavetotheyoungmaster,Mrs.Auld,the

youngmaster'smother,beganteachingthetwoboystheirletters.This

wasDouglass'firstencounterwithliteracy,howeverbeforelongher

husbandcautionedthekindlywomantodiscontinuethispracticebecause,

"Learningwouldspoilthebestniggerintheworld…itwouldforeverunfit

himtobeaslave."(Narrative47)Auld'Swordsoverheardbytheboymade

cleartheirmeanlngtOhim.Douglasstellshisreader:

From thatmomentlunderstoodthepathwayfrom

slaverytofreedom…Iwasgladdenedbytheinvaluable

instructionwhich,bythemerestaccident,Ihadgained

frommymaster.(47)

Astheeight-year-oldcomprehendedthestructureofslavery,hewas

instantlyawarethathistickettofreedomwasthelanguageandliterary

modeofthewhiteoppressorandhedeterminedtoacquire,however

difficult,hisfareforpassageonthefreedomtrain.Inthecourseofhis

briefnarrativeDouglassrelatesthemajorstepsofhisjourney.One,the

often-quotedaccountofhisliberatingencounterwithEdwardCovey,is

mostsignificant.AsayoungmanDouglass,highspiritedandrebellious,

wassenttoCovey'splantationtobetamedbythefamous"nigger

breaker"butthereversehappened.AtfirstDouglass'spiritwascrushed

byatorturousworkscheduleandfearofthebrutalCovey.Butsome-

howtheyoungman'sspiritwasrekindledbythesightoftallshipssailing

freelyinnearbyChesapeakeBay.Shortlyafterthetwomenhada

physicalconfrontation.OftheseexperiencesDouglasswrites,"You

haveseenhowamanwasmadeaslave;youshallseehowaslavewas

madeaman."(72)h theensuingfightDouglassemergedunbloodied,
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confidentandvictorious.OfthishesaysintheNanlatiue::

Inowresolvedthat,howeverlongimightremaina

slaveinform,thedayhadpassedforeverwhenlcould

beaslaveinfact.(8)

175

Douglass'defianceofthewhitemasterwastheturningpointinhislife.

AsheacquiredmainstreamcultureDouglasslearnedthatwhitefreedom

ispartiallydefinedbycompetitionwithothermen.TheCoveyincident

manifestedthiswhiteconcept.Itisimportantatthispointtonotethat,

intheirencounter,theslaveDouglassneverinflictedseriousbodilyinjury

onCoveyalthoughhecouldeasilyhavekilledtheman.Hiscombat,then

andforever,Wouldbeanintellectualbattleofwills;hisweapons,words.

Fromthismomenton,whileawhitemasterownedDouglass'slavebody,

henolongercontrolledhisfreespirit.Douglasshadfullyassumedthe

culturalsurvivalskillsofdeceptioninordertoliveinawhitesociety.

WhilethephysicalencounterwithCoveywasslgnificant,writing

becamevitaltoDouglass'identity.Heknew itssignificanceintwo

ways;notonlywoulditaffordhimescapeintothewhiteworld,writing

wouldenablehimlatertocreatehisownpersonhood.Thetellingwords

inthetitleofhisfirstlifestory"writtenbyhimself",proclaimDouglass'

independenceofthemajorityculture.However,longbeforeproducing

theNar71ativeDouglasswroteotherdocumentsbyhimselftoheraldhis

personalindependence.Inanabortedescapeattemptin1835Douglass

preparedpasses.Thesewerepermissionslipswrittenbywhiteslave
i
owners,toprotecttheirslavesonjourneys.Douglass'passeswerefor一

gedbyhimtoprotectthreeslavesandhimselfintheirflightotfreedom.

Theyread:
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ThisistocertifythatⅠ,theundersigned,havegiventhe

bearer,myservant,fulllibertytogotoBaltimoreand

spendtheEasterholidays.Writtenwithmineown

hand,Sc.,1835.

WilliamHamilton,nearSt.Michael'sinTalbotCounty,

Maryland.(24)

Thesewordsclearlydemonstratetheyoungman'sincreasingsenseof

languagemanipulationandindicatethedistancehetraveledsincethat

daywhenhisreadingandwritinglessonswerehalted.Itisfurther

astonishingtoreadintheNarylativethatDouglassandhiscompanions

destroyedthepassesbyeatingthemwhentheescapeplanwasexposed.

ThereforewhatDouglassreproducedinhistextyearslaterisarecollec-

tionofthewordingofthepasses.Sincethesepasseswereameaningful

steponDouglass'roadtofreedom,itisapparentthatthisrecallcannot

beafabrication.

ItwasshortlyafterarrivingintheNorththatDouglassfoundhis

publicvoiceandbeganwritingandspeakinghiswaytofreedom.This

roleaspublicfigureoriginatedinNantucket,Massachusettsin1841atan

antislaveryconventionwherehefeltmoved,forthefirsttime,toaddress

anaudienceextemporaneously.Thiswasoneofthelaststepsonhis

roadtowardfreedomandselmood.Nonthelessthepathwasstilllittered

withobstructions.Mostprimitivenarrativesarefullofthevoicesof

theirnarratorsrecallingthesubjects'ordeals.Mostarefullaswellof

othervoicesthatareintegraltothenarrative.Someofthesemaybe

actualcharactersintheaccountandassuchareessentialtothestoryof

theslaveヲsachievement.Howeverothervoicesaretherelendingsupport

andauthenticitytothewriter'stale.RobertB.SteptosuggestsinBehind
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theVeilthatallofthesevoicesestablishadialogwiththeauthorofthe

textandbecomeanintegralpartofthenarrativeuntilatlastallvoices

blendinchorusasone.Douglasswassearchingforhisownidentityso

henotonlydocumentshisslavevoicebutpresentshishistoricalselfinthe

voiceofnarrator.BeyondtheposeofnarratorDouglassarticulatesthe

voicesofparticipantandobserveraswell.Themajorroleofthe

narratorrevealsDouglass'participationandartofstorytelling,allof

whichdependforeffectasmuchuponwhathedoesnotrecountason

whathedoesrecount.

VoicesotherthanthatofDouglassappearaswell.Forinstance,

withintheframeoftheNarrativeappearsaprefacecomposedbyWilliam

LloydGarrisonaswellasaletteraddressedto"MyDearFriend"from

WendellPhillips;bothofthesemenwerefeistyAbolitionistleaders.The

preface,coupledwiththeunobtrusiveappearanceoflGarrisoninthefinal

pagesoftheNar71ative,manifestsaneatbalancingactbyDouglasswho

frameshislifestorywiththewordsoftheabolitionistsyetatthesame

timeestabiisheshisownauthoritywithinthetext.Thereexistsan

apparenttensionforcontrolofthetextbetweennarrative,supporting

prefaceandletter.Howeverwhatbindsthenarrativeisanenergy

betweentextandsupportingdocuments,inotherwordsbetweenthevoice

ofDouglassandthevoiceofothers.Theoreticallytheintroductory

documentstoaslavenarrativeguaranteedadistrustful,whitereading

publictheauthenticityoftheauthorasformerslave,buttheseparticular

documentsofGarrisonandPbillipswhichintroduceDouglass'narrative

andfurthersupportit,extendbeyondauthentificationandactually

intrudeuponthetext.Garrisonismoreconcernedwithanhistorical

accountoftheNantucketAnti･SlaveryConventionthatlaunchedDoug-

1assonthelecturecircuitandhisownplaceinthatconvention,thanwith



178 人 文 研 究 第 87 輯

Douglass'authenticityasexslave.HealmostdismissesDouglassto

writehimselfintotheaccount.Specificallyhesays,"Ishallneverforget

his(Douglass')firstspeechattheConvention." Alittlelaterhewrites,"I

roseanddeclaredthatPatrickHenry.‥nevermadeaspeechmoreelo-

quentinthecauseoffreedom…" Andagain,"Ⅰremindedtheaudience…,"

and,"Iappealedtothem.‥"(4-9)itishisowngloryandnotDouglass'to

whichhealludesinthepreface.(African-AmericanLiterature183)

Herethewords"writtenbyhimself"fromthetitlepageconveyanother

implicitandparadoxicalconnotationbeyondselfhood.AlthoughDoug-

1assflednorthtoescapethebondageofslavery,hediscoveredthereanew

kindofbondage.Theonlyroutetofreedomfortheslavewasliteracy.

Butoncetheslavebegantoexpresshimself,thesocialstructureofthe

whiteculturethatsupportedhim alsodistrustedhisexistence,which

presentedtheparadoxicalproblemofthenatureoftheexslave.Further,

GarrisonconfusedthesponsorshipofDouglassintheAbolitionistParty

withownership,exploitinghimasarepresentativeofhisownrace.He

evenattemptedtoinfluencetheexslavetospeakinthedialectofa

southernslaveratherthaninhisowncultivatedtonguetoproveto

audiencesthatDouglasshadindeedoncebeenaplantationslave.Doug-

1assfinallyalienatedhimselffromtheGarrisongroupbecauseherefused

toenslavehimselfagainbybendillgtOtheirbasedemandswhichincluded

anunwillingnessforhim,ablackman,tospeakhisownmind.This

breakwithhisGarrisonianmentorsfurtherseparatedDouglassfromthe

whiteworldwhichalreadydistrustedhimbecauseofhisfreedom,because

ofhisliteracy,andbecauseofhismixedblood.Suchaman,they

reasoned,Couldonlybeafraudsinceitwasimpossibleforaslaveto

possessDouglass'masteryoflanguageandrefinement.Atthesame

timehewastoowhiteincomplexiontobeacceptedasblack.Blacks
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distrustedhimnotonlybecauseofhisliteracybutbecauseofhisaccep-

tancebywhites.Consequently,despiteapparentfreedom,Douglasswas

nottotallyacceptedintheNorthasafreeman.Eventuallyheescaped

thisbinding"freedom"byfleeingtoRochester,New Yorkwherehe

workedindependentlyandunencumberedtopromotethecauseofblack

slavesthrough hisownnewspaper,TheNorthStar(latercalledFrederick

Douglass'Paper),andthrough hisotherwritings.

MeanwhileinhisprefacetotheNary7ativeGarrisonendednotby

referringtoDouglassortotheNarylatiue,butwithburningverbiage

designedtoignitethefireofanexcitableanti-slaverycrowdinthe

mannerofarevivalistpreacher.RatherthanguaranteeDouglass'text

asavalidslavenarrativethePrefacereestablishedGarrison'sreputation

asTheAbolitionist.NonethelessdespitethepassionofGarrison'srheto-

ric,theshapeandenergyofDouglass'textremovedthenarrativeitself

fromthedocumentsofbothGarrisonandPhillips.Theexslave'sstory

dominatesandauthenticatesregardlessofthepresenceoftheothertwo

voices.Itwastoverifyhisownexistenceandtestifytohisliteraryskills

thatDouglasswrotetheNarrative,nottosatisfytheAbolitionists.He

nolongerpermittedhimselftobecensoredordominatedbyawhite

culture."Youhaveseenhowamanismadeaslave…けheassertedinhis

narrative.Douglassbadwrittenhimselffreeofallstrictures.

UnlikeGarrison'spreface,Phillips'letter"ToMyDearFriend"

wasaddressedtoDouglass,orsooneassumes.Possiblyitwasdirected

towardthereader.Bythenatureofitsform thelettersuggestsan

equalitybetweenthewhitemanandtheblackmanonaleveloflinguis-

ticsandmoralitythatisunusual,hencethedoubtastotheaddressee.

NeverthelessDouglassidentifiedhimselfasthewriterofthenarrative

followingtheletter,bysigninghisownnameafterPhillips'signatureto



180 人 文 研 究 第 87 輯

theletter.Hefurtherestablishedhiscapabilityasalitterateurby

producingaverymovingmanuscriptdespitebeingblackanddespite

beingaformerslave.WhiletheGarrisonandPhillips'documentsarean

integralpartofthenarrative,theyremainoutsidethetext.Douglass

doesnotrequirethesetestimoniestoestablishhisliteraryidentity

becauseheincorporateshisowndocumentsintothetextwherethey

become,likethepasses,hisdeclarationofindependencefromthedomi-

nantculture.

ThelastfewlinesofDouglass'taleassumeadistinctpurpose.

Douglassrecalled the anti-slavery convention atNantucketfirst

mentionedintheprefacebyGarrison.Hiswordsbringthereaderfull

circletoGarrison'swords:

But,whileattendingananti-slaveryconventionat

NantucketonthellthofAugust,1841,Ifeltstrongly

movedtospeak,andatthesametimewasmuchurged

todosobyMr.WilliamC.Coffin,agentlemanwhohad

heardmespeakinthecoloredpeople'smeetingatNew

Bedford.ItwasaseverecrossandItookitupreluc-

tantly.ThetruthwasIfeltmyselfaslave,andtheidea

ofspeakingtowhitepeopleweighedmedown.Ispoke

butafewmoments,when‖eltadegreeoffreedom,and

saidwhatIdesiredwithconsiderableease.Fromthat

timeuntilnow,Ihavebeenengagedinpleadingthe

causeofmybrethren-withwhatsuccess,andwithwhat

devotion,Ileavethoseacquaintedwithmylaborsto

decide.(119-120)
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Thisisadelightfulmaneuverinthesenseoflinguisticbalance;

furtheritisacleverrhetoricalstratagembecauseitplacesDouglasswith

Garrisoninthesameaudiencerecallinghisownwordsattheconvention.

BythusframingtheNarrativewiththeNantucketepisodeDouglass

replacedGarrisonandbecamehisownhistorian.Intheendtheslave

whofoundhisownvoicehadlearnedtouselanguageasskillfullyasthe

majorityculture.ThePhillipsandGarrisondocumentsbecomelittle

morethanapairofdecorativebookends.Thetextisdominatedbythe

stridentvoiceofthewriterwhocontrols,notonlyhislifestory,butthe

authenticationofthatstory.

IntheAppendixwhichconcludestheNarrativeDouglassechoedthe

originalDeclarationoflndependenceindeclaringfreedomandindepen-

denceforallAmericanslavesbydefiantlyattestingtotheimmoralityof

slaveryinaChristianworld:

Sincerelyandearnestlyhopingthatthislittlebookmay

dosomethingtowardthrowinglightontheAmerican

slavesystemandhasteningthegladdayofdeliverance

tothemillionsofmybrethreninbonds-faithfully

relyinguponthepoweroftruth,love,andjustice,for

successinmyhumbleefforts-andsolemnlypledging

myselfanewtothesacredcause,-Isubscribemyself,

FrederickDouglass.(Slaveyy andLiie71aly7)

JustasDouglasspledged,subscribedandsignedhisnametohisdocument,

BenjaminFranklinandotherfoundingfathersofAmericahadpledged,

subscribedandsignedthemselvestotheexclusionaryDeclarationof

lndependencewhichofferednofreedomtoslaves.
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We,therefore,theRepresentativesoftheUnitedStates

ofAmerica,inGeneralCongress,Assembled,appealing

totheSupremeJudgeoftheWorldfortheRectitudeof

ourlntentions,do,intheName,andbytheAuthorityof

thegoodPeopleoftheseColonies,SolemnlyPublishand

DeclarethattheseUnitedColoniesare,andofRight

oughttobe,FreeandlndependentStates…Andforthe

supportofthisDeclaration,WithafirmRelianceonthe

ProtectionofDivineProvidencewemutuallypledgeto

eachotherourLives,ourFortunes,andoursacred

Honor.

[Thelistofpersonalsignaturesfollows.](8)

ThispostureofDouglassinimitationofAmerica'sfoundingdocument

wasdeliberatelyintendedtorestorethenationalidealdeniedtheblack

raceinpracticebythefoundersofthegovernment"…thatallMenare

createdEqual…"Itisthissameidealthathasinfusedtheliterarytradi-

tionofAfricanAmericanwriterssince.

NoonedoubtsthattheNanlativeestablishesDouglass'freedom

fromhumanbondage.Still,attheendofhisjourneytowardfreedom

Douglassfoundhimselffetteredagain,bothpoliticallyandsocially.

Despitehispersonaldeclarationofindependence,hewasnottrulyfreein

theemancipatedNorth.WhileDouglass'reconstructionofhisfreedom

intheNarylativewasintendedtoliberatehimforever,histextfailedto

accomplishthisdream.Emersonsuggeststhatcompleteliberationis

freedomfromallrestrictions.Douglassfoundthatsuchfreedomexists

onlyinanidealsociety.WhileDouglassprovedhimselfaneloquent,

impassionedsurvivorofnegrocide,thepublicationofhisautobiography
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endangeredthelibertyoftheexslave.Encouragedbyfriendshefledto

Europewherehespenttwoyearsabroadoftenlecturingthroughout

England,Ireland,ScotlandandWales.Itwastwowhitewomenin

irelandwhoeventuallypurchasedDouglass'indenturefrom Thomas

Auld,freeinghimtoreturntoAmerica.

InArhericahecontinuedhisworkasanactivistinBlackAmerican

affairsforseventeenyears.Whilefamousfororatoricalandspeech-

writingskills,Douglasswasajournalistatheart.Aseditorofhisown

newspapershegavethathearttothecampaignnotonlyagainstblack

slaverybutagainstanyformofenslavement,includingwomen'srights

whichhesawasinseparablefromthebroaderidealsofhumanequality

andunitytranscendingobviousbiologicalandphysiologicaldiffernces

betweenthesexes.Heviewedwomenas"fullyequal[toman]inmoral,

mentalandintellectualendowments." Asaresultwomanwas"entitled

toanequalparticipancyinallthedesignsandaccomplishmentsallotted

tomanduringhiscareeronearth"(Narrative,279)Douglassviewedall

womenasequalinnaturalrightsanddutiesregardlessofsexorrace.

Thegreatgoalofuniversalemancipationthereforenecessitatedthe

liberationofoppressedwomenaswellasoppressedracialandethnic

minorities.

TheNanlatiueofFrederickDouglassismorethananaccountofa

self一mademan.Itisaradicaldocumentmadebyonewhobeganin

slaverybutbrokethefettersandoverthrewhisoppressors.Asadecla-

rationofindependence"writtenbyhimself"thetextechoesthatearlier

nationaldocumentwhichupholdstherightofAmericanstorevoltagainst

enslavement.Douglasswasdeliberateinechoingthefinalwordsand

patternsofthenationaldocument.Moreoverthenarrativeofhispas-

sagetofreedomisquiteliketheinitialaccountoftheabusesandtrams-
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gressionsoftheKingofEngland,andtheneedforAmericanstobreak

awayfrom Britishrule.Whathadbeenwrittenintothiscountry's

foundingdocumentbutimmediatelydenied-"thatallmenarecreated

equal,"wasrewrittenbyFrederickDouglasstoasserttheconceptof

"nationMasbothAmericanandasAfricanAmerican.

ThepointhasbeenmadethatDouglass'lifestoryextendsbeyond

thelimitsofliteraryandpoliticalstatementofblackindependence,that

itisprincipallyapersonaldeclarationofindependence.Throughrheto-

ricDouglassobviouslyfreedhimselffromsouthernstrictures,fromthose

Abolitionistswhodoubtedhiscredibilityasformerslave,andfromthose

whosoughttorestricthimwithdictumslikedesiringhimtospeakin

publicwithastrongblackdialect.BywritingtheNarylativeDouglass

createdalifeforhimselfdesignedtoofferreleasefromthefateofblack

existence.However,despitehisindependentlycreatedfreedom,Doug-

1asswasnevertrulyfreebecausehewasneverfullyacceptedbythe

dominantculture.

-TheNarrativerevealsmorethanthehorrorandinhumanityof

slavery.Itrevealsthesoulsofwhitepeople:thosewhoattendedchurch

onSunday,expressedbeliefintheAmericanprinciplesofdemocracy,and

yetenslavedothers.Douglass'purposewentbeyondsheddinglighton

Americanslaverytohastenitsdemise.Itwasmuchmorepersonal.He

wishedtocreateforhimselfanidentitythathadeverbeenwithheldby

privateandpublicrestrictions.WithintheNar71ativehefreedhimself

andinsodoingcreatedamodelandliterarygenreaswellforfuture

AfricanAmericans.
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