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MIMESIS,ILLUSION,AND

ILLUMINATIONINDARKNESSVISIBLE

BYWILLIAMGOLDING

YasunoriSUGIMURA

ThecharactersdepictedbyWilliam Goldingaremoreorless

trappedbyextreme"illusions,delusions,confusions"from whichthey

haveconsiderabledifficultyextricatingthemselves.Insuchpredica-

ments,theylosetheiridentityandbecomeabsorbedwithinfantilefan-

tasies.Thisregressivesituationconfinesthem､toaworldofmimesis,

Violenceandnondifferentiation- aworlddevoidofbeauty,individuaレ

ity,ordifference.Inordertoregaintheworldofbeauty,individuality,

ordifference,theyoftenturntovictimization,astrategythatonlymakes

thingsworse.

InthisessayonDa71knessVisible,Iwilldiscussthevariouscharac-

tershurledintosuchaworld,withspecialreferencetoMatthewWin-

drove,theStanhopetwins,SimGoodchild,andSebastianPedigree,and

attempttoshowhowtheirpredicamentscanbeattributedtoaninade-

quacyofthesymbolicfunctioninstalledintheirmind.

I

Thehallucinatoryworldintowhichcharactersfallisonedeprived

ofdifferenceandcloselylinkedtoviolence.Oncethere,manyfeelillat

ease,andthusaspiretoliveinapeacefulworldrichindifferenceand

individuality.Oneofthewaystoachievethisgoalistomakeasacrifice

- tounanimouslyattributeanythingdisagreeablethatpervadesthe
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communitytoaspecificpersonorthing,andthenobliterateorostracize

thatscapegoat.Thisspecificpersonorthing,i.e.,thesacrificed,isin

somewayextraneoustotheunanimous,undifferentiating,mimeticforce.

Theextraneousnessvariesinoutwardappearance,character,behaviour,

wayofthinking,etcl.Mostimportant,acommunityrepletewith

mimeticforceshasakeensenseofdescryingwhatlittledifferencethere

existsamongitsmembers.Itisnotsurprising,therefore,thatall

membersofthecommunityseemequallylikelytobecomeasacrificial

offering.2

MatthewWindrove(Matty)appearsfromtheoutsetofthisnovel

asatypicalscapegoat.Halfofhisbodyiscoveredwithhorriblescars

leftbyburnssufferedduringthewar.Asifhisidentitybrokeinto

fragmentsamidstthespiritualcollapsepeculiartothepostwarperiod,

Matty'ssurnameisunstableandreferredtoinatleastthirteendifferent

ways(Windrave,Windrow,Windgraff,Windy,Wildwave,Winsome,

Woodrave,Wildwort,Wheelwright,Windgrave,Windrap,Windwood,and

Windgrove)bythosewhomeethim,althoughheisformallynamed

Matthew SeptimusWindroveatthehospitalwherehehasundergone

surgeryaftermiraculouslysurvivingtheaforementionedburns.An

orphanbynatureandexperiencingatighteningunionwithanurse,a

mothersubstitute,heiscutofffromanyaccesstoafather,andtherefore

tohisidentity.HeencountersSebastianPedigree,afathersubstitute

andhishomeroomteacheratFoundlingsSchool.Regrettably,however,

Pedigreeisanotoriouspederast,retainsthevestigeofinfantilesexual

1ReneGirard,TheScapegoat,tra-ns.YvonneFreccero(Baltimore:TheJohns
HopkinsUP,1989)18-19.
2TheScapegoat86.
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desire,andlivesapervertedhallucination,andisthusunabletofunction

asafather.Hefastensonaboyastheobjectofhisdesireandgoesso

farastogiveprivatelessonstoHenderson,thehandsomestpupilinhis

class.Naturally,Matty,withhalfhisbodyscarredbykeloid,isabhor-

redfromtheveryfirstbyPedigree.Mattythendefinestheperverted

hallucinationsharedbyPedigreeandHendersonas"evil,"castingacurse

uponHenderson.TheresultisthatHendersoncommitssuicide,Pedi一

greeispurgedfromtheteachingprofession,andMattyisabominatedfor

lifebyPedigree.Yet,beforelong,Mattyfindshimselfdeprivedofhis

identity,liabletobetrappedinhallucinations,asevidencedbyhispersist-

entandgraduallydeepeningqueriesaboutpersonalidentity:"WhoamI?"

HWhatamI?"and"WhatamIfor?"

Hislackofidentityisoriginallycausedbyhisinabilitytolook

squarelyathisownruinedimage.Whenaninfantfirststaresathis/her

ownreflectedimageanddiscovershis/herself,itmarks"themirror

stage,''whichisaturningpointinthedevelopmentalstageofaninfant's

mentality."Themirrorstage"("lestadedumiroir")istheperiodin

whichaninfantagedfromsixtoeighteenmonthsputsanendtothe

fusionwiththemotherandbecomesabletoidentifytheimagereflected

inthemirror.3 Beforethisstage,theinfant,fusedwiththemotherand

immersedinaworldofmimesisandnondifferentiation,cannotdistin一

guis九betweentheselfandthemother.

ThissituationiswhatJacquesLacancalls"theimaginary,"the

essenceofwhichhedefinesas"adualrelationship,areduplicationinthe

mirror,animmediateoppositionbetweenconsciousnessanditsotherin

whicheachterm becomesitsoppositeandislostintheplayofthe

3JacquesLacan,EcritsI(Paris:Seuil,1966)89-97.
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reflections."4Thisworldproducesnotonlyreliefbutalsosuffocation,

whichmakestheinfantfeeltemptedtomutilateanddestroythemother.5

Mutilatingthemotherisnoneotherthanmutilatingthereflectedimage

oftheinfant,Sothattheinfantshattersthemirrororelseevadesit.

Matty'sfragmentednamessuggestthisshatteredself-image,"thefrag-

mentedbody("co咋smwceleJ").6

Theendof"themirrorstage"coincideswith"theOedipusphase"

("lestadedel'(瓦殉)e"),wherethefatherintervenesbetweentheinfantand

themother.Thisinterventioncouldbeunderstoodasasymboliccastra-

tion.Thefatherbreakstheirunity,disappointingthechild'sdesirefor

themother.However,theproblemwith"theOedipusphase"ariseswhen

theinfantlapsesintoa"bisexualidentification,"whichmeans,according

toMarciaIan,thattheinfant,maleorfemale,Aidentifieswithboth

parents:"…aboyintheoedipalphasewouldnotonlywishtomakelove

tohismotherlikehisfather,butwouldimaglneaSWellbeinghismother

inordertobelovedbyhisfather.Wemustassumethatagirlchild

wouldexperienceananalogouslydoublesexualidentification.She

wouldnotonlywishtobepossessedbyherfather,buttobeherfatherin

ordertomakelovetohermother."7

SergeiPankeiev,psychoanalyzedbySigmundFreudin"Fromthe

HistoryofanInfantileNeurosis,"havingwitnessedhisparents'coitusin

hisinfancy,identifieswithhismother,feelsexcitementintheanalzone,

4AnikaLemaire,JacquesLacan,trans.DavidMacey(London:Routledge&
KeganPaul,1982)60.
5MelanieKlein,Love,GuiltandR勿aylationandOtherWorks1921-1945
(London:Virago,1991)308-09.
6Lacan93194.SeealsoJoelDor,Inty10duciionatlaLecturedeLacan(Paris:
Denoel,1985)99-100.
7MarciaIan,RememberingthePhallicMother.･Psychoanalysis,Modemism,
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andpassesastool.8 Later,heidentifieswithhisfatherandurinates

whenhewatchesanursery一maidkneelingonthefloorandscrubbingit

"Withherbuttocksprojectingandherbackhorizontal."9 Inanycase,

sinceSergeimimicshisparents'desire,hisdesireisaduplicateofthe

others'andnothisown.

Thisprimalmimeticdesireiscausedbythedifficultytheinfanthas

inpassingthroughtheOedipusphase.10 Forifthefathersucceededin

separatingtheinfantfromitsmother(inthecaseofafemaleinfant,this

processisusuallynatural),theinfantwouldacquirethepowertosubsti-

tuteotherobjectsforthedesiredmother.Thechildinthiswaypartici-

patesintheworldofsymbols.Sincenoneofthespecificsymbolcan

fullysatisfythisdesire,whichhasalreadybeensuppressedbythefather,

thesymboliceternallyproducesdifferentsignifierstofulfillthedesire.

Hencebeginsasignifyingchain,achainofdifferentiation,llandthe

subjectthusparticipatesinadifferentiatedworld.Ontheotherhand,if

thefatherusesforcetoweanthechildfromthemother,thedesiretobe

unifiedwithherbecomesallthestronger,restoringthesubjecttoan

imaginaryrealmwheremimesis,hallucination,andviolencearepreva-

lent.

TheStanhopetwins,centralcharactersalongwithMattyinthis

novel,wereorlglnallydeprivedoftheirmotherbytheirfather'sinfatua-

andtheFetish(IthacaandLondon:CornellUniv.P,1993)115-16.
8SigmundFreud,"FromtheHistoryofanInfantileNeurosis,"CaseHistories
∬,trams.JamesStrachey(Harmondsworth:Penguin,1979)318.
9Freud332.
10See,forexample,WilliamA.Johnsen,"Myth,Ritual,andLiteratureafter
Girard,"Lite71a7yTheo7y'sFutu71e(S),ed.JosephNatoli(UrbanaandChicago:
UofillinoisP,1989)120-22.
llLemaire88.
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tionwithhismistresses.Normally,agirlwillfirstidentifywithher

mother,thengraduallyleaveherandstarttoidentifywiththefather.In

duecourse,thisidentificationisalsoleftoffasshegrowsup.12Yet,in

thecaseoftheStanhopetwins,theyleavetheirfatherfromthestartin

spiteoflivingwithhiminthesamehouse,andtheirunconsciouswishto

identifywiththeirdeprivedmothertemptsthemintotherealm ofthe

imaglnary.Thefactthattheyaretwinssymbolicallysuggestsmimesis.

Inthisnovel,mimeticsymbolsareoftenrepresentedbymeansof"dou-

blings"and"pairings,"suchas"twostreets,""twopubs,""twoshops,"

"twotradeunions,""twohistoricalfoundations,"etc.13Especially

Sophy,theyoungerofthetwins,neverhavingstoppedidentifyingwiththe

deprivedmother,Showsincestuousdesirestowardherfather.Itisim-

possibleforSophytoparticipateinthesymbolicwherethesignifying

chainofdifferentiationiseternallyproducedtofulfillherdesire,butat

mostusesthespecificsymbol,afixedsubstituteforthedeprived.She

identifieswithherfather'smistress,mimicsheractions,andfetishizesher

transistorradio.Sophy'Sloveaffairisnotbasedonherownpassion

towardherpartner,butischaracteristicofthetypeofflirtationcarried

outbyherfather'smistresses.

Toni,theeldersister,Withhersubjectivitylostinanabstract

idealism,involvesherselfinaninternationalterroristgroup,which,bound

byitscommon,mimeticdesire,retainsneitherdifferencenorindividual-

ity.Toni'saction,likeSophy'S,isbasedonthemimesisoftheothers'

12MelanieKlein192-93.
13VirginiaTiger,"WilliamGolding'sDarknessVl'sible:OneMega[Myth]Lith
ofModernFiction,"Wt'lliam GoldingRevisited:A CollectionofOn'ginal
Essays,ed.B.L.Chakoo(NewDelhi:ArnoldPublishers,1989)74.
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desire.Finally,Sophyalsobecomesamemberofthisbandofterrorists.

ⅠncontrastwithMatty,who,bycontemplatingthesituationinwhichhis

mindisentrapped,graduallyovercomesthedarknessofhallucination,

thesetwinsisterstryinvaintobreakthroughitbydintofviolenceand

sacrifice.Participatinginacriminalactoftheterroristswhoare

planningtoraisefundsbykidnappingarichArabboyasahostage,Sophy

imaginesherselfcruellytormentingtheboyasasacrificeinherever-

redoubleddarknessofhallucination.

Amongthosewhoapparentlyleadquiteanormal1ife,however,can

bewitnessedsuppressed,shamefulfantasies.BesidesSebastianPedi-

gree,Sin Goodchildthebookseller,andEdwinBellthesuccessorof

Pedigreemoreorlesssufferfrom innermostdarkpassions.Sin,a

would-bephilosopher,furtivelykeepslasciviousbooksinhisdesk,while

EdwinaandEdwinBellsharealatentinclinationforcostumeperversion.

Mattytriestoridthesepeopleoftheirillusions,notbecausehelooks

downfromahighvantagepointbutbecausehehimselfhaslivedthrough

thesamedarknessastheirs.ThedifferencebetweenMattyandthe

othersliesinhisobjectificationofdarknessafterathoroughinvestigation

ofitsverynature.

Matty,whoinhisschooldayscondemnedtherelationsbetween

PedigreeandHendersonandruinedbothofthem,nowcomestothefull

realizationthatthecondemnationitselfwashisgreatestsininlife.To

suppressorexcludetheinnerdarknessisnothinglessthantodismissthe

heterogeneouselementasasacrificeandinflictunanimousviolenceupon

it.Moreover,thiskindofviolencewilleventuallyreturntothesac-

rificer,withitspowerredoubled.14 Matty'scondemnatoryviolencehas

14ThisphenomenoniswhatReneGirardreferstoas"thesacrificialcrisis."See
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causedHenderson'sdeathandPedigree'simprisonment,butthisvery

violencetowardthevictimsreturnstohimasanaggrandizeddarkforce.

Fromamicroscopicpointofview,Mattyhasviolentlyexcludedhisinner

darkness,which,farfromextinct,gainsforceandengulfshim.Justas

inthecaseofSimoninLordoftheFlies,Mattyisabletoperceivethat

itishisownexcludeddarkness(weirdness)thatattackshim.Hethere-

foredecidesnottosuppressorignorethisdarkness,buttoallowhimself

tobeengulfedbyit.Bysodoing,heilluminatesitstruenatureandtries

tosymbolizeitthroughobjectification.Thisprocessrepresentsasuc-

cessfulbreakbetweenchildandmother,theshiftfromtheimaginaryto

thesymbolic,whereasthesuppressionofdarkness(weirdness),the

father'Scoercivealienationofthemotherfromthechild,asmentioned

above,representsaredoubleddarkness.

ApackofboysinLordoftheFlies,evacuatedfromtheirmother

landandmaroonedonanuninhabitedisland,andChristopherMartinin

PincherMartin,withhispassionatedesireforMaryinterceptedby

Nathanielwhocondemnshimtodeath,arebothaugmentingmorethan

evertheirinnerdarkness.SoareSammyinFreeFallandJocelininThe

Spire,bothofwhomarecompletelyalienatedfromthosethattheylove.

ⅠI

Fromwhatlhavediscussedabove,thecoreproblemliesinwhether

theinnerdarknesscanbeexcludedornot.Thisdarknesscharacterizes

thepre-mirrorstage,i.eリーheimaginarystagewherethesubjectmerges

withthemother,resultinginastateofmindsuchasmimesis,hallucina-

ReneGirard,Vz'olenceandtheSacred,trams.PatrickGregory(Baltimoreand
London:TheJohnsHopkinsUP,1989)49.
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tion,orviolence.Thestrengthofmimeticdesiredependsuponthe

degreetowhichthesubjectmimicstheparents'desires.By"hallucina-

tion,"Imeanastateofmindinwhichsymbolandmetaphoraretaken

literallybythesubject.Inotherwords,thesubjectregardsthem as

reality.Fallenintotheimaginary,AnikaLemaireobserves,thesignifier

is"takenintheliteralsense,Outsideofanyoperationreferringittoits

symbolicdimension‥‥ ThecauseofthisincapacltytOdistinguish

betweensignifierandsignifiedis… duetoanunfavourableoutcomeof

theOedipus."150ntheotherhand,violenceis,asmentionedbefore,

derivedfromtheimpulsetomutilateanddestroythesuffocatingmother.

Matty,whoavoidslookingstraightathisownimagebycovering

hisfacewithlonghairandabroadbrimhat,takesviolentactionandgets

intotroublewiththepolicewhenhe"takesbiblicalpassagesoutof

contextandappliesthemliterally,"16imitatingChrist,John,andEzekiel.

Asearlyashisschooldays,whenhecursesHendersonandthrowshis

gymshoefromthewindowinaliteralenactmentoftheOldTestament

curse:"OverEdomhaveIcastoutmyshoe"(60:8;108:9),heunconscious-

lyinflictslethalviolenceuponHenderson,whofallstohisdeathonthe

veryspotwherethegymshoewasflung.Thus,hallucinationproduces

mimesisandviolenceinMatty'smind.

Asischaracteristicofthosewhosufferfromhallucination,Matty'S

thinkinglackssymbolicfunctionandheisinclinedtotakeeverysymbol

andmetaphorliterally,asexpressedinthefollowlngpassage:"…his

literal-mindedness,high一mindednessandignoranceofthecodeensured

15Lemaire86.
16BernardF.Dick,Wl'lliamGolding(Boston:Twayne,1987)104.
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thathebecameanoutcast"(myitalics).17Matty'ssymbolicdisorder

originatesinhisfailuretograsphisownreflectedimageinthemirror

becauseofhisabominatedkeloid.Hetriestoaverthiseyesfromthe

scar,onlytoberecapturedandtransfixedbyitsdisagreeablephase.

SuchdisagreeablenessisequivalenttowhatJuliaKristevanamesas"the

abjection"("l'abjection")- defilementwhichis"jettisonedfrom the

s̀ymbolicsystem.チ"18 HiskeloidcausesMattytoregressfrom the

mirrorstageintotheimaglnary,Wherehemutilateshisimagereflectedin

themirror,andfallsintoastateof"thefragmentedbody"("co咋s

mwcele'").19 Clearly,hisphysiognomicflawgoesbeyondthephysical

level,ashasalreadybeenpointedouttohimbytheholyspiritsinhis

dream:"[Thespirits]showed:Knowthatweseeyourspiritualfaceand

itsobadlyscarredbyasinthatwehavetosummonupgreatcourageto

lookatyou"(93).

Mostofthefemalecharactersofthisnovelaverttheireyesfrom

hiskeloid,feelinghorrifiedanddisgusted.TheyloatheMatty'sweird-

nessandtrytoeradicatehim,butlikeMattyhimself,theyarealso

capturedandentrappedbytheveryweirdnesstheyhaveharshlyrejected:

"…thedesiretobeweirdwaslikeatasteinthemouth,ahungerand

thirstafterweirdness"(132).Inthissense,Mr.Hanrahan'Seffortsare

meaningfulinthatheispreparedtoacceptandobjectifyhisownugly

reflectioninthemirror,neitherlgnOrlngnormutilatingit.Mr.Hanra-

han,OwnerofasweetsfactorywhereMattyworks,is"abouthalfMatty'S

17WilliamGolding,DarknessVZsible(London:FaberandFaber,1983)29.All
furthercitationsandreferencesareindicatedparentheticallyinthetext.
18JuliaKristeva,Pou)ersofHonlOr.･AnEssayonAbjection,trams.LeonS.
Roudiez(NewYork:ColumbiaUP,1982)65.
19Lacan94.



MIMESIS,ILLUSION,ANDILLUMINATIONINDARKNESStaSmLEBYWILLIAMGOLDING 137

heightandfourtimeshiswidth"(58),asmuchabad-lookingmanas

Matty.But,thefundamentaldifferencebetweenHanrahanandMattyis

thattheformerconstantlytrains土limselftocontemplatehiswholebody

inapeculiarmirrorwhichisdesignedtoemphasizehisextraordinary

ugliness.ThisishowHanrahanmanagestosymbolizehismostdetesL

ableaspectsthatwouldotherwisebekepthiddenandalienatedfromthe

symbolicsystem.Thiseffortofsymbolizationkeepshimfromfalling

intotheimaginary- thestateof"corpsmwcele'." Hethusacquires

peaceofmind:

Butbythetimehehadsaidthat,Mattywasrapt,gazingatthe

glassonthethreeotherwalls.Itwasallmirror,eventhebacksof

thedoors,anditwasnotjustplainmirrors,itdistortedsothat

Mattysawhimselfhalfadozentimes,pulledoutsidewaysand

squasheddownfromabove;andMr.Hanrahanwastheshapeofa

sofa."Ha,"saidMrHanrahan."You'readmiringmybitsof

glassIsee.Isn'tthatagoodideaforadailymortificationofsinful

pride?…"(59)

Itisthis"sinfulpride"thatcausesMattytosuppressoreliminatehis

weirdness.Mattyhasnotyetreachedthestageofobjectifyinghis

weirdnesswhenhedashesoutofHanrahan'Shouseafterhisfacehas

elicitedscreamsfromHanrahan'sdaughters.Hisbehavioursubsequent

tothisflightalsoevinceshissymbolicdisorder.Afterjumpingintohis

carandshuttingthedoorontheirscreams,hisliteral-mindednessdrives

himtorecitethewholeoftheRevelationofSt.Johnwordforword,and

asiftoputintopracticethebiblicalquotation:"Somehavemadethem-

selveseunuchsforthesakeofthekingdomofGod,"heisnearlycastrated
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bytheaborigineHarryBummerduringhisstayintheoutbackof

Australia.Needlesstosay,thiswishtobeaeunuchoriginatesinhis

unconsciousdesiretobeliberatedfromOedipalunity,whichisnormally

effectedbythefather'sintervention,i.e.,thesymboliccastration.Yet,

hisexperienceinAustraliashowsusthat,heretoo,castrationis"taken

intheliteralsense."20Theveryfactthatsymbolandrealityremain

indistinguishableinhisminddemonstratestheunderdevelopmentofhis

symbolicorder.Notthatheresignshimselftothisimpasseforever.

HenolongerholdsontotheliteralfaithfulnesstotheScripture,butadds

toithisuniquemysticism,OrthrowstheOldTestamentfaroutintothe

sea.Bysodoing,hetriestocreateasmuchdifferenceaspossibleoutof

hismimeticbehaviour.

Concerningthebiblicalpassage:"Butifamanisacauseof

stumblingtooneoftheselittleoneswhohavefaithinme,itwouldbe

betterforhimtohaveamillstonehungroundhisneckandbedrownedin

thedepthsofthesea"(Matthew18:6),althoughMattyidentifies"oneof

theselittleones"withHendersonandwalksintoaslimybog,Completely

submerginghimselfwithclankingwheelsaroundhiswaistandalamp

liftedabovehishead,itisevidentthathisbehaviourdeviatessomewhat

from theScripture.Thisdeviationincludesthesubstitutionofthe

wheelsforamillstone,astinkingbogforthesea,alightedlampabovehis

headallthroughthesubmergence,andthepeculiarritualofheavingthe

lamp"fourtimesatfourpointsofthecompass"(76).Hereliesa

differentsortofworldfromabiblicalone.Thiskindofritualmightbe

theequivalentof"thepainfulwheelofrebirthinBuddhism,"21or,an-

20Lemaire86.
21Dick104.
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thropologically,a"riteofpassage,"22butitismorecrucialtoexaminethe

componentsofthebogthantoidentifytheoriginofthispaganishsecret.

ThisbogisfilledwithasenseofHabjection"or"weirdness":fetid,warm,

andrepletewithbothvegetableandanimaldecay,numerousfrogs,

phosphorescentfungi,flamesfrommarshgas,plantslivingoninsects,a

hugelizard,leechesattachingthemselvestofeedonflesh,andthelike.

Amidstsuchweirdness,Mattywillnotsuppressoreliminate,butwill

insteadclarify,eachdetestablecomponentthatcouldotherwisebedis-

cardedfromthesymbolicsystem.Inthissense,Mattypartlyshareshis

experiencewithMr.Hanrahan.Forafterthisexperience,hebecomes

abletoregardhiskeloidasjustanotherdetestableelementandtherefore

canshedaluminouslightuponit,asuponafetidbog.Thus,Matty

achievesthesamekindofequanimityasMr.Hanrahan:"Forcertainlyhe

nowmovedeasilyamongwomenasamongmen,lookedandwasstruck

nomorebytheonethantheother,andwouldnothaveavoidedthe

Wantonwithhercupofabominationsinfearforhispeaceofmindor

virtue"(76).ForMattyandHanrahansymbolizetheweirdnessasmuch

aspossible,eventhoughitalwaysthreatenstodestroythesymbolic

system.Thesymbolicmustthereforebecomprehensivelydifferentiated

inordernottobepersecutedbytheweirdness.Themoreexclusivethe

symbolic,themoredestructivetheweirdness.Theexclusivedifferentia-

tionofthesymbolicisamerecounterparttothenondifferentiationofthe

weirdness.23 Thisistantamounttosayingthatonlythroughthecompre-

22DonCrompton,A V2'eu)from theSpire:W2'lliam Golding'sLaterNovels
(oxford:BasilBlackWell,1985)110.
23GillesDeleuzeandFelixGuattari,Anti-Oedipus:CapitalismandSchizophre-
nia,trams.RobertHurley,etal.(London:Athlone,1990)311.
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hensivesymbolicfunctioncantheinfantsuccessfullyextricateitselffrom

themother,since"excrementanditsequivalents(decay,infection,dis-

ease,corpse,etc.),"asJuliaKristevanotes,"stemfromthematernaland/

orthefeminine,ofwhichthematernalistherealsupport."24According

toKristeva,notonlymenstrualbloodbutalsoexcrementisattributedto

maternalauthority,underwhichinfantsreceivesphincteraltraining.25

Shereferstothesymbolicsystem as"thesymbolic,"thesymbol-

destroyingelements(theweirdness)as"thesemiotic." Thesymbolic,she

observes,graduallydegeneratesintoamere"code"- theexclusive

differentiationofthesymbolic.Thesemiotic,shesays,hastofight

againstsuchacode.26

0mestepclosertosymbolization,Mattyisnowsecurefromhis

oncedestructiveactiontowardcitizensbytakingthemetaphoricexpres-

sionoftheScriptureintheliteralsense.Whenheasasurrogatevictim

rescuesthekidnappedArabboyfrom theinternationalterrorists,his

self-sacrificeofburninghimselfwithgasolineflamesisnotsomucha

mereimitationofthesacrificialofferinginTheRevelationofSt.John,

butratheravoluntaryactivity.Asdiscussedbefore,thegroup,whose

membersareobsessedwiththemotherandunabletofreethemselves

fromtheimaginary,hasacommontraitofmimesis(nondifferentiation),

hallucination,andviolence.Thisviolenceshowsitselfinannihilatingthe

suffocatingmother,andwithitaseriesofthedisagreeableoverwhichshe

hasspecialauthority.Forthispurpose,withtheirmimeticandunani-

24PoweysofHonlOr71.
25Pou)ersofHonlOr71.
26JuliaKristeva,RevolutioninPoeticLanguqe,trams.MargaretWaller(New
York:ColumbiaUP,1984)83-84.
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mousforce,thegrouparbitrarilychoosesfromamongstitselfaspecific

memberoracomponentasascapegoatifitis,eveninaminorway,

distinctfromtheothers,andimposesuponiteverypossibledisagreeable-

nesspertainingtothegroup,thenviolentlyexcludesitinaritualistic

fashion.Ifthereisorlglnallysomethingabjectaboutthememberorthe

component,itbecomesespeciallyeasypreytothegroup.Afterthis

ritualofdismissal,thegrouptemporarilyrestoresanexclusivesymbolic

order.But,themoreexclusivethedifferentiationofthesymbolicorder,

thestrongertheundifferentiatingforceoftheabjection.Onaccountof

whatGirardterms"thesacrificialcrisis,"theabjectionforceduponthe

victimmightreturnatanymomenttothesacrificer,Sothatthegroup

incursmorethaneverthesymbolicdisorderandnondifferentiationofthe

imaginaryuntilthefoundationofthegroupbreaksdown.Thismeans

thatifthevictimitselfwerenotforcedtobeavictimbutwereinstead

self-sacrificial,thevictimwouldplayapositiverらleinconfoundingthe

sacrificialpurpose.ItisnoneotherthanMattywhotakesthisrらleupon

himself.AsforMatty,anyabjectioninflicteduponhimcanbewoven

intoasymbolictexture,illuminatedbyhisinnerlight.Themoreabjec-

tion,therefore,themoreillumination.Inthefollowingscene,Matty,

alreadyburnttodeathasasurrogatevictimintheballofgasolineflames,

isrevivedcladinagoldenluminosity:

ItwasatthispointthatSebastianPedigreefoundhewasnot

dreaming.Forthegoldenimmediacyofthewindalteredatits

heartandbeganfirsttodriftupwards,thenswirlupwardsthen

rushupwardsroundMatty.Thegoldgrewfierceandburned.

Sebastianwatchedinterrorasthemanbeforehimwasconsumed,

melted,vanishedlikeaguyinabonfire;andthefacewasnolonger
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two-tonebutgoldasthefireandsternandeverywheretherewas

asceneofthepeacockeyesofgreatfeathersandthesmileround

thelipswaslovlngandterrible.Thisbeingdrew Sebastian

towardshimsothattheterrorofthegoldenlipsjerkedacryout

ofhim....(265)

Goldingpicturesthiskindoftransformationfromabjectiontoluminosity

inotherworksaswell.InTheZnheritws,LoktheNeanderthalman,

deprivedofhiswifeanddaughterbythenew people,shedssilvery,

glisteningtears.InLordoftheFlies,Simon,slaughteredbyademented

packofboys,liesderelictonthemidnightbeach,hiswholebodysurround-

edbyeerieanimalcula,whichareneverthelesstransformedintobril-

liance.

ⅠⅠI

SebastianPedigree,nolessdeeplythanMatty,sinksintothe

darkness.But,unlikeMatty,hecontinuestohangabouttheheartof

darknessasthebasestofpederasts.Matty,whocausedHenderson's

suicide,islargelyresponsibleforPedigree'spresentsituation.Now,a

revivedMattyexpiateshiscrimebyilluminatingPedigree'sdarknessas

wellashisown.AsBernardF.Dickobserves,thefactthatMatty

advancestowardPedigreeintheshapeofagoldenpeacockmeans

Pedigreewillpresentlybetransformedintogoldandleavethisworldfor

eternity.Dickexplainsasfollows:"InChristianiconography,thepea-

cocksymbolizestheresurrectionbecauseitsplumagerenewsitselfannu-

ally.Theèyes'thatPedigreeseesaretheiridescentspotsinthepea-

cock'Stailthathavebeenvariouslyinterpretedassymbolicofeternity

andChrist'swounds.Theyalsosuggestthecaudapavonis("tailofthe
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peacock"),animportantconceptinmedievalalchemy.Thecauda

Pauonisexpressedtherainbowcolorsthatappearedneartheendofthe

alchemicprocess…."Goldisthus"thegoalatwhichalchemyaimed."27

Pedigree'sidiosyncrasyderivesfromthefirstexperienceofSergei

Pankeievin"FromtheHistoryofanInfantileNeurosis."Thisfailurein

OedipalseparationalsoaccountsforthebehaviouroftheStanhopetwins,

SinGoodchild,theBells,aswellasMattyinhisearlyperiod,sincethey

allsharethefirstorthesecondexperienceofSergei.Thebookseller

SimGoodchildcherishedtheStanhopetwinsintheirchildhoodasifthey

werehisowndaughters.Hemighthaveseentheinnocentlightinthem:

"…an°Sophywassoprettyandsofriendly- goodmorningMrGood-

child,howisMrsGoodchild?Yesitisisn'tit?Therewasnodoubtabout

it,theStanhopetwinsshoneinGreenfieldlikealight"(213).Asthey

grewup,theygraduallyseparatedfrom Sim,andseveralyearslater

Sophywasrevealedasatypicaldecadent:"S壬leWasWearingthewhite

sweatshirtwithBUYMEstencilledonthefrontandreally,thoughtSin,

nothingelseunderit,nothingelsewhatever.…"(243)whileTonypartici-

patesinorganizedviolenceonaworldwidescale.Evenmoreshocking

toSinwastheproofpositiveofobscenityhiddenintheirvacantroom

whenhechancedtovisitit.Helearnedoftheexistenceofotherswho

werebreakinguptheoldunitythatexistedbetweenhimselfandSophy.

Theirfather-daughterrelationshipsuddenlyvanishedandwasimmediate-

lyreplacedbyanewsysteminwhichSinwasrepelledfromtheunity

betweenSophyandtheothersasthoughhewereforcedtoleavethe

motherintheOedipalphase.Thisfor°edalienationinspiresallthemore

hislongingforher.Inordertounifywithher,hefurtivelymimesher

27Dick112.
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partners'desire.Sincethepartners'desireisofthemeanestkind,sois

Sim'S.TheBellsandtheStanhopetwinsaretypicalexamplesofthis

mimeticdesire.EdwinaandEdwinBellduplicateeachother'sdesirein

everyaspect,tosaynothingoftheexchangeoftheircostume.The

Stanhopetwins,ontheotherhand,appealtoviolencetobreakupthe

originalmimesiswithwhichtheywereborn.AccordingtoGirard,itis

theveryabsenceofdifferencethatcausestheconflictbetweenthe

twins.28 Inherchildhood,Sophyforthefirsttimefindsherselfdifferent

from TonywhenastonehurledbySophyhitsbychanceoneofthe

dabchicksswimmingbehindtheirmother,killingitonthespot.Bythe

sametoken,TonyleavesSophy'sworldonceshejoinstheinternational

terrorists.Thus,theStanhopetwinshaveakeenawarenessofmimesis

anditsdisagreeablephases,andviolentlyrejectthem,asplrlnginstead

towardanexclusivecleanliness,beauty,anddifference- corporealin

Sophy'scase,spiritualinTony'S.Inactuality,however,differentiation

forcedbyviolenceresultsinthedisappearanceofdifference,asSophy

herselfremarksthat"thewaytowardssimplicityisthroughoutrage"

(167).ForSophy,thedabchick'sdeathdoesnotaltertheworldinthe

least.Afewdayslaterwhenshereturnstothesameplace,thedab-

chicks"werethesameが eVer"(108;myitalics)."Themotherwas

swimmingawaydownthebrookwiththestringofchicksbehindher….

Shewasnotfrightenedoranything- justabitwary"(108). Tony's

worldalsolosesitsdifferencefrom Sophy'Swhenshefinallyrecruits

Sophyintotheterroristgroup.However,thisabsenceofdifference

producesanew conflictbetweenthem.Sophyagainfeelsindignant

towardTonyasthelatterelopeswithSophy'sloverimmediatelyafter

28TheScaI)egoat92.
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theirfailuretokidnapanArabboy.TheconflictbetweenSophyand

Tonythereforeremainsunresolved.Exclusivedifferences(binaryoppo-

sites,forexample)existsidebysideinasheerabsenceofdifference.As

hasbeenpointedout,"doublings"and"pairings"oftenappearinthis

novel,butbinaryoppositesarenolessprevalent.Theseopposeddoubles

areshownnotonlyinMatty'shalf-damagedface,Sophy'sdarknessinside

andlightoutside,theStanhopetwins"asdifferentasdayandnight,"etc.,

butalsointheverystructureofthisnovel,suchastheoppositionbetween

PartiandPartII.InPartIII,however,仇esebinaryoppositesgradually

transformintocomprehensivedifferentiation.29

1tistheiruseofviolenceincreatingdifferencethatkeepsthem

withinaviciouscircle.Themorevictims,thelessefficacioustheir

strategy.JustasinLordoftheFliesthemobviolenceinflictedupon

sacrificialofferingsreturnstothegroupofsacrificersanddisorganizesit,

Sowilltheterroristgroupbecomeincreasinglyself-destructive,whichcan

begatheredfromtheunsuccessfuloutcomeoftheirscheme.

Itmattersmost,therefore,howtocreatedifferenceandsymbolic

order,asMattydoes,withoutrecoursetoviolence.Itisinconceivable

thatSin Goodchildshouldexactlyfollow Matty'sexample,buthis

predicamentsarenolessseriousthanthoseofMattyorPedigree,his

crimenolessgravethanthatoftheStanhopetwins.Wh atdragshim

intothedarknessoftheimaginaryishisseekingafteridealbeautytothe

utterexclusionofugliness.Hehasneglectedhisinvalid,oldwifeasone

ofthedisagreeable,whilethirstingafterthebeautyofmetaphysical

thought,aswellasafterthatoftheStanhopetwins.Exclusivebeautyat

theexpenseofuglinessneverliberatesSinfromuglinessitself.Sudden-

29Tiger74.
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lyovercomebyanitchatthetipofhisnoseduringamysticalseance

presidedoverbyMatty,Sim'suglinessattainsitspeakwhen,unableto

movehishandsbecausetheywerebeingheldfirm,hescrewsuphisface,

vainlytryingtoreachthetipofhisnosewithhischeeks,lips,andtongue,

untilatlasthebendsdownandrubshisnoseonthewoodensurface.

ShouldSinbedeliveredoutofabjectionintoillumination,hewouldneed

todevotehimselftowhathedeemsabject- hisinvalidwife- by

takingthegreatestpossiblecareofher,justasMattywillinglytraversed

thedirtiestbog,Orhimselfbecameaballofgasolineflames.IfSimhad

everenjoyedthecrystallinelightemanatingfromascryingglasswhich

hasbeendisplayedinSim'sshopwindowsincehisfather'stime,hemight

haverealizedmuchearlierthesameluminosityinhismind.Asitis,this

glassisinduecoursedisplacedbychildren'sbooks"asabaitforthe

Stanhopetwins"(195),andhisfurtivemotivationstakeeffect.The

illuminationoftheglassdisappearsonceforallfromhissight.Matty's

deepemotionwhenhefirstnoticesthebrillianceofthisglassballinSim's

shopisdescribedinthefollowingpassage:

Mattylookedattheglassballwithatouchofapprovalsinceitdid

nottrytosayanythingandwasnot,likethehugebooks,awhole

storeoffrozenspeech.Itcontainednothingbutthesunwhich

shoneinit,faraway.Heapprovedofthesunwhichsaidnothing

butlaythere,brighterandbrighterandpurerandpurer.Itbegan

toblazeaswhencloudsmoveaside.Itmovedashemovedbut

soonhedidnotmove,couldnotmove.Itdominatedwithout

effort,atorchshonestraightintohiseyes,andhefeltqueer,not

necessarilyunpleasantlysobutqueerallthesame- unusual.He

wasawaretooofasenseofrightnessandtruthandsilence.But
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thiswaswhathelaterdescribedtohimselfasafeelingofwaters

rising;andstilllaterwasdescribedtohimandforhimbyEdwin

Bellasenteringastilld2'mensionofothemessinwhichthings

appearedorwereshowntohim.(47-48)

Thereasonthisscryingglasssopowerfullyappealstohissoulis

"simplybecauseitdoesnotsayanything,isnotmadeupofawholestore

offrozenspeechasbooksorchurchesseem tobe,butsimplyis-

glowing,illuminating,transforming."30Itisnottheunivocalcode("fet-

ish"inKristeva'sterms),31buttheinfinitelymultivocalsymbol,whichis

equivalenttotheconchwithitsbeautifulgleamandmultivocalpatternin

LordoftheFlies.Theconchgraduallylosesitsbrightnessasthepack

ofboysgetsbewitchedbyasow,untilitisbrutallybrokenintofragments.

Similarly,theglassball,withitsbrilliantlightshiningoutfrom its

infinitelymultilateralsurfaces,VanishessimultaneouslyasSim gets

enamouredoftheStanhopetwins,withtheresultthatthesymbolicworld

recedesfromhim.

Mattywasstillcloudedinanimaginarydarknesswhenhefirstsaw

thisglassballinSim'sshop.Ⅰnthosedays,Mattytookthesignifier"in

theliteralsense,Outsideofanyoperationreferringittoitssymbolic

dimension."32 HisliteraLmindednesswas,asMarkKinkead-Weekesand

lanGregorputit,"anti-symbolic."331tisonlynaturalthattheillumina-

tionoftheglassballshouldhavebeen"astilldimensionofotherness"for

30Crompton106.
31RevolutioninPoeticLanguqe83.
32Lemaire86.
33MarkKinkead-WeekesandIanGregor,W2'lliamGolding:ACn'ticalStudy
(London:FaberandFaber,1985)281.
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him.Thisilluminationfromtheworldofanotherdimension,i.eリfrom

thesymbolicworld,belongstothelamplightoverMatty'sheadwhile

traversingthebog,ortothefierce,goldenlightinwhichhewasenshroud-

edwhenresurrected.

Illusionpreventsmanypeoplefromseeingthisillumination.They

aremoreorlessobsessedwiththedarknessoftheimaginary,whichis

succinctlydescribedbySimtowardtheendofthisnovel:"We'reallmad,

thewholedamnedrace.We'rewrappedinillusions,delusions,confu-

sionsaboutthepenetrabilityofpartitions,we'reallmadandinsolitary

confinement"(261). Someofthemmightemploymoreandmoreviolence

asameansofbreakingdownthepartitions.Yet,sincethisnovelimplies

thatanygroupmaintainedbysacrificialofferingswilleventuallyself-

destruct,wecouldnotsharesuchaneschatologicalviewthattheactsof

sacrificialviolencewillunboundedlyspreadthroughouttheworld,any

morethanLordoftheFliescouldbeinterpretedasutterlypessimistic.34

Thecommunityofsacrificersisallthemoredisorganizedforitssucces-

siveuseofscapegoats.SofarasGolding'sworksareconcerned,a

sacrificeisnotsomuchasystem formaintainingthecommunity,but

ratheraself-sacrificetonullifythedemandsofacommunitythatrequires

suchvictims.Moreover,inhisworks,thescapegoatrefusestobesacra1-

ized,because"tosacralizethevictimistosacralizeviolence."35Matty

mayatfirstbeobedienttotheinjunctionsoftheTestament,andlater,to

thatoftheholyspirits,butinduecoursebecomesindependentofthese

34SeeY.Sugimura,"Self-DestructiveCommunityandthelmprobabilityofWar
inLordoftheFlies,"StudiesinEnglishLiterature.･EnglishNumber(1994):
47-64.

35AndrewJ.Mckenna,ViolenceandDzHerence(UrbanaandChicago:Uof
lllinoisP,1992)203.
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sacredimperatives,voluntarilymakingasacrificeofhimself,forhe

knowsexactlyhowsusceptibleheistovictimization- notbecauseof

hissacrednessbutbecauseofhisabjectscar.Nodoubt,thekidnapped

ArabboyandMattyshareacertainpuritythatconformstothecriteria

ofthesacredscapegoatdeclaredinTheRevelationofSt.John:"These

aremenwhodidnotdefilethemselveswithwomen,fortheyhavekept

themselveschaste,andtheyfollowtheLambwhereverhegoes.They

havebeenransomedasthefirstfruitsofhumanityforGodandtheLamb.

Noliewasfoundintheirlips;theyarefaultless"(14:4).Yet,infact,both

MattyandtheArabboyareabjectcharacterswithrespecttotheir

baffledsexualdesire,whichshouldnotbesacralizedbyanybiblical

subject.Matty,whose sexuality is "in directproportion to his

unattractiveness,"istotallydespisedbywomen,untilhedefileshimselfin

awetdream aboutSophy.AsfortheArabprincelingabductedby

terrorists,Sophyimaginesthatheistiedtothestinkingtoilet,and

castratedbyherwithaknifethrustintohiserectcock.Noless

miserableisaclimacticsceneinwhichMattywallowsinamassofflames

inordertorescuethekidnappedboy.

ⅠV

Aswehaveseensofar,atriadofmimesis,hallucination,and

violencethreadsthroughthisnovel.Somechractersnervouslyexclude

thistrinityinsearchofdifference,beauty,andillumination,Onlytobe

trappedbytheveryweirdnesstheyhaveexcluded,unabletoextricate

themselvesfrom it.HerunrivaledbeautyandglamourmakesSophy

abominatetheweirdnessandatthesametimebecomeobsessedwithit.

Aftermakinglovewithapassingmotorist,shehasaqueer,mixedfeeling

ofextremehatredandextremefascinationtowardwhatKristevarefers
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toas"excrementanditsequivalents."Henceforthshebecomesmoreand

moreinterestedinsexualperversion.Similarly,SebastianPedigreehas

apeculiarpredilectionforyoungAdonises,andisdisgustedwithanugly

boylikeMatty.-Nonetheless,theexcludeduglinesshauntshim inthe

formofthestinkingpubliclabatorythatstrangelyfascinateshim.

BothTonyandSimGoodchildaspireaftertheidealofabstract

beauty,theformerrealizingitasapoliticalextremist,thelatterasan

amateurphilosopher.ButTony'sidealismdeterioratesintoabjectter-

rorism,Sim'sintopornographicvoyeurism.Thosewhoeradicatedis-

agreeablerealityarehauntedbytheverydisagreeable.

Theprocessoferadicatingthedisagreeableisexecutedbymeans

ofvictimization.Pedigreeandtheclassinhischargearethefirst

victimizersofMatty,whointurnvictimizesPedigreeandHenderson.

SinvictimizeshisinvalidwifebylongingforthebeautyoftheStanhope

twins,who,asterrorists,victimizeanArabprincelingaswellasthe

peopleatlarge,andthesepeopleatlarge,particularlywomen,seemto

securetheirpeaceandwelfarebyeradicatingMattyandPedigree.

Wh enMattyworksinasweetsfactory,thewomendemandhisdismissal

simplybecausehisappearancecausesthecreamtogosour,andtheladies

areeagertoscratchouttheeyesofPedigreebecauseofhisperversion.

Intheend,TonyvictimizesSophyinelopingwithSophy'slover.All

charactersinthisnovel,therefore,havethepossibilityofbothvictimizing

theothersandbeingvictimizedbythem.Thevictimizingactionbears

witnesstotheinadequacyofthesymbolicfunction,whichoughttobeas

comprehensiveaspossible.

Themorecomprehensivethesymbolicsystem,thelessfrequentthe

victimizingbehaviour.Matty,withhissuperiorsymbolizingcapability,

rendersthevictimizationmeaninglesswhenhetakesuponhimselfthe
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rらleofthemostabjectexistenceevervictimized.ThankstoMatty,

PedigreeandanArabprincelingareliberatedfrom theirhumiliating

persecution,andMattythesurrogatevictimcantransformabjectperse-

cutionintoluminosity.Therefore,self-Sacrifice,sofarasthesubjectis

endowedwithaninclusivesymbolicfunctionlikeMatty,isimportantfor

itsabilitytonullifythevictimization.Otherwise,theself-sacrificewould

simplydeteriorateintomasochism.

Sophy,mortifiedandhumiliatedmorethaneverbyTony'selope-

mentwithSophy'shoodlum lover,whoseabductionschemeisbroken

downbyMatty,isforthefirsttimevictimizedandthrustintothesheer

darknessthatMattyonceexperienced:

Sheturnedawayfromtheboatandthefireandbegantopickher

waybackalongthetowpath,wheretherewasnownothingvisible

butdarkness."Ishalltell.Iwasused.They'1lhavenothingon

me‥‥ Ⅰ'vebeenveryfoolishmylordI'm sorryIcan'thelp

crying...."(253-54)

ShouldanyredemptionbeinstoreforSophy,itwouldbecrucialforher

todevelopamuchmoreinclusivesymbolicsystem toilluminatethe

darkness.


