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OnSomeContemporaryAnimisticRites

oftheTungusic

PeoplesofSiberiaandtheAinu(fieldmaterials)

A.B.SPEVAKOVSKY

Lntroduction.

Animism isanearlyform ofreligiousview.Atpresentitis

preservedamongpracticallyalltheindigenouspeoplesofSiberiaandthe

FarEast.Itsmanifestationsaremostoftenobservablenowadaysinthe

taigaandtundra,wherethepeople,herdingofreindeer,engagingin

huntingandfishing,liveinaccordancewiththeancienttraditionsoftheir

ancestors,isolatedfarfrom thecentresofdistributionofthemodern

culture.

Accordingtotheconceptofanimism,everythinginnatureis

spiritualized.Hills,stones,trees,deceasedpeopleanddeadanimals,

objects,madebyhumans,andetc.,allhavespirits.Ⅰnaccordancewith

it,toallthatisspiritualized,arespectfulattitudeshouldbedisplayed.

Mostanimisticactionsandritesareperformedbyeldergenera-

tions,lessoftenbyaverage.Howevernotinfrequently,youngpeople

receivereligioustrainingfromtheirparentsandrelativesaresubjectedto

animisticrites.

Someoftheseritualactionshaveundergonechangesintime,but

havepreserved,nevertheless,theirmainessence.

Duringmyinquiry'sethnographicresearchintheNorthandthe

FarEastreglOnSIratherfrequentlymetwithvariousanimisticrites,
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whichwereexecutedbytheindigenouspopulationforspiritsofthe

district,animals,plantsandotherobjectsofanimateandinanimate

nature.Asarule,thepurposeoftheseritualactionswastopropitiate

thesewhospirits,existedintheimaginationofthepersonsothatthey

havesuppliedthepatronageandwell-beingofthefamilyandtheindivid-

ual,and,onthecontrary,havenotharmedthem.

Actionstowardparticularobjects.

Themostclearlytheappropriateandvalidattitudetowardspirits

isdisplayedinthebearcult.AccordingtothebeliefoftheSiberian

peoplesandAinu,thebear'sspiritcontinuestoliveitsdeath.Inmany

ethnosesofSiberiaandtheFarEast,includingTungusian,manyimagina-

tionswereconnectedwiththebear,whichwasconsideredassomeone,

relatedtosupernaturalforces,whowasconsideredasrelativeofthe

person,etc.Thespecificattitudetothebearisnotcasual.0nthe

northerntundraandtaiga,thebearisthestrongestrepresentativeofthe

animalworld.Quiteoftenitbecamethereasonforthedeathofthe

domesticanimalsandpeople.Someanatomicsimilaritybetweenofthe

bear'sbodywithoutskinandthehumanbodyfurtheredtheimaginations

thatthebearisconsideredasthepeople'srelative.Allthesefactors

causedmanyreligiousbeliefsandsuperstitions.Thesurvivalsofthis

ancientcultstillcontinuestoexistamongtheSiberianpeopleseven

today.

Thereindeer-herdingEvenkisandEvensofEastSiberiaisprovided

withreindeer'smeatandrarelyhuntforbear.Whensuddenlymeeting

withabear,EvenkisandEvenstrytodrivetheanimalawayusually

sayingtoit"Go,grandfather,don'ttouchus",theythinkthatthebear,as

ahumanrelative,canunderstandtheirspeech.
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Thefactthatreindeer-herdersveryrarelykillthebear,revealsin

fullmeasurethearchaicanimisticviewsoftheTungus.

DuringoneofmyexpeditionstoEvens,ontheOkhotskseacoast,I

becameawitnesstothespecialattitudeofreindeer-herderstobear.

Periodicallyonebearhadbeencomingtothebarnwherereindeer-

herderskepttheirfoodandeatingit.TheEvensdecidedtokillthebear.

Forthispurposestagewasbuilt,onthisstageareindeer-herderswitha

gunwaitedforthebeartocome.Thebearwasshotseveraltimesfrom

thatstage.ThentheEvensaskedthebear'sbodytoexcusethemforthe

murder.Themeatwaseaten,andthereindeer-herdersputthebear's

internalorgansintothemountainousriverandtheywerebeentaken

awaybytheflowofthestream.Attheburialplaceabovethegrounda

ceremonialfuneralwasorganizedforthebear'sremains.Forthat,a

specialstagewasbuiltonthreecutlarches,called"gulik",abouttwo

metersabovetheground.TheBear'sskullwascarefullyclearedfrom

meatandfixedbythemalarbonesonthefrontbearingsofthestage,

called"chuki".Theskinandpadsoftheanimalwereputintoabast

mattingbagandplacedontheflooroflarchbranchesonthestage.Near

totheairburialplaceofthebear,onyoungtrees,theEvenshang

sacrificialshreds,called"hunmatin",intendedasagiftfortheanimal.

FollowingtheEven'swords,thisritehadtopropitiatethebear'sspirit

andtofurtherthetransmigrationofitintoanewmaterialshell-intoa

newbear(seeFig.1,2).

Theabovegroundhonoraryburialpreservedtheremainsofthe

bear,ahumanrelative,fromdogs,rodentsandotherforestinhabitants.

BytheEvens'sopinion,thepropitiationofthebear'sspiritguaranteed

boththefuturesuccessinhuntingforthebearandsafetyforthereindeer-

herders,theirfamilies,andproperties.
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However,inthiscasetheritewassimplifiedtosomeextent.

FarhertheEvenkisandEvensputtheallbear'sbonesinanatomicorder

onthestage.

Onthecontrary,bytheEven'sexplanation,thenon-executionof

theritepreventstherebirthofthebear,andembitteredit'sspirit,which

wasfraughtwithmanytroublesbothfortheanimal'Skillerandhis

relativesindependentlyoftheirlocation.

Inthesummerof1982,inthePenzhinaregionofKamchatka

villageSlautnoe,anoldEvenmankilledabearnearhishouseinthe

villagebecausethatbearhadbeentryingtoenterabarnwithprovisions.

Duringthecuttingofthebear'scarcass,childrentookawayoneofhis

pads.Whentheoldmanthisfoundout,hewascoughtbyconfusion.He

didn'tknowwhattodo.Sincethelossofthemostimportantp?rtofthe

bear'sbodydidnotallowhimtoholdtheriteofhonoraryburialandthe

propitiationoftheanimal'sspirit.

TheAinu'sreverenceofthebearachievedpeculiarprogressand

wasnotableforitscomplicationandspecificoriginality.Abearwho

waskeptinacagewasceremoniallyslaughteredonthespecialbear's

festival.Today,realbear'sfestivalsarenotheldinHokkaidoanymore;

Onlydramatizedperformancesresemblingthefestivalareplayedfor

tourists.Nevertheless,reverenceofthebearismainstainedbytheAinu

asbefore.In1987,inthevillageofNibutani,Isawheadsofbearskilled

duringthehuntinthe"nusasan"-sacredfence,builtnearthehouseof

ahunter.Hostofthisfencenotedthatthespiritsofbearswerepropitiat-

edand"sent"tothe"ancestor'scountry"accordingtotheAinutraditions.

Besidesbears,otherfurbearinganimalsarerespectedsomewhat

lessbytheTunguses.InthemountainousregionsofKamchatka,the

Evenssaideverytimeaftersuccessfullyhuntingformountainsheep,
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"Excuseus,sheep,thatwekilledyou."

ThepeoplesoftheFarEastalsofulfilinterestinganimisticrites

withregardtotrees.Thevegetation,andinparticular,differentkindsof

trees,arereveredfortheirimportantroleinsupportingthelivesofthe

people.

Moreover,manypeoplesofNorthAsiahavespecialattitudesto

treeswhicharestillconnectedwithrepresentationsabouttheoriginof

thefirstmanwhowas,asarule,theancestorofsomeethniccommunity.

FollowtheEvenkilegend,"bogatyr"(athlete)Kodakchonwasbornfrom

atree(seel].p.185).BytheAinulegend,theirancestornamedAinurak-

kurwasbornfromanelm(see[3],p.23).Followingthepopularbeliefs

ofvariousAmurpeoples(Nivh,Orok,Negidalandothers)humanityis

descendedfromthespiritsoftrees(see5],p.432,p.531;alsosee2],p.333).

Anotherpeople,forexampletheUl'chi,thoughtthathumansafterdeath

couldchangeintotrees(see[4],p.132).IntheEvenkipopularbelief,the

fallofatreemeanssomebody'sdeath.Whenatreefalls,theEvenkis

sayforsafetyofayoungman'slife:"Falltothesideofso-and-soold

manけ.

AIsoasinthecaseoftheanimals,theuseofwoodfordifferent

purposes(thebuildingofhousesandsubsidiaryconstruction,themaking

ofthemeansofconveyanceandtheinstrumentsofproduction,etc.)

requirepropitiationofthetree'sspirit.Itisachievedbyameansof

equivalence,from thehuman'spointofview,exchangeandsacrifice.

Forexample,thellimpiiEvenkis(intheNijnyayaTunguska'sriverbasin)

asktobeforgivenbyeachtreetheycutdown,andstickatwigintothe

stump,thinkingthatthetree'sspiritwillbesatisfiedbythischangeand

willnotmakeclaimsuponahuman.TheEvensoftheOkhotskseacoast

makethesameprocedurewithrespecttoconifersfromwhichthebarkis
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strippedandusedforcoveringtents,barnsandothershelters.Nearthe

villageKetandaontheOkhotskseacoast,Iobservedonesuchevent.To

protectawintersleigh(drawnbyreindeer)fromraintheEvensstripped

barkfrom severallarches.Aftermakingsuitableformulaicexcuses,

theytiedlongshredsofcoloredmaterial("hunmatin")topartsofeach

treewithoutbark.Inthiscase,thesacrificialshredswereasubstitute

forthebark(seeFig.3,4).

Ad占nticalactionsareperformedbytheAinuofHokkaido.Every

timeatreeiscutdown,oneorseveral"inau"-whittledstickswhichare

consideredasespeciallysacredobjects-aremadeinasacrificeforits

spirit.Usually"inau"areleftintheplaceofatree'sfalling.

TheAinuhadaspecialattitudetowardatreefrom whichthey

madeahollowedoutboat.Thespiritofthistreewassupposedlyinthe

lowerpart,the"sarka"ofthefelledtree.Rice,tobaccoandfour"inau"

whichwerestuckinthegroundnearthe"sarka"wereendowedwiththis

spirit.Itisconsideredthatsuchactionswillallowtreetotakeanewlife

inthecountryofspiritsasacreatureofahigherorder.

Besidessacrificial"inau"fortrees,theAinualsoperformsimilar

sacrificestomountainspirits,whoregarb,e.i.treesgrownonanyhill,was

consideredasthewoodforconstruction.Inthiscase,"inau"Were

consideredasareplacementforofthelostpartofadressofthe"forest's

host"(see[6],p.115-117).

Actionsconnectedwithabstractobjectswhichexistinhuman

imaglnation.

UntilnowtheEvenkisandEvensthinkthathealth,well-being,and

eventhelivesofhumansdependuponthemasterspiritsofcertain

localities.A disrespectfulattitudetowardsspiritsrealizedinnon-
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Observanceofceremonies,disrespectfulspeech(abuse,swearingetc.)to

thisspirit,noisyshoutinginthearea,undressinguptothewaistetc.can

causeitsdispleasureandaverynegativereaction,TheEvenkisand

Evensthinkthattheresultsofthisdispleasurearedifferentbadevents:

theaggravationoftheweatherandprecipitation,whicharethereasons

ofinjuriesfordomesticanimalsandpeople,slippedordroppedintomud;

catchingcoldandillnesses,thelossofreindeer;attacksofbeastsofprey

uponanimalsandpeople;deathinthestreamsandmountains,andothers.

Onthecontrary,exemplarybehaviourandtheobservanceofceremonies

elicitpositiveemotionsfrom thespirit,itspatronage,anditsgood

attitude.Whenpassingthroughmountain-passes,theEvensreindeer-

herdersoftheOkhotskseacoastandKamchatkaalwayssacrificeto

spiritssomethingfrom theirpockets,forexample,acoin,acartridge,

shredofmaterial,somefood,orseveraldropsofalcohol.

If,nevertheless,theweatheraggravatesorsomebodyfallsill,the

EvenkisandEvensdosomeactionsaccordingtotheconcretecircum-

stances,theseactionsaredirectedtowardpropitiatingthespirit.During

mystayatthereindeernomadcampofthellimpiiEvenkis,inthetaiga,

onemanfellill.Twooldwomentookoutfrom apackbagapieceof

whitecottonmaterial,about30cmx40cminsize,andcutbyscissorson

onelongsideseverallittletrianglesasdecorations.Thentheybrought

thisshredtothetaiga,thesupposedlivingplaceofthemaster-spiritand

therehungituponatreeinanopencondition,simultaneouslytheyasked

thespiritfortheconvalescenceoftheirkinsman.Thissacrificialshred

wasnamed"lokoptin".EarlierEvenkisnamedtheskinofsacrificial

reindeerbythisterm.Thisskinwashunguponatree.Therelatives

ofthemanwhofellillatethereindeer'smeatandentertainedthemaster-

spiritoftheareawithpiecesofthemeat.Withljassingtime,thisrite
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changedandwassimplified.TheEvenkisbegantohanguponatreea

pieceofmaterialinsteadofananimal'sskin(seeFig.5).

InacentralpartofKamchatka,inthelivingareaofBistrinsk

Evens,Iobservedanothereventofpropitiationtotheregion'sspirit.

Duringtherainwhichcontinuedthreeweeks,andwasbelievedtohave

beenstartedbyRussiansinthehills(bytheirdisrespectfulattitudetothe

"hostofarea"),twowomenmadeasmallcampfirenearthefootofthe

hill.Thewomenputinitsomepiecesofreindeer'smeat.Nearthe

campfire,ashortspeechwassaid,inwhichthereindeer-herders'Swives

askedthespirittostoptherain.Theyannouncedthattheburnedmeat

goimmediatelytothespiritbytheshortestway.Itisinterestingtonote

thatonthenextday,therainstopped.

IntheNorththeuniversalspirit-helperisaspirit-hostofhome

hearth Somepeopleidentifyitwithanoldman(EvensofYakutia),

anotherpeopleidentifyitwithankindoldwoman(Evenkis,peopleof

Ainuandothers).BeforeeverymealtheEvenkisandEvensaresure"to

feed"thefirebythesamefoodanddrinks(meat,fish,alcohol,etc.).

Theydoitnotonlyinthetentsandthe"chum"(traditionaldwellingof

theTungus)onbasicstopsofreindeer-herdersbutalsoonthebriefstops

inthetaigaandtundra.

Inconclusion,severalwordsshouldbesaidabouttheattitude

towardthesoulsofdeadpeople.MostpeoplesofSiberiaandtheFar

Eastmaintainafearforthesoulsofdeadpeople.TheEvenkiandEven

reindeer-herderstrytoneverstopontheplacewheresomeonedied.

Everybodyavoidstogotothisplace."Chum"ofadeadperson(correct-

ly,itsbasepart),asarule,isleftinthetaiga.TheTungusesthinkthat

ithastobeadwellingforthedeadpersoninthenextworld.The

EvenkisandEvensthinkthatthegravesofshamanshaveaspecial
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dangerbecausearoundthesegravesthewickedspiritsaregathering,

againstwhichshamansfoughtduringtheirlives.

EverythingtheEvenkisandEvensleaveonthegravesofdead

relativesisbroken,withoutfail.Thisisdonetofreethespiritsofthe

objectswhichcangotothenextworldfollowingafteritsdeadmaster.

TheTungusesbreakcups,takingoutthepiecesofplates,makingholes

inpotswithnails,andrippingbedclothes.TheAinupeoplebeatoutthe

bottomsofwoodentubsonthegravesofthekinsmen.TheAinuare

"sending"thebearsandotheranimalstothe"spiritworld"andarebeat

outskullstofreesouls.

Thus,thefactswhicharewrittenabovearewitnesstotheextraor-

dinaryvitalityoftheancientanimisticbeliefsofthepeopleofSiberiaand

theFarEastwhichhavebeenmaintaineduntiltoday.
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1."Gulik"(side-view). Okhotskseacoast.

2."Gunk"(viewfrom behind).
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3.日Hunmatin川.Okhotskseacoast.



176 人 文 研 究 第 91 輯

4.Storageforawinters-eigh.Okhotskseacoast.
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5."Lokoptin".NijnyayaTunguska'sriverbasin.


